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TO THE READER. 



The object of the following pages u to furnish the 
Tourist and general Reader^ with a brief yet compre- 
hensive account of e/very thing worthy of attention in 
" The Isle of Wight ;" i^cppjififiing^siich reinarkahle facts 
connected with it^ as hai^ *te^ handed down by the 
historian^ as well as those which the researches of 
antiquaries have discovered. 

To effect this^ and also to exhibit at one view the 
present state of the Island^ tcith its numerous heal 
attractions and improvements, no pains have been 
spared. To the resident Magistracy and Clergy , and 
other influential Persons, who have so kindly favoured 
him tcith a variety of valuable information for the 
completion of this Work, the Author most respectfully 
and gratefully (uknowledges his obligations. This 
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unpretending Volume i» now submitted for public ap- 
proval; and (u it i» his desire to render it as correct 
as possible, he avails himself of this opportunity to state, 
that any communications with which he may be honoured, 
will he thankfully received, and duly attended to in 
subsequent Editions, 

T. B. 



Rupert Street, Haymarket, 
May 16, 1840. 



TO 

StR RICHARD-GODIN SIMEON, BART., 

WITH EVERY FEELING OF RESPECT 
THESE PAOES 

ARE 

GRATEFULLY DEDICATED. 
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HISTORY 



OF 



THE ISLE OF WIGHT. 



CHAPTER I. 



*' Too oft has this fair Island been the scene 
Of fierce contention, massacre, and blood. 
The sword, — great orphan-maker of the world ! 
Borne by the Saxon and the rugged Dane, 
Laid waste for centuries the peasant's cot, 
FilUng each field and plain with heaps of dead, 
And making every verdant valley blush 
A crimson hue ! " 



It is both curious and intieiestiiig to trace the early- 
history of a place, to which i^aahion has " set her seal," 
and whidi, in consequence, becomes the annual resort of 
thousands ;-^nine-tenth8 of whom are unaware either of 

B 
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the *' classic ground" on which they tread, or of the 
peculiar interest thrown aronnd the spot by the deeds 
of remote ages. 

Of the latter remarkable class is Thb Islb of Wight. 
In earliest times, the seat of continued warfiekre and 
pitiless massacre ; invaded by hordes of barbarians, who 
for centuries laid desolate the fertile lands. 

In subsequent periods the Island became, at di£ferent 
epochs, most interestingly connected with the history of 
Great Britain, terminating its historic celebrity by the 
imprisonment of tliat ill-fated monarch, Charles the 
First, in Carisbrooke Castle. 

The ancient history of the Isle of Wight has been a 
subject of considerable controversy with several topo- 
graphical writers of celebrity. Whitaker, in his ^' His- 
^' tory of Manchester," contends that it was formerly 
connected with the main land, and that it is ^'the 
^^ Ictig" of Diodorus Siculus ; and it is worthy of remark, 
that the venerable Bede calls the channel, or strait, 
" Pelago Solvente," which at the present day is named 
^^ the Solent," or the Solvent Sea, from the manner in 
which its waters are supposed to have separated the 
island from the adjacent shore. This separation, how- 
ever, must have taken place before the conquest of 
Britain by the Romans, who describe ^^Vecha," or 
« Vectis" (Wight) as an ishind. 

At this port, according to DiodorusSiculus,the Romans 
shipped their tin for Cbul ; but it does not appear they 
iiad any station or settlement here, although they had 
formed two or three considerable stations on the oppo- 
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ate coast ; one at Clausentum, near Southampton, and 
another at Portchester. 

Suetonius, the first of the Roman authors who 
notices the Island, states that it was suhdued by Ves- 
pasian in the reign of the Emperor Claudius, about the 
year 45 of the Christian era. The Roman armies 
having subsequently subjugated many of the southern 
provinces (comprehending a district now known as the 
counties of Kent, Berkshire, Hampshire, Wiltshire, 
the Isle of Wight, Surrey, Sussex, Middlesex, and 
Ejssex), these places were visited by their conqueror 
Claudius, who* came to receive their submission in 
person. 

Historians make no mention of the Isle of Wight 
during a period extending over four hundred years. 
Cerdic, a Saxon chieftain, and founder of the kingdom 
of Wessex, in the year 495, made a second conquest of 
the Isle, cutting off, it is said, the few aboriginal Britons 
that still remained there. Cerdic appointed his nephews, 
Sterff and Withgar, to govern the inhabitants, to whose 
sway the Island was subjected until the year 661, when 
it was again subdued by Wulphure, king of Mercia ; but 
this monarsh was dispossessed of this tract of land 
within the space of fifteen years. 

During the Saxon Heptarchy, when England was 
torn by contending factions, and the country divided 
into small, and barbarous kingdoms and communities, 
jealous of and almost incessantly at war with one 
another, the hills and valleys of the Isle of Wight were 
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often the seat of fierce contests, and were continually 
deluged with blood. 

In the yeu 678, when the inhabitants of the Island 
still rigidly adhered to the ancient Dmidical supersti- 
tions, CsBdwalla, king of the West Saxons, made war 
upon Eldelwach, king of the South Saxons, in whose 
possession the Island then was. Casdwalla prevailed in 
the struggle ; slew his rival, and, passing over to the 
Isle of Wight, he put all the people to the sword, 
except about 300 fuoilies, who were forcibly compeUed 
to embrace Christianity. Having folly succeeded in 
his enterprise, he, in conformity to a vow, which he had 
previously made, gave one-fourth part of the whole 
Island to Wilfred, Archbishop of York. He then made 
an expiatory pilgrimage to Rome, where he died in 689. 

During the incursions and invasions of the Danish 
marauders from the years 787 to 897) the Island was 
frequently plundered and desolated. Notwithstanding 
the entire destruction of their ships and crews, which 
took place during the latter year, in the reign of 
Ethelred they once more visited the Isle of Wight, and 
retained possession of it for many years, presttving a 
port there, and making numerous predatory excursions 
to the coasts of Hampshire, Dorsetshire, and Sussex. 

In 1052, in the time of Edward the Confessor, Earl 
Goodwin, who was then an exile and an outlaw, having 
obtained a fleet from the Earl of Flanders, stripped the 
wretched inhabitants of all that had escaped the n^- 
city of their former invaders. 



HISTORY. 5 

Upon the overthiow of Harold, hy William the Con- 
qvuennr, in 1068, his kinsman and follower, William fits 
Osborne, with fire and sword, subdned the Island ^^ for 
^^ his own nse uid profit," and became the first Lord of 
Wight. After partitioning sundry lands among his 
followers, whose remorseless zeal had seconded his law- 
less efforts, he founded a stately priory, near Carisbrooke, 
and built several churches. The monks who officiated 
in them were of the Cistertian order. 

During the two succeeding centuries the Island con- 
tinued to be governed by its independent Lords, who 
exercised all the rights of sovereignty. That tyrannous 
and feeble-minded monarch. King John, is stated by 
some historians to have resided in great obscurity in the 
Isle of Wight, during the period that he was solipiting 
the Pope to grant him a diq)ensation to bee himself 
from tiie aigagements which had been extorted from 
him. 

In 1293 Edward the First purchased the regalities for 
a sum of money, after which the Kings of England 
retuned for themselves the title of ^^ Lord of the Island," 
and governed it by CmtodeSy or Wardens*. The person 
who sold the regalities was Isabella de Fortibus, ^^ Lady 
'^ of Wight,*^ &c., to whom the Lordship had reverted 
the year preceding, by the death of her brother Baldwin, 
fifth Earl of Devonshire, and Lord of the Isle of Wi^t. 
fibe money she received from the Crown was six 
thousand marks (about j? ,4,000), and she is said to 

* The two first who were appointed to that office, were Sir 
William Russell, and Sir Adam de Gurdon. 
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have died on the day that she coDcluded the contract, 
and thus alienated the rights of sovereignty from her 
family. 

The validity of this alienation was snbseqnently 
disputed in Parliament, hy the next heir, Hugh de 
Courtenay, on the ground of undue influence having^ 
been used to obtain it, and after the question had been 
agitated for a period extending over twenty-two years, 
the cause was at last decided in the Eling's favour. 

That imprudent monarch, Edward the Second, vnth 
his accustomed and imbecile recklessness, gave the 
Lordship of the Isle of Wight to his court-favourite. 
Piers Chbveston, who held it until the loud murmurs and 
justifiable clamours of the nobility compelled the King 
to resume the grant of this Lordship, which he then 
bestowed on his eldest son, then styled Eari of Ches- 
ter, afterwards Edward the Third ; who, expecting Hke 
Island would be attacked by the French, erected twenty- 
nine beacons and watch-towers at different points, in 
order simultaneoudy to spread the alarm over the whole 
of the. Isle when an enemy was seen approaching the 
shores. He also made many vrise regulations regarding 
both the clergy and laity, providing men and arms. 

As the sagacious Prince had conjectured, several 
attacks were made ; on one occasion the French landed 
at St. Helens, and plundered the inhabitants; and 
Carisbrooke castle was often attacked by them, but 
never taken; the islanders on every occasion making 
a most gallant defence. So severe were the skirmishes 
between the invaders and the inhabitants that, in 1340, 
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Sir Theobald Bussell, one of the Wardens of Caris- 
brooke castle, was killed. The French, however, were 
thoroughly beaten, and driren back to their ships with 
great loss. 

The Island now continued free from invasion till the 
commencement of Bichard the Second's reign, when, 
from the regulations at this time made, the islanders 
possessed a means of regular defence, having a militia 
consisting of nine companies, of one hundred men in 
each company. Moreover, as the French preparations 
afforded them timely intimation of their hostile inten- 
tions, they had been reinforced both from Southampton 
and London. 

The enemy having effected a landing at Byde, which 
they destroyed ; also the towns of Newtown and Yar- 
mouth ; the inhabitants fled for security and refrige to 
the Castle of Carisbrooke, whither the French pursued 
them, and besieged the castle. Great numbers of the 
assailants were slain in this siege, and a large party of 
^em, in attempting to force their way close to the 
castle, were cut off by an ambuscade, formed purposely 
to intercept them. The lane by which they attempted 
to pass, still bears the name of Dead/man's Lane; and 
the present Node HUl^ which forms one of the avenues 
to the town of Newport, and now built upon, is a cor- 
ruption of NbddieeHiUj as the tumulus where the slain 
were buried, was then exultingly denominated. 

As the natives in general — ^those few excepted who 
had found protection in the Castle, — were still at the 
mercy of the foe, the French levied a contribution of 



8 I8LB Of WIGHT. 

a thooiand nuucks, which was readily yi^ed to pie- 
vent the houses from being destroyed. An oaith was 
also administered to them to ensore their sabwrisaon to 
the French, i^ within a year, they shonld revisit tiie 
Island. 

In 1377 the Fiendi, who had laid a legnhur nege to 
it, were obliged to retire with great loss. 

In the century snoceeding, while Henry the Fifth was 
desolating Fnincewith his rash wars, a body of intre^ 
pid Frenchmen, resolved to carry a rimihr destmctioii 
into his own dominions, suddenly appeared off the Isle 
of Wight, and etkcted a landing there. After burning 
some detached cottage^ and farm-houses, dbring whidi 
a thousand of their party were engaged in driving away 
the catde of the natives to their ships, they were 
compelled to relinquish their booty, and driven from the 
Island. 

^^ A short time after thb (says Sir Richard Wcnaley) 
^^ they made another hostile vint, demanding a subady, 
^' in the name of Richard II. and of Isabella his 
^' queen ; they were answered that ^ Richard was dead, 
" ^ and his queen sent back to France, without any 
*^ ^ subsidy being stipulated ; but, if the French bad 
'* ' any desire to try their prowess, they should not 
'^ ^ only be permitted to land without molestation, but 
'' ^ also be allowed six hours to refresii themselves, aft^ 
'^ ^ which the islanders would meet them in the field.*^ 
^^ This spirited invitation the invaders thought prudent 
" to decline." 

From this time until the reign of Henry Hie Eighth, 
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the French made no new effort, but then they succeeded 
in iMiding on the Island, and plundered a great part 
<^ it. 

l^ortly after this sad event, the islanders fumidlied 
themselves with a paroc^al artillery; each parish pro- 
vided one piece of light brass ordnance, which was 
curefuUy kept either in the church or in a small house 
built for the purpose close by the church. Towards the 
end of the last century some sixteen or eighteen oi these 
guns were still preserved in the Idand ; they were of 
low calibre, some being six-pounders and all the rest 
one-pounders. The islanders, by frequent practice, are 
said to have made themselves excellent artillerymen. 
The gun-carriages and ammunition were provided by 
the parishes, and particular fiEurms were chaiged with 
the duty of finding horses to draw them*. 

It is worthy of remark that Henry the ^ghth caused 
the small castle or block-house at the entrance of Yar- 
mouth, to be built, to defend the town from the naval 
attacks which Francis the First commenced after Henry 
had leagued himself with the Emperor Charles the 
Fifth. 

In 1541, Henry honoured the Island with a visit, at 
which period Richard Worsley, Esq., of Appuldureombe, 
was captain, by whom he was entertained. The excur- 
sion was probably undertaken by the King to enjoy the 
diversion <^ hawking, a sport in those days greatly 
practised by the nobility, and of which this pleasure- 

• Pennant's ** Journey from London to the Isle of Wight;" 
Sir Richard Wonley's << History of the Isle of Wight" 

B 5 
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seeking monardi was remarkably fond. Richard 
Worsley was dismissed by Queen Mary, and restored 
by Queen Elizabeth, by whom he was ordered ^' to 
'^ care for the increase of Harquebuirif in the Island." 
In Culver clifis there was, at this period, a breed of 
hawks, and it was made a matter of '^ special trust to 
" the Governor, that they might not be destroyed." 

In Queen Elizabeth's reign, during the time the 
Spanish armada was in preparation for the invasion of 
England, Sir George Carey was Captain of the Isle of 
Wight. He was nearly related to the Queen, his father. 
Lord Hunsdon, being the nephew of Anne Bolejm. 
He, being a man of great prescience, and fully aware of 
the formidable maritime power that threatened England, 
lost no time in causing the various forts to be repaired, 
and put into a complete state of defence, by the appoint- 
ment of men and arms. 

These vigorous proceedings, which the fearful state of 
the times imperatively called for, happened unfortu- 
nately to be directly hostile to the feelings of the inha- 
bitants, who had always been ready to repel an invading 
enemy. The gentlemen of the Island felt their fidelity 
and allegiance called in question; and deeming Sir 
George Carey entirely regardless of their approbation, 
for he had long been obnoxious to them by a degree of 
hauteur which he invariably manifested, and which they 
conceived arose from his rank and affinity to the Queen ; 
they drew up and forwarded a remonstrance to the 
Lords of the Council, which was dismissed. Nothing 
daunted by this defeat, they addressed a letter to Sir 
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Christopher Hatton, the Lord Chancellor, and at the 
same time sent another to Sir Oeoige Carey, whose 
repljy as might be easily conceiYed, was sensible — 
spirited — and unconrteous. 

This appears to have been the first instance of any 
complaint exhibited by the inhabitants of the Island 
against their Captain for exerting his authority to pro- 
yide for their security, they having heretofore readily 
concurred in every measure ; and, as it were, anticipated 
every requinlion for that purpose. 

We cannot dismiss so distinguished a man as Sir 
C^ige Carey without apprising the reader that Sir 
John Oglander, in his Memoirs, speaks of the time of 
his government as the period when the Island was in 
its most flourishing state*. 



* *< In Queen Elizabeth's time," says Sir John, ** money was 
** as plenty in yeomen's purses, as now in the best of the 
*' gentry, and all the gentry full of money, and out of debt 
** The markett full, comodities vending themselves at most high 
** rates. Prizes and men of warr at the Cowes, which gave great 

rates for our comodities, and exchanged other good ones with 

us. If you had any thing to sell, you should not have needed 
** to have looked for a chapman, for you vould not almost ask 
'* but have; all things were exported and imported at your 
<* hearts desire ; your tenants rich, and a bargain vould not stand 
'* at any rate. The state was well ordered ; we had in a good 
** manner warrs with Spain, and peace with France; and the Low 
*' countrymen were our servants, not our masters. Then it was 
" Intulafortunaiafnaw h^fortunataJ'^—From Sir John Oglanier*t 
MSS,, A. D. 1615. 

Sir John Oglander also finmishes the following hidicroua 
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From this period to ibe commencement of the ciyil 
wan the Isle of Wight was in every respect prosperous : 
at that eyentfnl epoch, Jerome, Eail of Portland, who 
was Captain of the Ishmd, rendered himself repalsiye 
to the Poritanical foction, hy what Lord Clarendon, 
in his History, quuntly terms ^^ his extraordinary 
" vivacity." 

extract, which is here inserted, as it exhibits a very striking por- 
trait of the manners of the times. 

" I have heard," says Sir John, " and partly know it to be 
'' true, that not only heretofore there was no lawyer nor attorney 
** coming in owre island, but in Sir George Carey's time, an 
** attorney coming in to settle in the Island, was, by his conunand, 
'* with a pound of candles hangii^ att his breech lighted, with 
" bells about his legs, hunted owte of the island ; insomuch as 
** owre ancestors lived here so quietly and securely, being neither 
" troubled to London nor Winchester, so they seldom or never 
'* went owte of the Iriand ; insomuch as when they went to Lon- 
** don (thinking it an East India voyage), they always made their 
'* wills, suf^osing no trouble like to travaile.'' 
Sir John, in anodier part of his Memoirs, observes, that 
** The Isle of Wight, since my memory, is infinitely decayed ; 
" for either it is by reason of so many attome3rB that hath of late 
" made this theit habitation, and so by sutes undone the country 
*' (for I have known an attorney faring down after a tearm three 
" hundred wriits, I have also known twenty nisi prius of ow country 
*' tried at our assizes, when as in the Queen's time we had not six 
** writtt in a yeare, nor one nisi print in six yeares) or else, want- 
** ing the good bargains they were wont to buy from men of war, 
" who also vented our commoditjrs at very high prices ; and readie 
** money was easie to be had for all things. Now peace and law 
*' hath beggered us all, so that within my memori^ many of the 
** gentlemen, and almost all the yeomanry are undone.'* 
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** Hie Ptoliament," says the same hi^ anthority, 
^* ihieai^ed the Earl of Poriliuid that they would 
^^ remoYe him from his charge and govermnent of the 
^^ Isle of Wight (which last they did de/aeto^ by com- 
^^ mitting him to prison without asjigning a canse), and 

to that purpose^ objected to all the acts of good* 

fellowship, all the waste of powder, and all the waste 
^* of wine in the drinking of healths, and other acts of 
^ jolHty, which ever he had been at, in his gorehiment, 
'^ from i&e fiist hour of his entering upon it." 

The peace of the Isle of W^ht now became greatly 
disturbed by the rupture between the King and 
Parliament, which b^n to break out into acts 
of open violence and fury. The mpmt ti party soon 
rose to an alarming height, and great intestiBe animo- 
sity prevailed. 

The inhabitants, at the head of whom were many of 
the principal gentlemen of the Island, had petitioned 
warmly in favour of the . restorati<m oi tibe Earl of 
Portland, and, at the same time, sent in a declaration of 
their adhenon to the Parliament. 

Notwithstanding these proceedings, one Moses Read, 
the mayor of Newport, represented to the Parliament, 
that the town could not be deemed safe, as long as 
Colonel Brett and the Countess of Portland remuned in 
Caridbrooke castle. The Colondi having been nofninated 
by Kng Chailes to the command of the garrison, con- 
dsting of only twenty men ; and the Countess, relying 
upon the affection expressed by the inhabitants for her 
husband in the petition above alluded to, having sought 
a refuge there, with her five children, acc(»npamed by 
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her husband's brother and dster, and at the same time 
hoping, by her presence and skill, to preserve that 
fortress for the King. 

The Parliament haying directed the captains of the 
ships in the river to assist Bead, he placed himself at 
the head of the Newport militia, and backed by four 
hundred naval auxiliaries, summoned the Castle to 
surrender. 

The heroism displayed by the Countess of Portland 
on this occasion, is, perhaps, one of the noblest instances 
of female fortitude on record. The Castle had not at 
that time three days' provisions for its slender garrison, 
yet she undauntedly advanced to the platform, with a 
lighted match in her hand, declaring she would herself 
fire the first cannon against the assailants, and defend 
the Castle to the utmost extremity, unless honourable 
terms were granted. 

This gallant conduct had its desired efiect : after some 
negociations, articles of capitulation were agreed to, 
highly honourable to the besieged, and the castle was 
given up. The Countess was, however, allowed to remain 
therein, until the pleasure of Parliament on that subject 
was signified. 

Shortly afterwards an order arrived from the Parlia- 
ment, directing the Countess's removal from the Island 
within two days after receiving this notice. She there- 
fore withdrew, and was indebted to the humanity of 
some seamen for the vessel which conveyed her and her 
fiunily from the island. 

All the forts in the Island were now seized by orders 
oi the Parliament, and the Earl of Pembroke was 
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appointed QoTemor. On his arriyal in the Island, he 
was cordially received by the gentry and principal 
farmers, who assembled at Cowes, and tendered him 
their best services. 

The inhabitants having thus sagaciously manifested 
their friendly feelings towards the prevailing powers, 
were spared the miseries attendant on civil war, and 
remained undisturbed spectators of the conmiotions 
that ensued, until King Charles unhappily sought an 
asylum in the Isle. 

Whether the unfortunate monarch was instigated 
solely by his own fears to fly from Hampton Court to 
the Isle of Wight, or whether (in taking this step) he 
was tho dupe of others, has long been a subject of con- 
troversy among biographers and historians. In Mr. 
Jesse's interesting " Court of the Stuarts," — a work 
combining much research, with an able analysation of 
the characters of the important actors in the dark drama 
that closed with the career of King Charles — a chain of 
almost irrefragable evidence is furnished, which prove 
that Charles fell a victim, on this occasion, to the craft 
of the usurping Cromwell*. 

His ill-fated history, as connected with the Isle of 
Wight, may be thus briefly narrated : 

Colonel Robert Hammond was Governor of the Isle 
of Wight, when King Charles the First took refuge 
there : Hammond was a Mend and dependant of Crom- 
welFs, and the son-in-law of Hampden; but he was also 

* Of the circumstances attending his confinement, a more 
detailed account will be found under the head of " Cariabrooke 
Castle.*' 
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the nephew of the King's favourite chaplain, and on 
that aocoont the King resigned himself unconditionally 
into his hands, and looked for protection from him. 

On the arrival of the Eling, which took place Novem- 
ber 12, 1647, Colonel Hammond lodged him in Caris- 
brooke castle, and treated him not as a prisoner but as a 
guest*. The king, however, was not lopg indulged in 
this distinction. 

* ** After every considerationi it appears mott probable that 
<* Charles was, after all, a mere puppet in the hands of Cromwell; 
** — that the latter had been previously perfectly well acquainted 
*' with the proposed time and manner of the King's intended 
** flight ;-^that it was Cromwell himself who had caused the 
** fiear of asssssination to be conveyed to die mind of his victim ; 
" and that, in fact, Charles merely fell into a pit which had been 
*' prepared for him by that arch-traitor and extraordinary man. 

" It was undoubtedly the policy of Cromwell to remove the 
" King as far as possible from the Parliament, and to surround 
** him with his own creatures. The latter measure could only be 
** eflbcted by devising some plausible excuse for enfbrcing a more 
'* rigorous confinement, while both objects would naturally be 
** accomplished by a flight, which the projector would contrive 
'* should be unsuccessfiiL 

" Cromwell is even said to have privately intimated to Charles, 
** through his relation Colonel Whaley, that he could no longer be 
** responsible for his safety. There is not the slightest doubt but 
*< that there was a traitor in the Court of Charles, and that his 
** mott secret counsels were instantly conveyed to Cromwell. It 
" is remarkable too that Colonel Hammond, the Governor of the 
*' Isle of Wight, to whom Asbbumham afterwards entrusted the 
** King's person, should have left London almost at the same time 
" that Charles departed from Hampton Court, and that too at a 
" particular crisis, when there was no ostensible motive for hisre- 
** turning to his post, and when the agitations in the army rendered it 
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He was soon after depihred of hisfayounte chaplaaiiB 
and servants — then confined within the walls of the 
Castle, where, during the times of his walking within 
tiie lines, ^* persons (says Mr. Jesse) afflicted with the 
" evil, continued to resort to him in infinite nmnheis, 
** and from the remotest parts." 

After a confinement of several months at Cans* 
brooke, during which period he made two ineffsclaal 
attempts to escape, he was removed to Newport 
(1648). A firesh treaty b^g set on foot between the 
King and the Pailiamentary Commissioners^ much 
hollow diplomacy ensued, which the army put an end 
to, by once more sizing the person of the King. He 
was then removed to London, and soon afterwards tried, 
and executed. 

From this period the Isle of Wight is not connected 
with any event of historical importance, or worthy of 
particular remark. 

The foUowing noblemen and gentlemen were succes- 
sively €K>vemors or Wardens :— 

1644. William Sydenham, Esq. 

1 660. Lord Culpepper. The conduct of this noble- 
man was so arbitrary to the islanders, that it was made 
the subject of a petition to the King, which was, how- 
ever, ineffectual ; but, probably, feeling the unpleasant- 

** important to his own interests that he should remain in London. 
** The fact is the more curious, since (according to Clarendon) 
" Ashbumham had made up his mind that the King should en- 
** trust himself with Hammond some time before their departure 
" from Hampton CwiTt*'^Jet$^$Memoir$, YfA, II., p. ISS. 
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ness of a situation where he was uniyersally ctisliked, 
he resigned, and was succeeded by 

Admiral Sit Robert Hobnes. This gaUant seaman, 
who had greatly distinguished himself against the Dutch, 
formed a contrast to lus predecessor, and was a very 
popular governor. He was much esteemed by E^g 
Charles II., who visited him at Yarmouth ; and that 
Monarch landed in Gurnet Bay, near Cowes, in 1671- 
Sir Robert died in 1692, and was buried at Yarmouth. 

John, Lord Cutts, was next appointed, by William 
III., in 1693. The early part of this nobleman's go- 
vernment was very unpopular, but he afterwards became 
more Hked. He was general of the forces in Ireland, 
where he died in 1706. 

Charles, Marquess of Winchester, afterwards Duk» 
of Bolton, succeeded Lord Cutts in 1707* His many 
more important duties preventing him from taking up 
his residence in the Island, the first appointment by the 
Crown of a Lieutenant-governor now took place. 

Colonel Morgan was the gentleman oh whom this 
office was conferred, who received a salary of twenty 
shillings per day. 

1710. On the removal of the Marquess of Winches- 
ter, Greneral Webb was appointed in his place. He was 
succeeded, in 

1715, by that distinguished soldier and statesman, 
William, Lord Cadogan : he died in 1726. The next 
governor was 

Charles, Duke of Bolton (son of a former governor), 
who was appointed August 26, 1726, but dismissed 
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from the Ooveraorship and other important offices in 
1733 ; and was succeeded by John, Duke of Montague, 
who held the office only eleven months, when he re- 
signed. 

John, Viscount Lymington, was then Governor and 
Vice-admiral. He resigned in 1742 ; and in the fol- 
lowing year was created E!arl of Portsmouth. Charles, 
Duke of Bolton, was then reinstated, and again reedgned; 
and in 1745, the Earl of Portsmouth was re-appointed, 
and held the place till his death, in 1762. The Earl 
was succeeded by 

Thomas, Lord Holmes, who died in 1764. To him 
immediately succeeded Hans Stanley, Esq.; but the 
changes of administration caused his removal in 1766; 
and 

Harry, Duke of Bolton, succeeded him in the same 
year. He was removed in 1770, ftnd again the Right 
Hon. Hans Stanley appointed, with a grant for life. 
He died in 1 780. The Right Hon. ^ Richard Worsley 
was his successor, in which office he continued until 
1782, when the Duke of Bolton was again appointed.^ 
He died in the year 1789. The appointment was then 
conferred on the Right Hon. Thomas Orde, afterwards 
Lord Bolton. 

Lord Malmesbury, the present Governor, succeeded 
to the appointment, August 22, 1807. 

The office will expire with the life of the present Go- 
vernor, it being one of those sinecures, the abolition of 
which was recommended by a committee of the House 
of Commons. — ^The salary is jE.1,500 per annum. 
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CHAPTER II. 

POKM^ SITUATION, BXTBNT, OLDfATB, fte. 

Thb Islb of Wight is in the form of an irregular 
lozenge; its length, from East to West, u$. from the 
Needles to the Foreland, is abont twenty-three miles ; 
and its extreme breadth, from Cowes in the North, 
to St. Catherine's Point in the Sonth, is rather more 
than thirteen miles. 

The drcnmference of the Isle of Wight is estimated 
at from seventy to seyenty-five miles, and the superficial 
area has been computed to be about 105,000 acres. 

It is separated from the main land by the Solent Sea, 
the channel of which varies from two to six miles ; and 
which, although its navigation is intricate, affords a 
safe roadstead and shelter to the numerous vessels that 
are occasionally wind-bound in the channel ; or which, 
in time of war, assemble here, wiuiting for convoy. Its 
bold, and, in some places, precipitous Southern coast is 
wadied by the waves of the English channel, which 
frequently beat against these cliffe with tremendous and 
destructive friry; a fiidt sometimes painfully attested 
by the loss of both sliips and crews. 

The air of the BHand is exceedingly pure and salu- 
brious ; — the mildness of the temperature is evinced by 
the luxuriance with which myrtles and other delicate 
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plants flourii^y in the open air, and the aize whidi 
they attain. 

The general appearance of the country is exceedingly 
diversified, possessing almost every feature wbaoh can 
contribnte to beauty in landscape scenery % a constant 
succession of hill and dale, — fine tracts of wood, — a well 
cultivated and productive soil — and a pleasdng inter- 
change of land and sea, along the whole of its coast, some 
part of which is visible from nearly every point of the 
Island. It presents thus an endless variety of almost 
unequalled scenery. 

On the Northern side, the banks are dotiied witii 
woods and coppices, or gently slope in meadows to the 
water's edge. The Southern side, or, as it is frequently 
termed, ^^ The Back of the Island," abounds with 
scenery of a very different character. — Bold and pre- 
cipitous rocks, oi a highly imposing description, extend 
throughout the whole line of. coast : — ^in i^ese rocky 
barriers, frequent chasms, or ravines, called ^^ Chines," 
are observed, which extend a long way into the land ; 
a trickling brook occasionally steals down ike steep 
descent in mimic cascade ; — though, after heavy and 
continued rains, it swells into a torrent, which, raging 
among masses of fallen rock, forms itself into one broad 
volume, and takes a headlong course to the beach, and 
to the sea. 

POPULATION, RBPRE8ENTATIVES, te. 

The population of the Isle of Wight is estimated at 
about 40,000 inhabitants — of whom, Newport and its 
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suburbs, contain 9,000 ; Cowes, East and Wast, 5,000; 
Ryde, 4,000 ; and Yarmouth, 600. It returns three 
members to the Imperial Parliament ; one Knight for 
the Island*, and two Burgesses for Newport, The 
present representatives are the Hon. William A'Court 
Holmes, for the I^nd ; and John-Hejrwood Hawkins, 
Esq., and William-John Blake, Esq., for the borough 
of Newport. According to the Revising Barrister's list, 
the number of electors for the county of the I^le of 
Wight, is 1180, and for the borough of Newport, 540. 
Previously to the Reform Act, the Isle of Wight sent 
six members to the House of Commons. 

AGRICULTURE, &c. 

The superficial area of the Island (as before observed) 
contains about 105,000 acres, of which only a small 
portion is waste land, the rest being either arable or 
pasture. Formerly a considerable portion of the Island 
was occupied by woods, but these have long since been 
much reduced ; the proximity of the dock-yard at Ports- 
mouth has tended in a great degree to deprive the Isle 
of Wight of its finest timber ; yet there still remains a 
considerable extent of ornamental and thickly foliaged 
woods. 

The Isle of Wight has long enjoyed the reputation uf 
great natural fertility ; and has been repeatedly called 
^^ The Garden of England." 



* The Island sent one Member to ParliaiaenC, it| the twenty- 
fourth year of Edward IV. 
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Both its fertility and its cultivation have been over- 
fated. Its picturesque beauties, and the peculiar love- 
liness of much of its scenery, are viewed by all with 
unqualified admiration ; but we must use more measured 
and moderate terms, when we speak of the natural 
firuitfulness of the soil, and of the means which have 
been hitherto applied to its^ improvement. 

Its agriculture is of a very varied character, dependent 
upon the marked varieties of soil into which it is divided. 
The range of Downs which cross it from East to West 
separate it into two districts ; which in their general 
character are totally distinct from each other. The 
greater part of the land to the North side of the Downs 
being of a stiff cold clay, whilst that on the South side 
is very generally of a fertile sandy loam. 

The cultivation, the size of the farms, the quality of 
the stock, and the opulence and station of the yeomanry 
and tenantry, are all more or less affected by this distinc- 
tion. To the North of the Down, are found small farms, 
moderate capital, inferior live stock, an indifferent state 
of cultivation, and heavy attendant expenses; whilst 
in themore fertile district of the South we find a wealthy 
yeomanry, an improved system of tillage, and cattle and 
sheep of the best breeds. 

The general appearance of these districts plainly indi- 
cate their respective characters. To the North, the 
passing tourist sees a district abounding in coppices and 
indifferent pasture — ^to the South, his eyes are cheered by 
a rich prospect of fertile and well-cultivated fields. 
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The ooune of cropping upon the farms to the North 
side of the Downs is not of a very fixed or definite kind 
— -asuooession of follow, wheat, oats, clover for one or, in 
some race instances, two years, forms the more usniU 
course ; and the scanty and indifferent crops, and the 
numerous weeds by which they are infested, too fre- 
quently attest the indifierence of the soil and of the 
tillage. 

It is in this district that we may hope to witness, 
before many more years are over our heads, those great 
improvements which ure now offered by the use of the 
subsoil plough; — the introduction of a system of thorough 
and permanent draining ; — and the more general appli- 
cation of lime, which offers itself in a rich mine of 
wealth from the neighbouring hills. 

For the purposes of drainage, ample supplies of flint- 
stones and of chalk are procurable from the whole line of 
Downs ; or if the more costly, but more effectual and 
permanent system of tile-draining be preferred, the clays 
of the low land give focilities upon the spot for the 
manufoctuie of excellent tiles at a moderate cost. 

Upon the South side of the ridge of Downs, the 
Norfolk four-course system, turnips, barley, clover, and 
wheat, is making rapid progress. 

The increased breadth of turnips in this district, and 
the air of neatness and good husbandry which prevail, 
bear witness to the activity of the husbandman and the 
good quality of the land ; and the recent i4>plicatioa of 
bone dust for the purpose of the turnip crop, and of the 
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turnip cutter for the use of the fold, cannot &il to lead 
to a further and ri^id amelioration in the stock and in 
the soil. 

The cattle are not of first-rate quality ; but, from 
year to year, they are improving in blood and in Sjrm- 
metry. The half-bred animals which were formerly 
dther produced in the Island, without any fixed yiews of 
improvement, and almost under the guidance of chance, 
or were imported from the nearest fairs upon the other 
side of the water, are giving way before a purer breed 
from the North of Devon or the midland counties ; and, 
where the dairy is the principal object, care has in some 
instances been taken to obtain the best and handsomest 
cows from the islands of Jersey and Aldemey. 

The sheep too have been improved, and are still im- 
proving, in a degree which excites the attention and 
respect of every one conversant vnth the subject. There 
are many excellent South Down flocks, and large num- 
bers of early lambs are bred from Dorset ewes, and sent 
£Eit to the London markets. This is a large and valu- 
able branch of the ^Eurmer's business; about seven 
thousand lambs being sent annually across the water for 
the use of the Metropolitan bon vivam. 

Within the last few years a great stimulus has been 
^ven to the improvonent of stock of all kinds, by an 
Agricultural Society, which receives an extensive sup- 
port from the great body of the yeomanry ; and those 
persons who have seen the Christmas show of fat cattle 
at the annual exhibition at Newport, will know how to 
value t^ie exertions which have been made, and will 
bear witness to the success by which those well-directed 
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efibrts have been attended. To these efforts the princi- 
pal hmdowners of the Island hare been libeial contri- 
butors ; and if they are continued with the same spirit 
with which they were commenced, andhave been hith^io 
carried on, this happy and beautifal Island, to which 
Nature has been so bountiful, will be also one of the best 
cultivated districts in Great Britain, and will well de- 
serve, upon every ground, the name of ^^ The Qamdek 
" OP England." 

PRODUCTS, &c 

Great quantities of flour aze annually shipped from 
the island, on which there are forty-five mills ; thixty- 
eight worked by water power, asA seven by the wind. 
In different parts of the island are strata of fuUer's-earth, 
pipe-olay, red and yellow ochres, &c., all of which are 
articles of export. 

A seam of coal is also found to run through some parts, 
but not of sufficient site or quality to repay the expense 
of working. An attempt was made to win it some 
years ago, but it was given up for the reaAons just 
mentioned. 

A beautiful white sand isdngf^rom jHts in the vicwity 
of Alum Bay and Freshwater, large quantities of which 
are sent to the ^lass and porcehdn manufactories of 
London, Worcester, Bristol ; and also to the East Indies* 

On several parts of the coast a soft blue substance is 
seen oozing from the shores, which the progieoflive 
change of nature converts from a watery clay to a solid 
and hard rock. In its first state, great quantities of 
small shells, flints^ dtc. adhere to it; and^ by eonetaiit 
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exposvae to the action of the sea and fttmoe^here, the 
mass at length forms one perfect petrifaction. 

RIVERS. 

The onfy river of consequence in the Island is the 
Medina, which, as its name signifies, divides the Island 
into equal parts, and is the boundary of the Hundred to 
which it gives name. Its rise is at the foot of St. 
Catherine's Down ; and after passing through Newport, 
where it is navigable for vessels of eighty tons burthen, 
it joins the sea at Cowes, and forms a secure and suffi- 
ciently capacious harbour for shipping, tt is, however, 
in contemplation to improve the depl^ of the Medina, 
so as to render it available for vessels of larger tonnage. 

The Wootton river, or Fishboume creek, is navigable, 
for small craft only, as far the village of Wootton. 

The Yar rises near Freshwater Qate, and flows 
into the Solent at Yarmouth. 

MINBRAZ. I^RINQS. 

Springs of clear water are numerouGi, and are, in 
general, very pure and transparent, from tke natural 
percolation they undergo through the lio&estone; of which 
all the higher portions of the island are composed. 

Mineral spring$ have from time to ixme been disco- 
vered in different parta 

At Shanklin, one of the most romantie spots in the 
island, a spring was discovered by Dr« Fmzer, phy- 
sician to Charles II., the waters of which are slightly 
tinged with aium. At Pitland, there is another, con- 
taining sulphur. And of those impregnated with iron. 
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that at Black Gang Chine, under Chale Cli£P, is the 
most celebrated. 



DIVISIONS. 



The Medina, as before mentioned, divides the Island 
into two divisions, the East and West Medine. The 
East Medine contains fourteen parishes, the West 
Medine sixteen parishes. 



Brading. 

St. Helens. 

Yaverland. 

Shanklin. 

Bonchurch. 

Newchurch. 

St. Lawrence. 



EAST MEDINE. 

WhitweU. 



Niton. 

GodshiU. 

Aipreton. 

Binstead. 

Wootton. 

Whippingham. 



WEST MEDINE. 

Northwood. Brixton. 



Newport. 

St. Nicholas. 

Carisbrooke. 

Gatcombe. 

Kingston. 

Chale. 

Shorwell. 



Mottistone. 

Calboume. 

Shalfleet^ 

Brooke. 

Thorley. 

Yarmouth. 

Freshwater. 



The Isle of Wight is in the Diocese of Winchester. 
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THE MILITARY AND CIVIL AUTHORITIES 

OF THB IBLAND. 

Gavemor, Cap^^ Oeneraly ^ 

nd ^hAriif >EaRL OP MaLMBSBURY. 

Vice-Admiral Earl of Yarborouoh. 

CapUmn of (JaritXtrooke 1 Libutenant-Qbnbbal Sir 
Cattle J W. Patbrson, K.O.H. 

5 Marquess of Anglesey, 
Once, CoHle.,... | ^^ CJ.CB., G.C.H. 

{Major-General Sir J. 
WATEB8, K.C.B. 

Sandaum Fort Captain Sir W. Wynn. 

Deputy-Governor Thomas Sewell, Esq. 

Viee-Admiral William Hearn, Esq. 

Sherif i^ the Counts, 1 John Hole, Esq. 
ofHofoU J 

{Hon. William Henry Ashe 
ACouRT Holmes. 



jJ. H. 
(W. J. 



Hawkins, Esq. 

Bimmgh Memben \ _ and 

Blake, Esq. 



Coroner Henry Sewell, Esq. 
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AND THEIR RESIDENCES. 

Sir Richard Godin Simeon, Bart. Summton. 

Earl of Yarborouqh, Apptddurcambe. 

Lord Worsley, St. Lawrentce. 

John Flemino, Esq. M.P. Binstead^ near J^de. 

George Player, Esq. Byde House. 

I^iQMAS Re«BRT Brkhstoc^e, Esq. Stone Pit^^ near 

Byde. 
William Hughes Hughes, Esq. Bellevue Hoiue^ Byde. 
James Player Lind^ Esq. Byde. 
Thomas Cooke, Esq. New Close. 
Sir William Oglandbr, Bart, NunwelL 
Charles Bassbtt Roe, Esq. Padmore. 
Rev^ R. Wal^ton White, Wootton Bectory. 
Hon. William Henry Ashe A'Court Holmes, M.P. 

Westover. 
Jam^ Baru>w I{oy, Slaq. Medina Hermito^. 
Henry Worsley, D.D. Gatcombe Bectory. 
Samuel Sadndbrs, Esq. Fern ffill. 
Rev. Sir George Burrard, Bart. YarmotUk. 
P. A. Farnall, Esq., Botoner. 
Sir Graham Eden Hamond, Baronet, Norton j near 

Yamkmth. 
William Fparington, Esq. Wood Vale Cottage^ Covoes. 
John Simeon, Esq. 
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Those who visit the Isle of Wight, intending to 
land at Ryde, can, on leaving the MetropoHs, or the 
North of England, either travel by the high road to 
Portsmouth, or avail themselves of the superior fadlities 
of conveyance thither afforded them by the railroad. 
From Portsmouth they can take the steam boat to 
Ryde, which, during the summer months, is passing 
and repassing every hour. 
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The appearance of the town of Ryde, as it is approached 
from the water, is, in a remarkable degree, pleasing and 
picturesque. The different masses of building, which 
completely cover the brow of a rather declivitous hill, 
are visible from alar ; — ^they seem to rise as if in tiers 
above each other, and appear greatly interspersed with 
trees and shrubs, especially evergreens. Last of all, on 
nearing the strand, one recognises the principal streets 
of this delightful watering place, its elegant Church, 
and commodious Pier, which, stretching hx away into 
the water, seems to bid the visitor welcome to its 
island shore. 

The Pier first commands the attention of the stranger : 
to the right of it is a handsome range of buildings, 
called Brigstocke Terrace ; behind which rises the elegant 
spire of St. Thomas's Church : further to the right stand 
the Market House and Town Hall, and adjoining them 
to the westward is the neat chapel of St. James. The 
top of the hill is crowned by conspicuous and pictu- 
resque buildings. Nearer the shore, the marine resi- 
dences of Thomas Thistlethwayt, Esq., and the Hon. 
Lindsey Burrell, and the elegant villas recently erected 
in Pelham Fields, attract notice. 

The town is laid out with regularity ; the streets are 
wide, and the foot ways well paved. The buildings are 
chiefly detached, with gardens before them, or are situ- 
ated in the midst of smooth lawns. Every diversity of 
style and fancy may here be found in the construction 
of the houses. 

Within the last few years, houses of a superior descrip- 
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tion have be^n built, possessiiig every comfort ^d 
requisite to form desirable winter residences ; and many 
&milies of the highest respectability are now perma- 
nently domiciled in the town, wherein shops of all kinds 
supply, in every variety and abundance, all that minis- 
ters to the necessities and the luxuries of life. 

Among the most recent improvements of Ryde, is 
the formation of a new road from the Dover to St. John s, 
thereby avoiding the hills of Ryde, and shortening the 
distance to Shanklin, &c< It is also proposed to extend 
this road along the beach by the Pier to Pelham Fields, 
thereby forming an excellent promenade along the Sea 
beach, after the model of the Parade at Dovor, or the 
Esplanade at Wejrmouth. 

The equable temperature and mildness of the climate 
render Ryde a desirable place of resort for the invalid 
during the ¥rinter months : its open situation, and the 
constant interest excited by the arrival and departure 
of the homeward and outward-bound merchantmen, 
and other vessels, furnish all persons with objects for 
amnsement and contemplation. 

THE PIER. 

This extensive and useful structure, forming perhaps 
one of the most interesting marine promenades in 
the kingdom, is, in length, 2226 feet, or nearly half a 
mile. An Act of Parliament having been obtained for 
its erection in 1813, the foundation stone was laid in 
due form by the late Richard Holmes, Esq., on the 29th 

c 5 
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of June, in ihe aame jeM; and the Pier wm opened the 
yeu following, the funds baying been railed hj abaieB 
of £.50 each. 

There are eight flights of steps leading to the water 
at regular interrals, and two at ^ ex^r^mity, to &oiti- 
tate communication wiih the wat(^i at all times of the 
tide, which afford accommodation to the invalid, and 
to parties landing or embarking. Se^ eliditered from 
the weather, are erected by the rides of the promenade, 
and a railing extends the whole distanoe. The Pier 
runs out from the shore in a direction due North. An 
arched gateway, and a handsome lodge for the collector 
of the toll, distinguidi the entrance. The toll is two* 
pence for each individual, every time of passing on to 
die Pier; but visitors and fcunilies may subscribe by 
the week, month, or year. The subscription for an indi- 
vidual is one shilling and sisq^ce per week; for a 
family, ax. shillings*. 

Calshot Castle, and ihe entrance to tb« Solent water, 
with the spires of the churches, and the houses (^South- 
ampton, are visible in fine weather from the Pier of 
Ryde : follo¥ring the shore, Stokes Bay and Anglesea 
conduct the eye to the Royal Hospital at Haslar, and to 
Portsmouth, where the masts of the navy, and the 
buildings of the dock-yard are seen in the distanoe. 
Pursuing the line of coast, Southsea Castle, and Hay- 
ling Island present th^nselves, over whidi may be 

• In November 1889, the Pier Company laid down pipes to 
the end of the Pier for the supply of fresh water to the shipping 
at Che Motherfouik, Spidieadi and 8t Helens. 



J 



RTDB. 35 

occasionally lecogniaed the spiie and bell tower of 
Chichester cathedral. 

To the timid, and to those who are deterred by other 
causes than fear, from venturing on the " heaving wave," 
the Pier affords innumerable attractions. The arrival 
and departure of the steam packets ; — the numerous 
boats eveiy where sailing about; — ^the merchantmen, 
constantly under weigh ; — together with the occasional 
naval salutes, announcing the arrival or departure of 
ships of war, compose a scene of unusual interest and 
excitement. Nor is the spectacle on the Pier itself the 
least attractive object, from the number, and often from 
the elegance and beauty of the fair promenaders. 

A more dehghtful scene can hardly be conceived than 
this Pier affords when the placid brightness of 'a sum- 
mer's moon rests upon it. The combination of motion 
and stillness which the sea presents on a fine and 
tranquil night is inexpressibly pleasing. 

THB ASSBMBLT BOOMS 

are situated in Union Street, at the Marine Library and 
Reading Rooms of Mr. P. T. Hellyer, who is agent 
for the Southern District Banking Company, as well as 
postmaster. A great variety of London papers, reviews, 
magazines, pamphlets, &c., are always on the table ; 
while music and card parties form attractions in the 
evening. There is also a weekly assembly during the 
season. In the winter, assemblies are held once a 
month. The front is adorned with a handsome balcony, 
the viranda commanding a fine marine view. There is 
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also an elegant billiard table, for the recreation of thoee 
who play. 

THE THEATRE 

is at the top of Union Street ; it is small, but neatly 
fitted up. It is usually open during the months of 
July, August, and September. 

It was at this theatre that the admirable comic actress, 
Mrs. Jordan, appeared for the last time on the stage. 
She was then proceeding to France. She died in great 
pecuniary distress, July 5, 1816, at St. Cloud, and lies 
buried there. 

THE POST OFFICE 

is situated at the Marine Library in Union Street. 
The postmaster is Mr. P. T. Hellyer. The London 
mail arrives at eight o'clock, A.M., and the letters are 
in course of delivery at half-past eight. • The Western 
mail arrives at eleven o'clock, A.M., and the letters are 
delivered shortly afterwards. The mail leaves for Lon- 
don at seven o'clock during the summer months ; the 
Western mail at five, P.M., but it is necessary that letters 
should be posted an hour and a half previous to the hour 
of departure, to avoid the fees payable on letters posted 
after the box is closed. From April 6th to October 5th, 
bags are made up for Cowes and Southampton, and 
leave the office at three o'clock, P.M. Letters by this 
route are delivered the same day. 

THE MARKET HOUSE, 

which was completed in 1831, is situated in Land 
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Street ; it is a handsome building, having a frontage to 
the South of ] 98 feet. At the West end is the Fish 
Market ; next are the butchers' shops, with a pump of 
excellent water. The centre is intended for the Com 
Market; and the eastern division is appropriated to 
fruit, poultry, vegetables, &c. 

The market is well supplied with fish, meat, fruit, 
vegetables, poultry, butter, &c., many of the country 
people resorting hither from the back of the island. 
The market days are Tuesdays and Fridays ; but the 
market is open daily, to meet the wants of the residents. 
The Cattle Market is in front of the building. 

THE TOWN HALL 

is over the Com Market, and forms the centre of the 
building ; it consists of an elegant room, 44 feet by 26, 
opening by sliding doors into a room, 15 feet by 20, 
where the Commissioners for Improving the Town hold 
monthly meetings. When both rooms are thrown into 
one, it forms a room 60 feet in length : — the view from 
this apartment is very extensive. Balls are occasionally 
held here. 

THE ROYAL VICTORIA ARCADE 

stands on the East side of Union Street. This small but 
elegant structure was erected from the designs of Mr. 
Westmacott, the architect, at a cost of about 12,000/. 
It consists of fourteen shops, and a saloon, or picture 
gallery, 54 feet long and 22 feet high. 
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GAS AND COKE COMPANY. 

This highly respectable company, which has been 
productive of the most substantial b^iefits to the town 
of Byde, was formed (by deed of association) March 
31, 1838. Its capital consists of 5,000/., held. in 500 
^ares of lOZ. each : the engineer and permanent director 
is William Morley Stears, Esq. from Stroud, Gloucester- 
shire. 

THE FREE SCHOOL 

was erected by voluntary contributions, and opened the 
31st of August, 1812. It stands in Melville Street. 
The building, though simple, is in every respect well 
adapted to purposes of education. The entrance is 
through a small court yard, enclosed by a wall, which 
leads to a spacious room, where the boys are instructed. 
On the sides are wings : in the eastern wing the com- 
mittees meet, and the girls are instructed ; the western 
wing is the residence of the master. This institution is 
supported by voluntary contributions, and by charity 
sermons preached at St. Thomas's Chapel, twice in the 
season. The number of children in the school is 340 ; 
220 boys, and 120 girls. The children are educated 
on the national plan ; and the school is in every way 
deserving the support of the affluent and humane. 

SUNDAY SCHOOLS. 

Attached to St. James's Chapel, the Independents, 
and the TVesleyan Methodists, are Sunday Schools ; all 
of which are very creditably conducted. 
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ST. Thomas's chapel. 

The parish of Newchurch, in which the Town of Ryde 
is sittta'ted, is the most extensive in the Island, extending 
from Ryde in the North to Ventnor in the South, both 
inclusive ; the parish church is seven miles from Ryde. 
To obviate the inconvenience, arising from the distance 
of the parish chuich, Thomas Player, Esq., in the year 
1719, erected a chapel, on the site of the present build- 
ing, endowing it with a yearly stipend of ten pounds, 
payable to the vicar of the parish for officiating therein, 
or providing some one to do the duty. The number of 
inhabitants, and annual visitors, having greatly increased 
vidthin the last few years, the chapel was found to be 
too small to afford the accommodation required. 

In the year 1827, George Player, Esq. erected the 
present structure on the foundation of the old chapel. 
The elevation is very elegant. A well-proportioned 
tower rises to a considerable height, terminating in a 
light and lofty spire, which serves as a landmark to the 
mariner, and forms a pleasing object in the landscape. 
Gothic windows give light to the interior, which is fitted 
up with simplicity. A gallery runs round three sides 
of the building, and in the recesses of the wings there 
are galleries for the charity children. The choir is placed 
in a central recess, in which is placed a handsome 
organ. Under the tower are the catacombs. Divine 
service is performed in this chapel at eleven o'clock on 
Sunday mornings, and three o'clock in the affcemoon, 
during the summer six months ; but the latter hour is 
altered in the winter to half-past two. 
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The Rev. H. J. Yemon, M. A., is the present cniate. 
In October 1839, the Rev. W. Spencer Phillips, B.D., 
late Fellow of Trinity College, Oxford, was instituted 
to the vicarage of Newchurch, on the presentation of 
the Bishop of Gloucester and Bristol. 



ST. James's chapel 

is in lind Street, on the West of the Market House ; it 
was erected in the year 1827, by William Hughes 
Hughes, Esq., who sold it to the Rev. Waldo Sib- 
thorp. Mr. Sibthorp has considerably augmented and 
improved it. 

The interior is fitted with elegance. There is a gallery 
round three sides of the building; and an excellent 
organ in the West gallery. The ¥rindow of the altar 
is adorned with a fine specimen of modem stained 
glass. Over the West entrance is a cupola and clock. 
Divine service is performed here at half-past ten in the 
morning, and half-past six in the evening, on Sunday, 
and at the same hour on Thursday evening. The 
following is the scale of prices at which sittings are 
let :— 

Middle aisle, in the body - per annum 14 

Sides under the Galleries - - „ 110 

Front Seats in the Gallery - - „ 15 

Back Seate in the Gallery - „ 10 
And a due proportion of Free Seats. 
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THE INDEPENDENT CHAPEL 

is in Greorge Street ; the interior is neat, the galleries ex- 
tend around the building ; and the organ is in a semi- 
circular recess, behind the pulpit. The present minister 
is the Rev. Mr. Guyer. 

THE METHODIST CHAPEL 

is situated in Spencer Road. It is a small building, 
with a gallery on three sides, and the interior is fitted 
up with neatness. 

HOTELS AND INNS. 

The principal Hotels, are Yelf s, in Union Street ; 
and the Royal Pier Hotel, kept by Messrs. Hale and 
Randall, close to the Pier. The situation of the Pier 
Hotel is imrivalled for its prospect, which embraces 
the expanse of water from Selsey Bill to the Solent Sea. 
This Hotel has been the general resort of the Royal 
Family, when they have honoured the Isle of Wight 
with their presence. 

The Crown Commercial Hotel, High Street, conducted 
by Woodrow; and the Royal Kent Hotel, Union 
Street, by A. Stephens, are well adapted for com- 
mercial gentlemen. The Star, Upper Ryde, is a com- 
fortable house, and the charges moderate ; it is under 
the superintendence of Mrs. Lock. 

BANKS. 

There are three' branch bank establishments in Ryde : 
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— Messrs. Kirkpatrick and Co., who draw on Messis. 
Rogers, Olding, and Co. ; — the Sonthem District Bank- 
ing Company, who draw on the London and Westmin- 
ster Bank ; — and Messrs. Bassett and Co., who draw on 
Sir B. C. 01301, Bart, and Co. The Banks are open 
daily from eleven till four. 



BATHS. 

Near the Pier are Kemp's and Williams's Hot and 
Cold Baths, Shower Baths, &c., which are well fitted up. 
Rayner's Baths, in Pier Street, are a new huilding, in 
which the latest and hest arrangements have been 
adopted. 

Both establishments are welT conducted, and peisons 
visHmg them are obtain of receiving civiHty and atten- 
tion. 

SEA BATHING. 

Sea Bathii^, at Eyde, is particularly good, and may 
be enjoyed at all times of the tide ; the sands nm out 
to a great distance, and in ihe summer tin^ absorb so 
much heat from ihQ sun, that the flowing tide receives 
considerable warmth, rending the water particularly 
^latefiil to the bather. 

The situation of Byde gives it peculiar advantages as 
a bathing station over those places which open directly 
on a wide expanse of the Sea. In such situations the 
wind ofi;en produces a swell, which renders bathing not 
only insecure, but even impracticable. 
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The machines, which belong to Kemp and Williams, 
sre numerous and well arranged. 

THE FAIR 

is lield annually, on the 6ih <^ July ; and if not of much 
importmce, still it affords a Uttle recreation to the infaa- 
iMtants of the town and adjacent villages. 
It is hM in the High Street. 

THE REGATTA 

gesieaJfy takes i^ace at the end of August,, when prizes 
are contended for by the different wherries, rowing boats, 
and pilot vessels. 

The beneficial effects of -die Regatta are obvious. It 
produces amongst the boatmen a rivalry to keep their 
boats and sails in &e best possible order, as well as to 
attain a superiority in the management of their cn^. 
The visitors on their part derive advantage from the skill 
acquired by these well-contested sailing matches. Hie 
wh^le of the course is visible bojsx the Pier, which on 
these occasions is invariably crowded with spectators 
from all parts of th^ surrounding shores and country. 
During the day, the company assembled on the Pier are 
enlivened by a band of music ; in the evening there is 
a display of fireworks on the same spot ; and a Regatta 
ball is held at the Town Hall. 

His late Majesty was a contributor to the Regatta 
fund, as also Oeorge lY. The noblemen in the town 
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and neighbourhood, and the inhabitants at hagey sub- 
scribe handsomely ; and thus maintain with spirit the 
objects which first led to the establishment of the 
Regatta. 

The Ryde wherries have long been celebrated. They 
are not only exceedingly well-built, and wdl found (to 
use a nautical phrase), but are managed with a degree 
of skill, and well-disciplined steadiness, perhaps un- 
equalled on any part of the coast of England. They 
may be hired for two shillings and sixpence the hour, 
or by the trip, or day ; in the latter cases, it is best to 
make an agreement previous to starting. The boatmen 
are cleanly, civil, and intelligent, and ready to afibrd the 
stranger every information in their power. 

THE SCHOOLS 

are of great respectability. Mr. Brown, of Play Street, 
about a mile from Ryde, has a large establishment for 
young gentlemen, in a beautiful situation. Mr. Bass, 
of Cambrian House; and Mr. Chiichet, also keep schools. 
The establishment of Mrs. Butt, ^^ La Solitude,** in 
Upper Ryde, for young ladies, is highly commended. 

STEAM PACKETS 

were first introduced between this place and Portsmouth, 
in the year 1825. They were established by a number of 
spirited individuals, who subscribed the capital required, 
in £.25 shares. The facility of intercourse thus afforded, 
has added materially to the resources, not only of Ryde, 
but of the Island generally. The Steam Boats sail 
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From Ryde to Portsmouth, every day, during the 
summer months, at 7) 9, II, 12, 2, 3, 5, 
and 7 o'clock. 
Portsmouth to Ryde, every day, at 7> 8, 10, 
12, 2, 3, 4, and 6 o'clock. 

The Passage on the Quarter Deck is 1$. M, each. 

Ditto Forecastle, 1$. 

The distance is about six miles, and is usually per- 
formed in thirty-five or forty minutes. Passengers are 
conveyed on board and from the steamers without addi- 
tional charge*. 

The Packets convey horses and carriages across by 
tow boats; and such is the facility with which they 
are embarked and debarked, that visitors may leave 
London in their own carriages, and never quit them till 
arriving at their destination in the island. 

The Rocket and Independent London coaches, and the 
Brighton coach, wait the arrival of the nine o'clock 
packets from Ryde, thus enabling travellers to reach 
London or Brighton the same evening. The same 
coaches reach Portsmouth in time for the five o'clock 
Ryde packet, thereby affording passengers an opportu- 
nity of crossing to the island by six o'clock*. 

Steam packets call off the end of the Pier, for South- 
ampton and Cowes, at half-past nine in the morning, 
and three o'clock in the afternoon, during the summer, 
and at two o'clock only in the winter. 

* For the convenience of travellers, it may be desirable to 
mention, that the best Hotels at Portsmouth are the Fountain ; 
the George ; and the Quebec, immediately adjoining the landing 
place from the Steamers^ 
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». d. 

The{are,in the best cabin, to Southampton, is 3 Oeach. 
Ditto to Cowes, 1 6 

Forecastle, to Southampton, 2 

Ditto to Cowes, 1 

A steam-packet daily during the summer to South- 
ampton at two o'clock, from the Pier ; fares, d#. and 2«. 
This packet leaVes Southampton at eleven o'clock, and 
arrives at Jtyde at one^ 

During the summer, a steam packet leaves every 
Monday morning, at ten o'clock, for Brighton, and 
returns at the same hour from Brighton on the fdlowing 
day. Fare, ten shillings each person, each way. On 
Wednesday, a steam packet goes round the Island, 
which voyage is generally performed in seven or eight 
hours, according to the wind ; the charge is five shilUngB 
each. 

COAOHBBr 

Coaches start from the Pier Hotel for Newport, at 
nine, eleven, and five in the afternoon ; and they arriye 
from the Bugle, Newport, a quarter before eight, half- 
past twelve, and half-past three o'clock, daily. 

A coach goes daily at nine to Yentnor, through Shank- 
Un, and returns to Ryde at five, in time for the steam 
packet to Portsmouth. 

CARRIERS. 

There are two carriers, Mundell and Edwards, daily, 
from Newport to Ryde ; and Salter and Piurkisf from 
Ryde to Newport. 



RYDE. 47 



CABS, &c. 



To visit the back or interior of the island, post 
chaises, sociables, or cars, may be hired for the day or 
exclusion, at Yelf s. Knight's, or Wedgwood's, in Union 
Stieet ; at Bayner's, in Pier Street ; or at Hale and 
RendaU's, the Pier Hotel. 

The charges are, 

For a Carriage, and pair, per day, £A 11 6 

Car ... - „ 18 

Gig - - - - „ 14». tol6i. 

If for a shorter period, 1#. 6cL per mUe, and half-price 

back. 

TRADE, Ace. 

A considerable retail larade is carried on in Ryde. 
Numbers of vessels bound to the East or West Indies, 
and other parts, call at the Motherbank, to take in 
their stock from Ryde. There is also a ship and boat 
builder's yard, from whence many yachts have been 
launched. Vasi numbers of calves, lambs, and sheep, 
are shipped from this for the London market ; and much 
business is done by the corn-factors. The shops are 
excellent, and every article of luxury, or necessity, may 
be obtained with the greatest facility. 

The lodging houses are numerous, well furnished, and 
most of them beautifully situated, with gardens and 
pleasure grounds, commanding marine views, and a con- 
siderable extent of the opposite shore. 

The population of the town of Ryde, according to the 
last census, amounted to nearly 5000 souls. 
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WALKS IN THE VICINITY OF RYDE. 

' BINSTEAD. 

BiNSTEAD is about a mile and a half from Ryde. In 
walking thither through Spencer Road, a villa, called 
Bucklands, forms a pleasing object on the right. A 
short distance fe^rther is the entrance lodge to thogrounds 
of Ryde House, the seat of George Player, Esq. ; from 
thence a footpath across the fields, commanding the most 
lovely views of the coast, conducts the pedestrian to 
the grounds of Brookfield Cottage,and Brookfield Lodge, 
the picturesque residence of the Rev. Augustus Hewett, 
Minister of St. John s, Newport. 

Leaving the grounds on the left, we proceed to the 
church of Binstead, a small building said to have been 
erected by one of the early bishops of Winchester. 
A rude and ancient piece of sculpture forms the key- 
stone of the arch of the South door, and is supposed 
by some to have resemblance to the Thor of our Saxon 
ancestors. 

Contiguous to the church-yard is the Parsonage, the 
delightful residence of the Rev. Philip Hewitt. 

Adjoining the North side of the church»yard, stands 
the marine cottage of John Fleming, Esq., M.P. for the 
county of Hants, who has recently erected, on the ad^ 
joining shore, a bath in the Swiss style. The magnifi- 
cent trees, and the luxurious growth of the shrubs, in 
great variety, combined with the extent of the sea-view, 
lend an extraordinary charm to this peaceful retreat. 
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— " Meditation here 



** May think down hours to moments. Here the heart 

** May give a useful lesson to the head, 

" And Learning wiser grow without her hooks." 

The cottage is small, but its interior arrangements are 
convenient. 

The parish of Binstead was originally a grant of half 
a hide of land, from William the Conqueror and William 
RoAis, to Walkeline, Bishop of Winchester, for the pur- 
pose of digging stone for repairing the cathedral. 

When William of Wykeham rebuilt the body of that 
ancient edifice, the stone was procured from the Isle of 
Wight ; and the Abbot of the adjacent monastery of 
Quarr was entrusted with the conveyance of the stone 
to the shore. 

The situation of those ancient quarries is marked by 
the uneven surface of the ground in the vicinity of the 
church. 

A beautiful and shaded walk, through Quarr Wood, 
leads to Quarr Farm, where may be traced the remains 
of the ancient abbey of that name. 

This celebrated abbey was founded in the year 1131, 
in the reign of ^enry I., by Baldwin, Earl of Devon, 
and dedicated to the Virgin Mary. The monks, by 
whom it was inhabited, were removed from Savigny, in 
Normandy, and are supposed to be the first of the Cis- 
tertian order that came into England. The manor of 
Aireton was given, by Baldwin, to the Abbot of Savigny, 
in order to establish this monastery. In 1132, its re- 
venue amounted to £.134 per annum. 

P 



'1 



50 ISLE OF WIGHT. 

The chapel of the establishment contained the remains 
of Earl Baldwin, Adeliza, his countess, and Henry, their 
son. The Earl died at Quarr, in the year 1154, being 
the first year of Henry II. Three hundred pounds (an 
immense sum in those days) were bequeathed by "Wil- 
liam de Vernon, the son of the founder, for the purpose 
of erecting a tomb for his father and himself*. A 
monument to the memory of the Lady Cicely, second 
daughter of Edward IV., was also erected in the chapel. 

After the dissolution of the monasteries by Henry 
VIII., the chapel was purchased, for the sake of its 
materials, by George Mills, a merchant of Southampton. 
With a spirit worthy of the darkest ages, he devoted to 
destruction this venerable pile, with all its altars, monu- 
ments, and sepulchres of the illustrious dead. Subse- 
quently, the property was purchased by the Lord Chief 
Justice Fleming, and still remains in the hands of his 
descendants. 

From the stone quarries in its vicinity, it probably 
received its name of Quarr, or, as it is called in some of 
the old grants, " Quarraria." 

It was anciently encircled by a wall, nearly a mile in 
circumference, the greater part of which still remains. 
The ancient building is nearly demolished, — a few of 
the walls alone remain. The architecture, as far as the 

• William de Vernon left lands to the Abbey, for masses to be 
said for the souls of King Henry II. ; his father, Baldwin, the 
founder; his mother, Adeliza; his elder brother, Baldwin ; Mabel, 
his wife ; and his son, Baldwin. This deed is dated the 4th of 
September, 1206. 
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ruins will allow an opinion to be formed, was a mixtjire 
of Saxon and Gothic. 

The chapel of the monastery may be traced at the 
East end, and some vaulted cellars are discernible at the 
West end*. Part of the walls which remain form 
part of the bams and stables; and a farm-house has 
been erected out of the ruins as a residence for the 
bailifiF. The distance &om the shore is inconsiderable ; 
and just above high water mark, Edward III. built a fort 
for its defence, but not a vestige of it now remains. 

The country around is richly wooded down to the sea 
shore, and a pleasant walk of about a mile leads to a 
small village, at the mouth of Wootton Creek, called Fish 
Bourne. Here is a shipwright's yard, in which several 
frigates have been built, and likewise some of the finest 
yachts, belonging to the members of the Royal Yacht 
Club. 

From hence the pedestrian may return to Ryde, by 
turning to the left, and entering the main road from 
Newport ; or, if the tide is out, a walk is practicable 
along the shore, although the large pieces of rock may 
occasionally present impediments in the way. 

The null, at Aldermore, about a mile and a half to the 
South of Ryde, will amply repay the trouble of a walk, 
by the extent and beauty of the prospect. 

la the vicinity of the mill is Haylands, the seat of 

* The North gate of this once magnificent abb^, leading to 
the sea, was armed with a portculUs. 
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Captain Lock, R.N.; and Upton House, the newly- 
erected mansion of Captain Hoare,R.N. There are several 
other excellent houses in the neighbourhood. Turning 
to the left, is a road towards Small Brook Heath, where 
four roads meet, one of which leads back to Ryde. 

The Dover, to the East of the Pier, is a remarkable 
tract of waste land immediately opposite Portsmouth. 
It is much to be regretted that the beauty of a place 
possessing such natural advantages, should not excite in 
Ryde sufficient public spirit to convert it into a prome- 
nade. This might probably be easily effected by an 
arrangement with the proprietor ; particularly as a great 
portion of the Dover has recently been let for building 
on. 

The Dover is the burial place of many of the brave 
but unfortunate crew of the Royal Creorge^ of 108 guns, 
which noble vessel sunk at Spithead, on the 29th August, 
1782, about half-way between Ryde and Portsmouth. 
She formed part of a fleet destined for the relief of 
Gibraltar ; was considered at that period the finest ship 
in the navy ; and was commanded by Admiral Kern- 
penfeldt. 

Previous to sailing, it was deemed necessary to exa- 
mine the ship's bottom ; and for that purpose she was 
laid on her side. This was done early in the morning of 
the above day. The Admiral was writing in his cabin, 
and most of the people were between decks, when about 
3 o'clock, P.M., an unexpected squall of wind threw her 
80 much on her broadside, that the flag at her mast 
head dipped ip the wat^ ; she then rolled over on the 
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other side, her yard arms touching the sea ; after which 
she righted, and sunk in nearly an upright position. 

A victualling vessel was alongside, which was swal- 
lowed up in the whirlpool, caused hy the sinking of so 
vast a body. Other small craft in the vicinity were 
much endangered, but escaped. 

The ship was much crowded with people from the 
shore, who were taking leave of their relatives and friends. 
It ;i^as estimated that three hundred persons, including 
the wive^ and children of the sailors, were on board* 
The crew amounted to nearly nine hundred. The boats 
of the fleet saved many who were on the deck ; but the 
Admiral, with several cheers, and the greater part of 
the men who were below, sunk with the vessel. Only 
three hundred were preserved. It was impossible to 
ascertain the exact number of souls on board, at the 
time of the catastrophe, but it was calculated that 
nearly one thousand individuals were thus hurried into 
eternity. 

Admiral Kempenfeldt was nearly seventy years of 
age, and was universally lamented. He was considered 
one of the first of our naval officers for courage, judg- 
ment, nautical skill, and humanity. 

The Hoyal George had hadmore flags hoisted in her than 
any other ship in the navy ; she had been the flag-ship 
of our greatest commanders, and on the most important 
occasions ; she also carried heavier metal and taller masts 
than any other vessel in the service. Many of the 
bodies were washed on shore, near the Dover, and found 
a rude burial within its sandy soil. 
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This melaneholj occurrence has giren rise to much 
beautiful poetry. The following lines, from the classic 
pen of Sir H. C. Enolbfibld, combine a great depth 
of feeling, with poetic elegance. 

INSCRIPTION FOR A MONUMENT, 

To the Memory of those Sailors, whose bodies were cast upon the beach, 
and buried in a email meadow, under the Woods qf St, Jokn^s. 

Thou ! who dost tread this smooth and verdant mead, 

Viewing, delighted, the fair hills that rise 

On either hand, a sylvan theatre : 

While in the front, with snowy pinions closed. 

And thunders silent, Britain's guardian fleet 

On the deep bosom of the azure sea 

Reposes awful ; pass not heedless by 

These mould'ring heaps, which the blue spiry grass 

Scarce guards from mingling with the common earth. 

Mark ! in how many a melancholy rank 

The graves are marshall'd. Dost thou know the fate. 

Disastrous, of their tenants ? Hushed the winds, 

And smooth the billow, when an unseen hand 

Smote the great ship, and rift her massy beams : 

She reeled, and sunk. Over her swarming decks 

The flashing wave in horrid whirlpool rushed : 

While, from a thousand throats, one wailing shriek 

Burst, — and was heard no more. 

Then, day hy day. 
The ebbing tide left frequent on the sand 
The livid corpse. And his overloaded net 
The shuddering fisher loathed to drag ashore. 
And here, by friends unknown, unmarked, unwept. 
They rest— Refuse not thou a passing sigh. 
And wish of quiet consummation. 
For in thy country's service these men died. 
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In the year 1839, Colond C. W. Pasley, of the 
Royal Engmeers, was employed by the Government to 
remove the obstructions which the ruins of this large 
ship had occasioned in the most eligible part of the 
anchorage of Spithead. 

Colonel Pasley's plan was to blow the huge ship to 
pieces with gunpowder : cylinders of gunpowder were 
deposited by divers mider the more exposed parts of the 
wreck, and then ignited £rom the surface by means of 
galvanic wires. 

Colonel Pasley commenced his operations in August, 
and concluded them in November. The quantity of 
powder consumed during the various experiments was 
12,940&>. Two explosions (one in August and one in 
September) took place, and altogether, Colonel Pasley 
states, that there was recovered from the wreck, 
^^ Twelve guns, five gun-carriages, one hundred beams 
^^ and riders, or lu'ge fragments of them, exclusive of 
^' other timbers, planks, and copper, besides the 
" cooking-place and boilers complete, the stem, and 
" great part of the bows on each side of it, the two 
*'^ capstans, part of the mainmast, and all that remained 
" of the foremast of the Royal George." 

The following lines, descriptive of the second explo- 
sion, which occurred September 22, 1839, have been 
written expressly for this work. 

THB BLOWINCkUP OF THE ROYAL GEORGE. 

For half-a-century, deep in the bosom 

Of the ever-rolling sea, this wreck had laid. 
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But mar]( the triumphs of the diver's skill ! 
A huge cylinder, with gunpowder fill'd, 
Was lower'd to the bottom of the deep, 
And by the daring divers plac'd on that part 
Of the mighty wreck which time had left most 
Solid and compact. 

Then were riven, by a 
Battery voltaic, each giant timber. 
And every massy beam, so firmly bound 
Together : planks, spars, riders, and fragments, 
Of the long-sunk vessel to the sur&ce 
Of the waters did float up, bit by bit. 
And left this &m'd and noble anchorage clear. 

Ere this vast explosion, Ocean's sar&ce 
Was as some polish'd mirror, calm and smooth. 
Reflecting back each cloud, that sail'd above ! 
But now each wave heav'd light and tremulous. 
As if 'twere breathed upon by gentle winds. 
Then, from the midst of the blue billows, rose 
A huge dome of water, shaped like a cone^ 
Slowly and grandly did this mass uprise, 
And when it had attain'd a height immense. 
It thunder'd down, like some vast cataract. 
Creating o'er the deep wide spreading rings, 
And circles all around. R. R. 

It is a singular circumstance that, in the reign of 
Henry VIII., during an engagement between the English 
fleet, under Viscount Lisle in the Great Harry y and a 
French fleet commanded by Admiral D'Annebaut, the 
Mwry RoMy one of the largest of the British ships, com- 
manded by Sir George Carew, was overpowered from 
the weight of her own ordnance, and in consequence of 
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keeling considerably, the. water rushed in at the 
port-holes, and caused her to sink, near the same 
spot. 

At the extremity of the Dover stands Appley House, 
the residence of Mrs. Bennett ; it is much and deservedly 
admired for the singular beauty of its situation. The 
wood, which grows close down to the sea-shore, is a 
noble object from the house, and presents an agreeable 
retreat from the heat of smnmer. 

Appley was for many years the mansion house of the 
Hutt family. The last proprietor of this beautiful 
estate of that name is now Governor of the Colony of 
Western Australia. The gallant Captain John Hutt, 
who so greatly distinguished himself, and fell in com- 
mand of The Queen^ in Lord Howe's glorious victory 
on the 1st of June, 1794, was also of this &mily. He 
was interred in the church-yard of Gosport situated 
opposite. A splendid monument was afterwards raised 
to his memory in Westminster Abbey. 

Quitting Appley, a road through the fields lea(fs to 
the Brading and Ryde road. 

Proceeding along the shore, the Swiss cottage of 
Lewis Wyatt, Esq. surrounded with trees, arrests the 
attention. 

Passing Sea Field, the charming villa of Mrs. Beach, 
we arrive at Sea View (formerly called Old Fort), and 
also Nettlestone. The latter village is exceedingly small, 
consisting of a few lodging-houses, which, from the 
beauty of their situaHon, are during the summer months 
constantly occupied. The sea here opens with much 

d5 
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boldness, and the opposite coast of Sussex bonnds the 
distant view. 

The. Priory is an estate belonging to Edward Qrose 
Smith, Esq. The grounds are ornamented with fine trees 
in considerable number. The present mansion stands on 
the site of a house of Cluniac monks, which was for- 
merly attached to a Priory in Normandy. A farm- 
house succeeded to the monastery, at its suppression by 
Henry III. who bestowed the living on Eton College, 
to which it still belongs. The building was greatly 
enlarged and improved by the late Sir Nash Grose, 
Knight, one of the judges of the Court of King's 
Bench. 

In contemplating the beauty of its situation, which 
in some respects can scarcely be equalled throtighout the 
island, we feel little wonder at its having been the site of 
a priory. The grounds, which skirt the shore, are well 
laid out, and contain some fine trees. 

There is a small square tower in ruins at the eastern 
extremity of the Priory grounds towards the sea, which 
is said to be of Saxon origin ; it is probably the erection 
of a later, but still of a very remote period. The Pro- 
montory on which it is raised is called " Watch-House 
" Point." 

The "Watch-House Point closes the scene towards St. 
Helens, and overlooks the charming picture of Brading 
Haven, with the village of Bembridge, and its chapel 
on the opposite side of the harbour. 

A floating beacon, called the Nab Light,has beenplaced 
by the Trinity House off this point, as a guide to vessels 
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entering St. Helens roads, or Spithead, daring the 
night. 

Returning towards Ryde, near where the road turns to 
Sea View, is Sea Grove, the residence of the Rev. John 
Le Merchant. At a little distance, in a commanding 
situation, stands the villa of John Leacock, Esq. It is a 
singular looking structure, displaying more of grotesque 
fancy than of architectural skill. 

About two miles from Ryde, on the right, stands 
"Woodlands, the elegant villa of John Percival, Esq. 
surrounded with timber of fine growth, and command- 
ing charming views of the sea, and opposite shore. At 
a little distance to the left is "Westridge, the seat of 
John Young, Esq. About a mile and a half from Ryde, 
the road takes a turn to the shore, leading to Puckpool, 
near which is St. Clare. This mihiature castle is 
the residence of Colonel Harcourt, and is beautifully 
situated : the grounds are adorned with various groups 
of trees, and laid out with considerable taste. The pro- 
spect from the summit is very beautiful, comprising 
Southampton, the New Forest, Portsmouth with its har- 
bour, Selsey Bill, with the Channel opening to the East- 
ward ; while the sylvan scenery of the interior of the 
island completes a view, of which description can give 
but a faint idea. 

A new hotel has recently been erected at Springfield, 
called the " Vernon Hotel,'* and is under the superin- 
tendence of Mr. Hto. 

A little to the west of Colonel Ilarcourt's is St'. John's, 
the property and, during many years, the residence of 
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Sir Ricbard-Godin ^meon, Bart, who has a considerable 
estate around it. 

St. John's was built by the first Lord Amherst, who 
gave it this name in commemoration of his victory in 
America. It was afterwards purchased by a predecessor 
of the present owner, and by him considerably embel- 
lished. The grounds, which he caused to be laid out 
under the superintendence of the celebrated Mr. Repton, 
have been greatly admired as a graceful specimen of the 
taste and fancy of this eminent landscape gardener. 
The mansion has been enlarged by its present proprietor, 
and is now spacious and handsome. 

From the eminence on which it stands, St. John's 
commands a noble prospect, East, North, and West, 
including almost every object which gives beauty or 
interest to the scenery of the Island. 

The grounds in the immediate vicinity of St. John's 
have been recently offered to the pubUc upon building 
leases ; and it is impossible to overrate the extraordinary 
beauty of the rich and active scene which they overlook. 
A noble line of road has been formed by Sir Richard 
Simeon ; and there is Httle doubt that the opportunity 
which is thus afforded will lead to a series of villas, the 
site of which will be one of unrivalled interest and beauty. 

To the westward of the eminence on which St. 
John's stands, is Monk's Mead, so called from having 
originally belonged to the monks of Quarr Abbey. 
Ascending the opposite hill, at a short distance from 
the turnpike, stands the mansion of Rear- Admiral 
Ribouleau. This excursion may be shortened at plea- 
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sure, as several turns lead to the shore, thus enabling 
the pedestrian to shorten his tour at discretion. Rural 
walks present themselves in every direction, each 
affording a great variety of interesting views*. 

EXCURSIONS BY WATER. 

The superiority of the Ryde boats, and the favourable 
situation of the town^ offer unusual advantages to those 
who are fond of aquatic trips ; nor are there wanting 
objects in the neighbourhood to call forth admiration 
from all who adnure Nature in her most picturesque 
forms. The venerable ruins of Netley Abbey, on the 
banks of the Southampton Water, can scarcely fail oi 
exciting feelings of the deepest interest in every beholder. 
There is something inexpressibly touching in the sight 
of this enormous pile of architecture, gray withantiquity, 
and slowly sinking to decay. It seems to have reposed 
in the seclusion of its lordly woods, shut up from the 
world, as though it were important enough to have 
existed merely for itself. It -stands now embosomed in 
a leafy covert, in all the grandeur of colossal ruin ; con- 
trasting the transient and perishing glories of art with 
the ever springing and revivmg energies of Nature. The 
ivy is luxuriant and picturesque, and the body of the 
chapel is seen filled with fragments of the building, 
overgrown witii weecU and moss. 

* A pleasant drive from Ryde is to the summit of Binstead Hill, 
where, turning to the left, is a good road through Firestone Copse, 
joining the Newport road at Wootton Bridge, and returning by the 
turnpike-road to Ryde. 
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'* From the rent roof and portico sublime, 
Where rev'rend shrines in Gothic grandeur stood, 
The nettle or the noxious night-shade spreads ; 
And ashlings, wafted from the neighbouring wood. 
Through the worn turret wave their trembling heads." 

A vidit to Portsmouth will be more than usually 
interesting, as affording a prospect of the prodigious 
naval resources of England; indeed, the Dock-yard, 
and the vessels in the harbour, &c. must form subjects 
for no ordinary contemplation. 

The Dock-yard, with its various stores and founderies, 
can be viewed, daily, at ten o'clock in the morning, or at 
two in the afternoon, on application to the Master 
Warden. The Block machinery of Portsmouth is one 
of the most perfect constructions of the kind in the 
world. The visitor is enabled to observe at once the 
whole process of the manufacture from the moment the 
timber is brought into the building till the block is com- 
pletely finished, and fit for use. 

If a proper state of the tide is selected, the excursion 
maybe extended to Porchester: its old castle will interest 
the antiquarian. The date of its erection is unknown, 
but in all probability it was a place of defence before 
the Christian era. The ruin evidences various styles of 
architecture : the massive tower is an object of consider- 
able importance in the view. It may be remarked, 
also, that a short cruise from Ryde to Anglesea and 
Stokes Bay, is not devoid of interest. 

To the Eastward, a sail of greater extent than the 
preceding may be made to Bembridge, at the mouth of 
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Brading Haven, where a small inn will furoish all the 
usual refreshments. Taking advantage of the tide, a 
delightful trip may he taken to "Wootton Bridge. The 
banks of the Creek, by which it is approached, aie 
beautifully clothed with timber. Further to the "West, 
Oowes presents itself, where the party may land ; and, 
after enjoying a ramble in the neighbourhood, sail back 
to the Pier, which affords a convenient point for landing 
at all states of the tide. The scenery that presents 
itself in these trips will be more amply pointed out in 
the excursion round the island by water. 

EXCURSION TO ST. HELENS, YAVERLAND, BEMBRIDGE, 
BRADING, ASHEY, AND RETURN TO RYDE. 

The road to St. Helens follows the route described 
from the Priory to Ryde. Passing St. John's, St. Clare, 
Woodlands, Fairy Hill, and the entrance to the Priory, 
we reach the church of St. Helens, situated about a 
mile f^m the village. It was consecrated by Bishop 
Trelawney, in 1719, and was considerably enlarged 
and improved in 1829. The old church stood on the 
Dover, at the entrance of Brading Haven ; but the sea 
made such considerable encroachments that it was de- 
stroyed, the tower alone remaining. This tower has been 
strengthened with solid masonry, to serve as a mark for 
vessels entering St. Helens roads. 

The approach to the village of St. Helens commands 
extenave vi^ws of the Channel and Brading Haven, 
which, at the time of high water, has all the appearance 
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of a beautiful lake. The idllage is dtuated on a nsang 
ground, and fonns a square, with the green in the. centre. 
A feny-boat plies between the Dover and Bembridge ; 
and there is also a horse boat for the conveyance of 
horses and carriages. 

On reaching the Brading highway, a short distance 
from the town, is a road diverging to the right leading 
to Nunwell, the fine old family mansion of Sir William 
Oglander, Bart. The dovms shelter the house from the 
South-west winds. It is supposed to derive its name 
from the nuns of Ashey monastery resorting to a well 
(still recognised near the house), on the domain, for their 
supply of water. 

Pursuing the road, we arrive at Brading. 

BRADING 

is a market town, four miles from Ryde, and eight from 
Newport. The town consists of one long street, and 
has a market for com on 'M.ond&yB (the original grant 
for wldch was for Wednesday) : also two fairs annually, 
one on the day of St. Philip and St. James ; the other 
on the eve and day of St. Matthew ; but they are now 
kept on the 12th of May and 2nd of October. It has 
also a court of pU pottdre. 

Its earliest charter is dated in the reign of EkLward 
YI., and the town is governed by a senior and junior 
bailiff, chosen annually, a recorder (for life), and thirteen 
jurats. The common seal is encircled with the motto of 
" The Kyng's Towne of Bradynge." The corporation 
pay an annual fine, or fee-farm rent, into the Exchequer, 
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of £,2 13t, 4d,j or four marks ; their rerenue is derived 
from certain dues on shops and trades, assessed according 
to ancient charter. 

The former Town Hall, a small structure, now used 
as a school-room, is over the Market House. Near it is 
the Church, which is considered one of the oldest in the 
Island; indeed, the earliest religious establishment in 
the Island is supposed to have been on its site. This 
edifice is conjectured to have been erected in 704, by 
Wilfred, Bishop of "Winchester, and here his first convert 
to Christianity is said to have been baptized. 

The present building consists of a chancel, nave, and 
side aisles : the roof is supported by Saxon pillars*. 
The following epitaph, on Mrs. Berry, who was interred 
in this churchyard, has been rendered universally known 
by the admirable music of Dr. Calcottt, who, being 
sensibly alive to the pathos so happily expressed, con- 
ferred an immortality on the poet's verse, by enshrining 
it, in one of the emanations of his refined and creative 
genius. 

To gratify that portion of our readers who may be musi- 
cal, and at the same time to render this volume the more 
attractive and complete, we have caused to be engraved 

* A small cbapel at the East end of the South aisle, behind 
a screen, is the place of intennent of the ancient family of the 
Oglanders. The parish retains the sovereignty over the parishes 
of Yaverland and Shanklin, who are compelled to bury their dead 
here. The church is dedicated to the Virgin Mary. 

f This music Dr. Callcott is said to have composed while on a 
visit at St John's. 
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this composition of Dr. Oallcott's, which has attained 
snch well merited celehrity. It is placed at the end of 
the volume. 

Forgive, blest shade, the tributary tear, 
That mourns thy exit from a world like this ; 

Forgive the wish that would have kept thee here, 
And 8tay*d thy progress to the seats of bliss. 

No more confined to grov'ling scenes of night — 
No more a tenant pent in mortal clay ; 

Now should we rather hail thy glorious flight, 
And trace thy journey to the realms of day. 

The epitaph on Mr. John Beny, whose giare lies 
near that of his wife, is also deserving notice : — 

It must be so— our father Adam's fall 
And disobedience, brought this lot on all. 
All die in him, and hopeless should we be, 
Blest Revelation, were it not for thee ! 
Hail, glorious Gospel ! heavenly light, whereby 
We live in comfort and in comfort die. 
And view in that bright world beyond the tomb 
A life of endless happiness to come. 

This may not be poetry of a very elevated descrip- 
tion, but it is simple, and becoming its purpose. 

Nothing is known of Mr. and Mrs. Berry, except 
that he was engaged in the humble duties of an excise- 
man. Of the poet, whose pious and pathetic verses on 
the latter have given celebrity to the churchyard of this 
remote provincial town, not even the name has been 
preserved. 
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Brading Haven contains between eight and nine hun- 
dred acres of marshy ground, which is covered at high 
water, and admits small vessels to the quay, where agri- 
cultural produce is shipped for other markets*. 

YAVERLAND 

is about a mile and a half from Brading. The parish is 
small, and its little church, surrounded with a grove of 
elms, is one of the most interesting and ancient in the 
Isle of Wight. It is supposed to have been built by 
one of the Russell family, in the reign of Edward I. 
It consists of a body and chancel, and has a well-pre- 
served semicircular arch, of Norman architecture, orna- 
mented with various mouldings. 

Previous to being used as a parish church, it was 
probably a private chapel, belonging to the lords of the 
manor. It pays ten shillings annually, as an acknow- 
ledgment, to the mother church of Brading, where the 
inhabitants of Yaverland exercise the right of burial, 
under the care of their own minister. The parsonage 
is a beautiful object ; the architecture is elegant ; and 
some fine elms add considerably to its ornament. The 
Manor Farm, which is near it, is a respectable mansion 
of the period of James I. From hence is a fine view 

• Brading Haven, containing 8/>6 acres of marshy ground, is 
covCTcd every tide by the sea, which flows through the narrow 
inlet between St. Helens and Bembridge. Various attempts have 
been made to recover the land ; but the sea making. such constant 
breaches, has compelled the abandonment of so desirable an 
object. 
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' of Sandown Bay, and Dunnose Promontory in the dis- 
tance. 

Proceeding over 

BEMBBIDGE DOWN, 

which forms the summit of the Culver Clifis (and are 
four hundred feet ahove the level of the sea), the scenery 
is peculiarly heautiful, perhaps the grandest in the 
Island. 

At the "West end of the Culver Cliffs, and thirty feet 
helow its summit, is " The Hermit's Hole ;" a cavern 
which penetrates ahout twenty feet into the rock. 
There is a path leading to it, hut so steep, rugged, and 
dangerous, that only the most venturesome would 
attempt to descend. Nor is there any thing in the 
cavern to compensate for the danger and difficulty in- 
curred in reaching it. These cliffs are much resorted to 
hy gulls and pigeons; from the latter it received its 
name, culppe heing the Saxon word for pigeon. Pur- 
suing our way along the cli£& we reach the Foreland, the 
easternmost point of the island ; thence we proceed to 

BEMBBIDGE POINT, 

where several pleasant villas and lodging-houses have 
been recently erected ; as also a commodious hotel. The 
situation of this village is beautiful, and it has the 
advantage of an elegant Chapel of ease. This building, 
which was raised by subscription, was consecrated by 
Dr. Tomline, Bishop of "Winchester, in 1827. 

On our retium, we cross the Brading road, and, pass- 
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ing over the down of the same name, arrive at " Ashey 
" Sea-mark," on the lofty point of Ashey Down. This 
conspicuous land-mark was erected hy Goyemment in 
1735, to facilitate the navigation into St. Helens roads 
and Spithead. It is a triangular pyramid, of stone, 
about twenty feet high. From this elevated point is 
one of the most extensive views in the Island, comprising 
Portsmouth, Spithead, Chichester, Hayling Island, Sel- 
sey Bill, Southampton "Water, with the Solent, and the 
English Channel, the Haven of Brading, Sandown Bay, 
the woods towards "Wootton Bridge, Nunwell, and the 
richly-cultivated vales of Arreton and of Newchurch ; in- 
terspersed with farm-houses, seats, villas, and churches. 

At the foot of the hill, on the right of the road, stands 
Ashey Manor House and Farm, originally the site 
of a monastery, possessing spacious and elegant suites 
of apartments, with chapel, cemetery, &c. From the 
period of Edward I. to Henry VIII. it was attached to 
the monastery of Whorley, near Andover. In the reign 
of Elizabeth, a poor woman, named Agnes Foster, was 
accused here, before the lord of the manor, of witchcraft ; 
and such was the ignorance and bigotry of the period, 
that her little property was confiscated, and she herself 
narrowly escaped a cruel death. 

The lord of the manor held a court here annually in 
November, when the constables for Ashey and Ryde 
were chosen; but the court was discontinued in the year 
1839. 

The road from hence to Ryde is pleasant, and the 
views interesting. 
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PBOM RYDB TO NEWPORT. 

On leaying Ryde we pass Westmont, the seat of Mrs. 
lind ; a little farther on the right is Stone Pitts, the 
residence of Captain Brigstocke, R.N. Ascending the 
hiU, the road on the right conducts to Binstead, while 
that on the left leads to Firestone Copse, and Wootton, 
returning to Ryde hy the high road. Two miles from 
Ryde, we pass Quarr Farm, which has heen pieyiously 
descrihed. 

Nothing of peculiar interest occurs until we reach 
Kite Hill, near Wootton Bridge, the seat of Mr. An- 
drews ; and from this spot a prospect is presented ex- 
ceedingly picturesque. The village of Wootton, with 
its whitened cottages ; Fern Hill, standing on the oppo- 
site sunmiit, with its park-like grounds descending to 
the rivei^s edge, — ^the beautiful sheet of water, extend- 
ing to Firestone Copse; — the rustic bridge; — the mill, 
and the vessels at its quay, together with the finely- 
wooded banks, cannot fail to make a strong impression 
(m the mind of the beholder. This lovely spot is most 
advantageously viewed at high water. 

A passage-boat plies between Wootton Bridge and 
Portsmouth, daily; it leaves Wootton at nine o'dock 
in the morning, and returns at four in the afternoon. 

Proceedii^ up the hill, we pass a neat Wesleyan 
chapel. At the summit of the hill, on the right, is the 
residence of the Rev. R. Walton White, the incumbent 
of the living of Wootton, and a magistrate of the island. 
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A road on the right leads to the church, and Sling's 
Quay. The church stands a short distance fnmi the 
Tillage, and is built on the site of a more ancient edifice, 
which was destroyed by fire. It is a chapelry to 
Whippingham, and pays ten shillings annually, as an 
acknowledgment of its dependence. 

Pursuing the road to Newport, on the left is Fern 
Hill, the residence of Samuel Saunders, Esq. This is 
not an inelegant but singularly looking mansion ; its lofty 
tower, which gives such a peculiarity to its appearance, 
renders it conspicuous on all sides from a great distance. 
The grounds are laid put with much judgment, and con- 
tain shrubs and trees of very fine growth. 

A turn to the right leads to Whippingham, and East 
Cowes ; while another in the opposite direction leads to 
Arreton. Ascending the hill to Staplers, one of the 
finest views in the island opens around. Newport, which 
seems almost buried in the bosom of a quiet valley, 
here suddenly presents itself: beyond these, the eye 
quickly recognises the oft-depictured Ruins of Caris- 
brooke Castle, as it stands in stem loneliness on the 
summit of the distant hill, like the phantom of departed 
power. 

By the Castle's side, and as if within its protecting 
shadow, the picturesque village and ancient church of 
Carisbrooke are discerned ; — Newtown creek, East and 
"West Cowes, the New Forest, Calshot Castle, the 
Southampton Water, East Cowes' Castle, the roads, 
with the vessels at anchor, — ^all form points calculated 
to arrest the attention. But the most pleasing object 
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perhaps is the bird's-eye view afforded of the Medina 
river, with the life-like variety of its chasing sails, and 
changeful hues ; and further on the beautiful glimmer of 
the distant sea. 

A new church is being built near Newport, the 
foundation-stone of which was laid in April 1840, hy 
Lady "Worsley Holmes. 

Descending the hill to Newport, we pass Belcroft, 
the residence of John Cooke, Esq. A little below it is 
an important lace factory, the property of Messrs. Nunn. 
At the bottom of the hill, a turn to the right leads to 
East Cowes. Pursuing our way through the turnpike, 
we arrive at Newport, the capital of the Island. 
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Newport, the capital, and the moBt ancient town 
existing in the Island, claims, both from its fonner and 
present importance, a ciicomstantial aooount of its origin, 
which, as it is a curious portion of History, we think 
cannot fcul to interest our readers. 

While the Castle of Garisbrooke was inhabited by the 
^^ Lords of the Isle of Wight," and the Priory retained 
its ecclesiastical dignity, the town of Garisbrooke was, 

E 
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in fact, the metropolis of the Island, and Newport 
no more than an insignificant village, inhabited bj 
fishermen. 

When the lordship of the Isle was sold to the 
Crown, the Castle lost its consequence as the court of a 
potent baron, nor did feudality any furthet resort to it ; 
and in the wars with France, which ensued soon after- 
wards, the Priory was sequestered as an alien priory. 

Thus deprived of its two principal supports, the 
town of Carisbrooke fell to decay, while Newport rose 
gradually to importance, owing to the superior advan- 
tages of its situation. 

The land of the Island being fertile, com, at an early 
period became the staple commodity ; but Carisbrooke 
market proved unsuited and inconvenient for trade, on 
account of its distance from a port ; while not fsur from 
it, a clear and copious stream from the Southern hills 
directed its course into the channel which separated 
the Island from the British coast ; and the tide flowing 
up almost to the centre of the Isle, pointed out New- 
port as a most desirable spot, it being well-sheltered, 
and well-watered, and lying most convenient for com- 
munication with eveiy part of it. 
. The River worked mills to grind the com, and the 
tide from the seaaot odiy furnished a conveyance for it 
to any part of the world, but also for such foreign com- 
modities in retum, as the Idanders mi^t want for their 
oWn consumption. 

These oireumstandes sufficiently account for the decline 
of Carisbrooka to an inconsiderable viUage, while New- 
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port rose by degrees, and became the most flourishing 
town in the Isle of Wight. 

Newport is nearly in the c^itre of the island ; and 
its situation, as has been already stated, is highly adyan- 
tageous for commerce, as the Medina is navigable to the 
town for snfiall craft ; and win become more so, if Sir 
John Bennie's plan fur widening and deepening the 
river be carried into e£fect. 

This stream, which takes its rise at St. Caiherine's 
Hill, in the South of the Island, forms a natund division 
of the Island into East and West Medine, and is here 
joined by another small stream, which rises about three 
miles to the West of the town, in a place called Qay- 
nor^s €hrove. -At the confluence of these streams, a con- 
venient quay and landing slip have been erected, and 
several warehouses are situated on the water^s edge. 

Here the fertile, pleasant valley of the river, chequered 
with gardens and groves, the neat, thriving town, the 
vessels loading and unloiMliiig) and the fertile hills that 
encircle the whole, afford a scene which is at once 
tomquil and animated. 

The agriculturist ships his corn and other produce on 
the Medina, which bears it down to the sea-port at 
Cowes, and the returning barges bring articles of manu- 
facture, coals, iron, timber, tea, coCde, and whatever 
else may be wanted, to Newport, which is a central 
depdt, and furnishes nearly all the interior and back of 
the Island. 

Sir Richard Worsley tells us that, in his time, on every 
Saturday (the principal market-day), no fewer than 200 
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waggon loads of different kinds of grain were brought 
into Newport, amounting to 1400 or 1500 quarters; 
great part of which was made on the Island into flour 
or malt, or biscuit for the navy. 

From the central situation of Newport^ and other 
causes, the market is the great resort of the Island 
farmers, and much buoness is transacted here weekly, 
in com and other agricultural produce ; while the Til- 
lages in the interior and back of the Island draw from it 
all their supplies. 

The town is situated on a Very easy ascent of gromid, 
and chiefly disposed in five parallel streets in length, 
and as many in breadth. At the points where these 
streets intersect, there are three squares which serve as 
market-places, but which have been much encroacbed 
upon by recent builders. The dwelling-chouses, generally 
built of brick, are neat and conTonient. The town, on the 
whole, notwithstanding its antiquity, has a modem air, 
but there are a few old buildings in it. The streets are 
wide, and well paved, and the gas ^ves them a lively 
appearance in the evening. The shops are numerous, 
many of them well fitted up, and abundantly sup- 
plied with every article of ordinary demand t indeed, it 
may be asserted, that the shops are equal to those of 
any provincial town in the kingdom, and their trade 
far greater than the stranger, glandng at the size of the 
place, could imagine. 

There are two Masonic Lodges in the town. 
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SAINT Thomas's church. 



The church for the populous town of Newport is a 
chi4pel of ease to the beautifully-situated village church 
of Carisb/ooke, the vicar of which parish nominates the 
curate at Newport ; a privilege once possessed by the 
mhabitants, who have recently manifested an inclination 
to re-assert their former right. 

The churdi has little in its exterior to recoipmend it 
to the notice of visitors ; it is dedicated to St. Thomas 
a Becket (whose murder and canonization were then 
recent events), and was probably built about the year 
1172, in the latter part of the reign of Henry II. 

Having been repaired at various periods, it presents 
several varieties of architecture. It 'consists of a body 
and two aisles, one Of which is separated from the rest 
by seven Gothic arches, and the other by six. The 
chancel is divided from the body by small oak arches 
and pillars, ornamented with carving. The pulpit is an 
unconmion relic of antiquity, and of elaborate work- 
manship, richly ornamented with fourteen carved 
emblematical figures, representing the Cardinal Virtues ; 
the sounding board is also beautifully carved, and 
corresponds with the pulpit. This curious relic of 
antiquity bears the date of 1636. 

At the West end there is a square tower, which con- 
tains a peal of six bells, and a clock. It has a gallery 
on three rides, with an excellent organ over the West 
entrance. There are no monuments of importance, 
except one, very curiously sculptured, in the South-east 
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comer of the chuzch, to the memory of Sir Eldward 
Horsey, Captain of the Isle of Wight, who died in the 
time al Queen Elisabeth*. Within its walls are de- 
posited the remains of the Frincese Slizabeth, second 
daughter oi Charles I., who died a prisoner 'at Caris- 
brooke Castie, about nineteen months after the execu- 
tion of her fikthert. An arched yault was discovered in 
October 17^3, near the aitar ; a stone^ witii the initials 
E. S., marked the spot The leaden coffin, in which 
her remains were deposited, was found in a vault, which 
was perfectly dry when it was opened, and the cofi&n 

* Sir Edward was a brave and fortunate commander, by sea 
and by land. He was much beloved by the £iiToiirite, the Earl of 
Leicester, who entrusted him with the secret of his clandestine 
marriage with Lady Douglas Sheffield, whom the knight gave 
away in person. This circumstance, however, did not prevent his 
denying or concealing all knowledge of the nuptials when the 
worthless earl &ncied another fair one. In reward for services 
like these the favourite gave him the captaincy of the Idand; and 
though foully obtained, he discharged bis trust (a period of seven- 
teen years) very much to the satisfiu^tion of the islanders. 

It is recorded of Sir Edward Horsey that he stocked the country 
with game, and gave a young lamb for every live hare brought into 
it that was fit for breeding. 

f The Princess Elizabeth was two years younger than the 
Duke of York. " She was," says Clarendon, ** a lady of dis- 
tinguished parts, of great observation, and early understanding." 

She sunk into an obscure grave at the early age of fifteen years; 
three of which she had passed in confinement According to 
Hume, it was intended to have apprenticed the Princess to a 
button-maker at Newport 

*' Vatene in pace alma beata e bella r* 
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in a state almost new, "with the following inscription 
on it : — 

ELIZABETH, 2d DATGHTEB 

OF Y*- LATE KING CHAkLES, 

DBCni'D SBPt. 8, MDOL* 

The annexed sketch conectly i^iesents the situation 
10 which the coffin stood when the yault was opened*. 

Divine service comosences at half-past ten o'clock in 
the morning, three in the afternoon, and six in the 
evening. The Reverend Charles Woxsley is the present 
highly respected minister. The sacred edified stands in 
the Com Market. 

There is no church-3rard immediately attached to ihe 
building, as the inhabitants formerly interred their dead 
at Carisbrooke ; but the plague raging at Newport, in 
the rtign of Elizabeth, the burialrgiound at Carisbrooke 
was found too limited, and the inhabitants obtained the 
grant of a piece of ground to the South of the town, 
which since that period has been used as a cemetery. 



ST. John's church. 

, A new church, dedicated to St. John, has recently 
been erected at Node Hill, as a chapel of ease to the 
parish of Carisbrooke. 

It is of neat modem Gothic architecture, built of 

* Figure 1, shows the coffin in a side riew, as it stood in the 
vwaUti — Figure 2, the lid, with the inscription. 
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fireestone, and annexed to it is a burial place. The 
Reverend Augustus Hewett is the officiating minister. 

THE CATHOLIC CHAPEL 

is a large structure, rituated in Pyle Street. It was 
built by the late Mrs. Heneage, who left a sum of 
money for the purpose of endowing it. The interior is 
handsomely fitted up ; and it possesses a good organ. 
The Reverend Mr. Fryer is the officiating minister. 

THE BAPTIST CHAPEL 

is situated in Casde Hold. It is neatly fitted up, with 
a gallery on three sides. The minister is the Reverend 
Mr. Trestrell. 

A PRDflTIVS METHODIST CHAPEL 

is in ^olyrood Street ; and the minister is the Reverend 
W. Harland. 

THE WESLEYAN CHAPEL 

is at the bottom of Pyle Street, and is a large building, 
possessing extensive accommodation, with a gallery on 
three sides. It ha? also the advantage of a good organ. 
Hie minister is the respected Reverend Robert Ben- 
them. 

INDEPENDENT CHAPELS. 

One is situated on Node Hill ; the other in St. James's 
Street. The Reverend Mr. Spence officiates at the 
former, and the Reverend Mr. Giles at the latter« 
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They are both roomy Btructures, with eztenrive galleries 
on three sides. 

* 

THE UNITARIAN CHAPEL 

is a neat building, in the High Street. It has an 
organ, and a large gallery over the entrance, the interior 
is fitted up with much neatness. The Reverend Mr. 
Kell is the minister. 

THE ISLE OF WIGHT INSTITUTION, 

in St. James's Square, is a handsome stone edifice, with 
a piazza. It was erected in 1810, by subscription, at 
an expense of £.3000, and is certainly one of the most 
useful buildings in the town. 

Members are admitted, on a payment of £.2 2#. and 
an ibmual subscription of the like amount. Members 
have the privilege of introducing a stranger. Non-resi- 
dents, on a payment of £.1 5#. may become subscribers 
for six months. 

« 

The Institution has a good collection of books, to 
which liberal contributions are continually being made. 
The daily papers, magazines, reviews, and other periodical 
publications, are constantly on the table. In a room 
adjoining the library, there is a collection of natural and 
artificial curiosities. 

THE mechanics' INSTITUTION 

is situated in the Com Market, and was established in 
the year 1825, and is extremely well supported ; it 
possesses a decent library, and lectures are occasionally 
given. 

B 5 
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THE CORPORATION 

consists of a mayor, six aldennen, and eighteen council- 
lors ; nine for the North, and nine for the South ward. 

This alteration from its former mode of government 
by the mayor, recorder, ten aldermen, and twelve 
burgesses, was effected by the Municipal Act, passed 
September 1835, to provide for the regulation of muni- 
cipal corporations in England and Wales. The number 
of qualified voters for the municipality is 540. 

The following brief chronological account of the 
various charters granted at different epochs to the town 
of Newport, forms a portion of its history of some 
interest. The first charter was granted to the town in 
1184, by Richard, Earl of Devon, and Lord of the Isle 
of Wight ; another was granted by Isabella de Fortibus, 
between 1260 and 1293. This charter was successively 
confirmed by Edward III., Richard II., Edward IV., 
Henry VII., Henry VIII., and Queen Elizabeth ; some 
of themonarchs adding to it grants of the forfeitures of 
outlaws, felons, and fugitives within the borough, and 
of the petty customs within all ports and creeks of 
the Island. 

Newport was not incorporated until the first year of 
the reign of James I.*, who granted a charter to the 

* The original seals of the town made use of under the charter 
of Isabella de Fortibus, and the first seal used by the Corporation 
under the charter of King James the First, are still remaining. 
King James's seal is made of copper, and is in two pieces, formed 
so as to be screwed into one handle. One part of it is kept by the 
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fooroiigfa as ^' Mayor and Burgesses." Charles II. 
granted the town another charter, which superseded the 
former, and constituted the corporation as it renudned 
until 1835. 

No members were sent to ptoliament by the borough 
from Edward the First's time until Elizabeth's; but 
from that period they have been regularly returned. 
Newport is indebted to Sir George Carey for the resti- 
tution of this privilege, and the gratitude of the bailiff 
and burgesses appears from a memorandum entered in 
the town books, by which they acknowledge the 
favour conferred upon them by Sir George, and agree 
that he shall nominate one of the burgesses during his 
life. 

Newport has given title to four earls and one baron. 
In the fourth year of Charles I., Lord Mountjoy Blount, 
natural son of the Earl of Devonshire, was .created 
Baron Thurlston and Earl of Newport. He was suc- 
ceeded by his three sons, who all d3ring without issu^ , 
the title became extinct in 1679. Lord Windsor was 
also Baron Newport in the reign of Queen Anne. 

THE MARKET HOUSE 

is in the High Street, near the centre of the town. The 
market days are Wednesday, and Saturday, when the 
town is generally thronged by people from aU parts of 
the Island. Provisions of every description are to be 

mayor and the other hy the town clerk, consequently the seal 
cannot be used without the presence or assent of tlie possessors of 
both parts. 
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had in abundance, and the Markei-House poadesses a 
pump of excellent water. 

The Cattle Market is situated in St. James's Square, 
and is held on Wednesdays. The Com Market is held 
on Saturdays in the Com Market. 

THE TOWN HALL 

stands over the Market House. It is a structure of the 
Ionic order, built from a plan presented to the Corpora- 
iion by the late John Nash, Esq. A colonnade of Ionic 
pillars, supported by arches, gives the building a noble 
elevation. It is erected on the site of the old market 
house, several of the adjoining houses having been pur- 
chased, and pulled down, in order to render the stroc- 
ture more commodious. It cost the Corporation about 
jf.10,000. 

The foundation stone was laid on the 20th day of 
March, 1814, and the building was completed in March 
1816. The council chamber is a fine room, 28 feet by 
30, coTumunicating with the mi^;istrates' room, which is 
about 70 feet by 30. The platform on which the magis- 
trates sit, together with the Jury and Witness' boxes, 
&c., are fixed to the floor by screws, which can all be 
removed ; the partition between the two rooms is also 
moveable, converting the apartments into one elegant 
room, 48 feet by 30, and 22 feet high. There are also 
rooms belonging to the Town Clerk, Petty Jury, &c. 

The inhabitants of Newport presented the Corpora- 
tion with a fine portrait of the late Sir Leonard-Thomas- 
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Wordey Holmes, Bart., which ornaments the Hall. 
Hie Magistrates of the Island assemble here every Satur- 
day and Monday, in Petty Sesnons. The Quarter Ses* 
sions for the Borough take place before the Recorder, or 
his Deputy. 

A singular court, called Curia Militum, or Knight's 
Court,, is held here every third Monday, unless that day 
happens to be a holiday. It is of feudal origin, and is 
supposed to have been instituted by William Fitz-Os- 
borne, lord of the Island, in the reign of William the 
Conqueror. 

The power is vested in those who hold a Knight's fee 
from the lord of the Island ; and these judges, with- 
out appealing to the opinions of a jury, give judgment, 
as in courts of equity. The captain's steward, or his 
deputy, presides; and its jurisdiction extends through 
the whole Island, with the exception of the borough of 
Newport, in regard to all actions of debt and trespass, 
under the value of forty shillings. 

In the year 1806, the inhabitants (by voluntary sub- 
scription) obtained an Act of Parliament for the reco- 
very of small debts to the amount of five pounds, con- 
tracted in the Island. 



THE POST OFFICE 



is situated at the comer of Pyle Street and St. James's 
Square. The mails from London, and the West of 
England, arrive iabout half-past eight in the morning, 
and letters are in course of delivery about half an hour 
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afterwards. The mails are dispatched at half-past five 
o'clock in the summer months, and at half-past three 
o'clock in the afternoon during the winter months. The 
Postmistress is Mrs. Jane Pittis. 

BANKS. 

The Bankers are Sir Richard Bassett, Knt. Roe, and 
Blachford, in St. James's Square, who draw on Sir 
Richard-Carr Olyn, Bart., Mills, and Co. Bankers, 
London ; — Messrs. Joseph and James Kiikpatrick and 
Co. High Street, who draw on Messrs. Rogers, Olding, 
and Co. ; — and the Hampshire District Bankin|^ Com- 
pany. 

HOTELS, INNS, &c. 

The Bugle Hotel is in the High Street, kept by 
Mr. Henry Mew, and is an excdlent house. The 
coaches forCowes and Ryde start from hence several 
times a day. 

The Green Dragon Hotel is in Pyle Street, a short 
distance from the High Street, of which it commands 
a view ; it is imder the direction of Mr. B. B. Tucker. 

The Star, in St. James's Street, kept by Mr. William 
Newnham, is a comfortable establishment. There are 
also a number of houses afibrding good accommodation, 
on a more limited scale ; amongst others, the Wheat- 
sheaf, by Mr. Read, in the Com Market ; and the Swan, 
in High Street, by Mr. R. Read. Most of the Inns keep 
Cars and Gigs for hire. 
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ASSEMBLY ROOMS. 

These are attached to the Green Dragon Hotel ; balls, 
concerts, and public dinners, are occasionally held here. 



COACHES. 

The coach for Ryde leaves Newport daily at a quarter 
before eight, twelve, three, and five o'clock ; and returns 
from Ryde, at nine, eldven, five, and seven o'clock. 

The coach for Cowes starts daily at eight, half-past 
nine, half-past three, and half-past five o'clock ; and 
returns to Newport at half-past ten, eleven, five, and 
half-past six o'clock. 

A coach for Ventnor, through Rookley and Niton, 
leaves Newport daily (Sundays excepted), and returns 
to Cowes, in the evening, in time for the packet to 
Southampton. 

GAOL. 

The Gaol is situated at the bottom of Holyrood 
Street ; it is a small brick building, yet large enough 
for all the purposes required. 



THE OAS WORKS 



were built in the year 1821, by several spirited indi- 
viduals, desirous of extending the advantages of this 
brilliant light to the town of Newport, and who obtained 
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an Act of Parliament, and procured the requisite funds, 
in shares of £.50 each. The works are near Pan Bridge. 

ORAMMAB SCHOOL. 

This building stands in St. James's Street, and was 
erected by the Corporation, assisted by public subscrip- 
tion, in the year 1619, during the reign of James I. 

Here, in 1648, James's son, the first Charles, then 
a prisoner at Carisbrooke Castle, entered upon the 
remarkable treaty with the commissioners from Parlia- 
ment, which goes by the name of " the treaty of New- 
" port." The school-room, in which the conferences that 
lasted forty days were held, is about fifty feet long, and 
internally has undergone slight' alteration since the time 
when its walls echoed the voices of the unfortunate 
Charles and his advisers, of Hollis, Vane, Glyn, and the 
rest of those commissioners, who eventually left the 
Island with a firm determination to bring the king to the 
scaffold. 

Charles the First appears to have inhabited this house 
during part of the time that the Commissioners were 
negotiating with him; and the letters of that period, 
which he dated " Newport," were probably written in 
this dwelling. 

The building is considered the oldest in Newport^ 
except the church. The Rev. John Richards, M. A., is 
the present able and respected master. It is endowed 
with about thirty-four acres of land, adjoining the forest 
of Parkhurst, granted by the Corporation. 
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THE NATIONAL SCHOOL 

is situated in Bedford Bow, and was erected in 1816 ; 
it is supported by voluntary contributions, and affords 
instruction to a number of poor boys and girls. 

THE BLUE SCHOOL 

in Luglej^ Street, was first established in 1761, for the 
education of girls, and is supported by endowments and 
contributions. The number of children on the establish- 
ment is twenty, who are fed, lodged, and clothed. 

SEMINABIES. 

There are several educational establishments for both 
sexes, in the town ; among those having the greatest 
reputation, for young gentlemen, are Mr. Clarke's, 
Corn Market; Mr. Andrew's, High Street; the Rev. 
Mr. Kell's, Quay Street; Rev. Charles Worsley, 
St. John's Terrace ; and Mr. Martin's, Coppin's Bridge. 
For young ladies, may be enumerated Miss Nicholson's, 
High Street ; Miss Crooke's, Holyrood Street ; Misses 
Tupper, Croker House ; and Miss Nichols', Holyrood 
Street. There are also several able professors of Music, 
Dancing, Drawing, French, and other accomplishments. 

THE FAIR 

is held annually, at Whitsuntide, in the High Street 
and neighbourhood, and continues three days : like other 
fjEdrB in various parts of the country, it has gradually 
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departed from its character of a market, and assumed 
that of a pleasure fair. The neighbourhood look forward 
to it for relaxation from the toils of the year, and as the 
period of innocent recreation. 

During the continuance of this Fair no writ can be 
executed in Newport, except the writs issued from the 
Pie Poudre Court of the Borough. 

THB BARGAIN SATURDAYS 

are held on the three Saturdays nearest Michaelmas, for 
the bargaining or hiring servants for the ensuing year ; 
the servant girls and the male servants assemble at dif- 
ferent parts of the town, which on these occasions pre- 
sents a scene of bustle and activity. The servants are 
hired for the year. It appears to be similar to the sta- 
tute fair in other parts of England. 

AROHBRT. 

The fashionable and elegant amusement of Archery 
was introduced into the Island in the year 1828 ; and 
the annual trials of skill, in contending for the various 
prizes, generally take place at Carisbrooke Castle, during 
the month of August. The attraction afforded is best 
exemplified by the number, beauty, and fashion of the 
assemblage, having been honoured, in 1831, by the pre- 
sence of Her present Majesty, when Princess Victoria, 
and of H. R. H. the Duchess of Kent, and their suites. 
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WALKS ROUND NEWPORT. 

A delightfal w^, and compaiafcively unknown to 
visitors, is by the side of the Medina riveir to Dodner, 
about two miles distant. It may be noticed that at Dod- 
nef, a very remarkable accident occurred, in the year 
1826. A carrier was conveying a quantity of gunpowder 
from the barracks to l^e river, when, as was supposed, a 
spark, from the horse's shoe, caused the powder to 
explode. The unfortunate man was killed on the spot, 
together witii his two horses^ and considerable damage 
done to a neighbouring house. 

' Betuming by ihe road, the House of Industry is 
passed on the right, when the )road joins the Cowes and 
Newport road. 

A walk from Node Hill, to Stnde and Pan Down, 
thenee to Mount Joy and St. George's Down, will amply 
repay tiie trouble, by the beauty, extent, and variety of 
the view, whidi comprehends the ridi vale of Arreton, 
the hillB at the badk <^ the Island, the range of downs 
towaids the Needles, Newtovm, the Solent, the coast of 
Hampshire, Newport, the Medina River, Cowes, Cal- 
shot Castle, Portsmouth, Spithead, and the intervening 
country ; such are a few of the leading points presented 
in a beautiful panoramic view, obtained by a walk of 
two miles. 
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About a mile and a qyarter from Newport, on the road 
to Cowes, are 

THE ALBANY BARRACKS, 

occupying a piece of ground 1211 feet by 700 feet. 
These barracks consist of five officers' houses, eight large 
and twelve small barracks, vnih out-houses attached; 
an excellent house for the Commandant, and another for 
the Chief Accountant. The chapel stands on the Soudi 
side of the parade, together with several additional 
buildings. The barracks are amply supplied with water 
from three excellent wells, about 285 feet deep, having 
engine pumps, the water rising to within about thirty 
feet of the top. Next to Chatham, the parade ground 
is considered the most complete in the kingdom. 

The barracks were commenced in September, 1708, 
and originally bore the name of Parkhurst, from the 
name of the forest which formerly stood on the site of 
their erection; but which was afterwards altered, out 
of compliment to the late Duke of York and Albany, 
during the period he was commander-in-chief of the army, 
to their present name, that of the Albany Barracks. 

The hospital stands to ihe North of the barracks, and 
contains four large and sixteen small wards, furnished 
with iron bedsteads, and every comfort and convenience 
to alleviate the pangs of illness. The surgeon's house 
stands in the centre, having store-houses in the rear. 
The ground appropriated to the hospital is about two 
acres. A pieoe of land, of one hundred square yards, 
walled in, forms the burial ground, and is situated to 
the North of the barracks, on the Cowes road.. 
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The total enclosuie of the barracks and hospital is 
about pne hundred acres, encircled with a good planta- 
tion. In a sheltered situation, a little beyond the 
barracks, is a brick building, formerly used as a school 
for the orphan children of soldiers; from hence the 
children were removed at a suitable age to Chelsea. 

PRISON FOR JUVENILE OFFENDERS. 

A portion of Albany barracks has been as^gned by 
Crovemment as a General Penitentiary for Juvenile 
Offenders. The establishment is under the superintend- 
ence of a governor, with taskmasters, &c. and the convicts 
are taught handicraft trades, to render them useful mem- 
bers of society so soon as they may be discharged. The 
number of prisoners is 250. According to the estimate 
laid before Parliament, the cost for this penitentiary^ for 
the year ending March 1841, will be £.5807. 

On the other side of the road, nearly opposite, stands 
the House of Industry. 

THE HOUSE OF INDUSTRY 

is erected on land formerly part of Parkhuist Foxest. 
The principal building extends in front 300 feet, having 
other buildings attached. 

It vras founded soon after the year 1770, for the 
accommodation and education of the poor of the Island* 
Ei^ty acres of productive land are attached to it, and 
divided into fields and gardens, which are cultivated by 
its inmates. 

The defects and vices in the constitution of nearly all 
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our old workhouses seem to have been avoided in this. 
Instead of a debasing idleness, industry has been en- 
couraged, and the simjde raann&ctures carried on 
within-doors have almost su£Eiced for the maintenance 
of the establishment, which has generally given shelter 
to from 500 to 600 individuals, and can afford proper 
accommodation for 1000. The aged and infirm have been 
supported in comfort — the young well instructed, and 
made fit for some use&l touie or occupation in the world. 

It is strange that so good an institution should not 
sooner have found imitators in other parts of the king- 
dom. The House of Industry, with its wise and 
humane laws and regulations, has no doubt contributed 
to keep the Island free of vagrants and beggars, which 
it has long been to a remarkable degree. 

To the North of the principal building stands the 
chapel, of which the Rev. Thomas Philips, M.A. is the 
chaplain. 

At the bottom of the hill, on the right-hand side of 
the road, sheltered by a grove of fine-grown trees, 
stands Saint Cross, the seat of Joseph Earkpatrick, 
Esq. The spot commands attention, from the circum- 
stance of its having been, previous to 1165, a priory, 
dedicated to the Holy Cross, and a cell to the Abbey of 
Tyronne, in Tttsoap. During the rdgn of Ridiard II. 
it was used asan hospital. Subsequently it was seized 
by the crown, as an idien priory, and given to Win- 
chester College^ to whkh it at present appertains. 

About a mile and a half from Newport, we arrive at 
Carisbrooke. 
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THE VILLAGE OF CARISBBOOKE. 

The walk along the Mall, which is the general pro- 
menade for the inhabitants of Newport, is ye^ agreeable* 
The village stands on a hill, and, with its ancient church, 
forms one of the picturesque views in the Island. 

The church was erected in 1064, two years prior to 
the Noiman conquest; it was ridily endowed by William 
Fitz-Osbome, Earl of Hereford and first Lord De lisle, 
in 1071 9 and dedicated tb St. Mary. It was formerly 
much larger than at present, tite chanod aad North 
lusle having been taken down, to save the expense of 
repair, as the whde church was in a state of decay, and 
much too laige for the wants of the parishioners. The 
tower, which is a fine spedmen of the solid architecture 
of our forefathers, possesses a fine peal of dight musical 
bells. The church contains two ancient monuments, 
deserving inspection ; one erected to the memory of the 
wife of Sir Nicholas Wadham, Cbvemor of the Island 
in the reign of Henry the Seventh ; and another to 
commemorate the services of "William Keeling, Esq.* 

* The inscnptioD and the poetry annexed is too curious and 
characteristic of these hy-gone times to he omitted. 

<< Here lyeth the body of the right worthy William Keeling, 
Esq., groom of the chamber to our Soveraigne Lord King James, 
General for the Hon. East India Adventurers, whither he was 
thrice by Aem employed, and dying in this Isle, at the age of 42, 
An. 1619. Sep. 19, hath this remembrance beer fixed, by his 
loving and sorrowfbl wife, Ann Keeling. 

Fortie and two years in this vessel fraile. 
On the rough seas of life did Keeling saile, 
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The churches of Newport, West Cowes, and North- 
wood, helong properly to that of Carisbrooke. 

A Priory of black monks, situated to the North of 
the church-yard, was founded in IO7I9 by William 
Fitz-Osborae, who presented to the Abbey of Lyra in 
Normandy, of which he was also the founder, the bene- 
fices of Carisbrooke and six out of the ten churches 
named in the Doomsday Book as existing in the Isle of 
Wight The churches were Arreton, Freshwater, Qods- 
hill, Newchurch, Niton, and Whippingham. These 
gifts were confirmed to the Abbey of Lyra by Henry 
II. ; but when Edward III. laid claim to the French 
throne, he seized all the priories dependent on foreign 
monasteries, and conyerted their reyenues to his own use. 

The priory of Carisbrooke, by this means, fell into 
the King's hands, and was subsequently granted to the 
abbey of Mount Grace, in Yorkshire. Henry lY. 
restored it to its original possessors, the monks of Lyra, 
which grant was reyoked by his successor Henry Y., 

A merchant fortunatei a captaine bould, 

A courtier gracious, yet, alas ! not old. 

Such wealth, experience, honour, and high praise, 

Few winne in twice so many years or dales. 

But what the world admired, he deemed hut drosse. 

For Christ, without Christ, all his gains but losse ; 

For him, and his dear^ove, with merrie cheere, 

To the holy land his last course he did steere : 

Faith served for sails, the sacred word for card, 

Hope was his anchor, glorie his reward ; 

And thus with gales of grace, by happy venter, 

Thtough straits of death, heaven's harbor he did enter." 
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who presented the priory to the Cistertian brethren of 
Sheen Abbey, in Surrey, which he had founded. It 
remained in their hands till the dissolution of the monas- 
teries, when it was leased by Henry YIII., together with 
the tithes of Crodshill and Freshwater, for the annual 
rent of 200 marks*. 

The site c^ this, ancient priory is at present occupied 
by a furm, and scarcely a vestige remains of the original 
building. The parish is extensive, and the piesent 
village was originally the chief town in the island ; its 
name of Carisbrooke, is supposed to be a corruption of 
its ancient name Whitgar-burgh. The town was evi- 
dently indebted for its origin and importance to the 
castle,, which was well calculated, in the feudal times, to 
protect the neighbourhood. 

CARISBROOKE CASTLE. 

This castle, which is now a heap of ruins, is connected 
with so many historical associations, that it possesses 
greater interest than most ruins in England. It stands 
on a hill, at a short distance from the town ; the remains 
are highly picturesque, for 

** Time, by his gradual touch, 
Has raoulder'd into beauty many a tower, 
Which, when it frown' d with all its battlements, 
Was only terrible." 

In contemplating these ruins more closely, the mind 
insensibly reverts to the period of feudal and regal 

* In the time of Cardinal Beaufort, it was valued at 20 marks 
per annum, the vicarage at 16, and the pro-curacy of Lyra at 40 
marks. 
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oppression, when struotoieSi like thftt of Carisbrooke, 
necessarily became the semes of stining and higblj 
important events. 

How altered is the scene ! Where fiormerly were 
magnificence and splendour, the glittering ariay of 
military prowess, the crowded court of haughty nobles, 
and finally the prison of a king; these 4s now but a heap 
of mouldering ruins. The victor and the yanquished, 
the oppressed and the oppressors, have long since laid 
down together in the peaodul grave ! 

This castle has heefa supposed to be a fortress built 
by the ancient Britons. Durii^ the time the Romans 
were in possession of the Island, in the reign of the 
Emperor Claudius, it was repaired, and enlarged by 
those conquerors of the ancient world, about forty-five 
years before the Christian era. It is generally admitted 
that the celebrated well in the castle yard was the work 
of the Romans, as it is well known they always made 
a point of procuring water, in despite of every obstacle, 
which neither the Saxons or Normans were so anxious 
about. The well is 300 feet deep, and cut through the 
solid rock 200 feet. In the donjon, or keep, \s also 
another well; it was originally of very considerable 
depth, but has since been partly filled up, as useless. 

Cerdic, the first monarch of the kingdom of West 
Saxons, of which this Island was a part, in the year 
A.D. 530 besieged and took the fortress, and bestowed 
it on one of his generals, Whitgar-burgh*, when the 

* Whitgar-burgh was the term given to the town or Tillage 
built under the castle ; and which has since been corrupted into 
"brooke;" Whitgarsburg—Garsbruk — Carisbrooke. 
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latter consid^Ably stiengthened it, and put it into a 
good state cf defence. The castle then took his name, 
as it was customary with the Saxons, on effecting a 
conquest, to change the Roman name. The appellation 
has sinoe been conrupted to its present title, Carisbrooke. 

The present rum ccmsists of part of the structure 
erected, as an ingpr ovement to the old fortress, by 
William Fitas-Oslxmie, one of the principal commandeis 
in the Norman inyasion, and on whom William the 
Conqueror bestowed the lordship of the Island, and 
(seated Earl of fler^ord. The castle and its appen- 
d^iges after that period became the property of different 
posseeisors. It was robuilt in the roign of Henry I., by 
Richard de Rivers, Earl of Devonshire. 

It passed into the hands of Lord Woodville, who sold 
it to Edward lY., since which time it has appertained 
to the orown. The arms of Lord Woodville are still to 
be recognised over the large gateway, and on each side 
is seen the white rose of the House of York. Hie 
building, hiving &Uen greatly to decay, was repaired, 
and the works considerably enlarged, by Elizabeth. 
She likewise rebuilt the gateway, and the bridge at the 
entrance ; on the arch of the gateway is the date, 1598, 
with the initials E. R. 40, being the period of the com- 
pletion of the works. The attack on the castle at the 
time of the Commonwealth, by the Mayor of Newport 
and others, and the heroic defence made by the Countess 
iji Portland, has already been narrated*. 

Daring the disputes between Charles I. and his Par- 

• Vide p. 18. 
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liament, when that unhappy prince fell into the hands of 
the pariiamentary forces, Carisbrooke Castle was gar- 
risoned by Cromwell's troops, who placed peculiar con- 
fidence in the men stationed there. 

The chapel of Saint Nicholas was rebuilt on the site 
of an ancient chapel, in 1738, by Qeorge II. (during 
the government of Lord Lymington), behind which is 
the cemetery of the castle, now converted into a garden. 

The parish of St. Nicholas consists of that part of 
Newport called Castle Hold ; Corsham and lands, part 
of Shide Down ; Great Park, part of Bowborough ; 
and Shalcombe Farms, part of Dodner: the mother 
church, with the chief part of the parish, was originally 
in Normandy, in France. 

The castle and grounds occupy about twenty acres. 
The exterior forms a delightful promenade of upwards 
of a mile, commanding charming and extensive views 
of the surrounding country. The grand entrance is 
over two bridges, on the West side of the structure, 
thtough a strong machicolated gate, strengthened by a 
portcullis, and flanked by two large round towers. 

Passing the wicket of this ancient gate, the castle- 
yard presents itself to view, with the chapel of St. 
Nicholas on the right hand, where the Mayor of New- 
port, and the High Constables, are annually sworn into 
office, by the Governor of the Island, or his deputy. 
Divine service is not now performed here. 

On the left of the entrance are the remains of several 
apartments ; amongst others, the suite of rooms in which 
Charles I. was confined. The window is stiU visible 
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through which he attempted to escape. In the centre of 
the court stands the Governor's house, a comfortable 
mansion, but not otherwise distinguished. Passing 
which building, the well-house arrests attention. 

The well is of a very unusual depth, being upwards 
of 200 feet. The cutting is exhibited to visitors by 
means of a lamp, which is gently lowered to the surface 
of the water. The water is exceedingly pure, and grate- 
ful to the taste. It is raised by means of a large tread- 
wheel, which is worked by an ass ; a practice of long 
existence in the castle*. The time occupied by the 
descent of water thrown in, ere it reaches the bottom of 
the well, is nearly four seconds, and it strikes with a 
powerful soimd. 

The Keep is situated at the North-east comer of the 
fortifications of the court-yard, upon a spot considerably 
elevated above every other part ; this elevation is evi- 
dently artificial, and most probably the work of the 
Romans, whose military were inured to every labour of 
martial or civil construction. The ascent is by seventy- 
three steps, and in the building are nine more, leading 
to the parapet. 

The view horn the summit is extensive and beautiful. 

* It is worthy of remark that several of these animals have 
attained an extraordinary longevity in the service of the estahlish- 
ment. Of one it is recorded that it woriced the wheel for the space 
of fifty-two years, and even then died in perfect health and strength, 
by accidentally falling over the ramparts of the castle. One of its 
successors was a pensioner of the Duke of Gloucester, uncle of 
George III., who settled on it an annuity of a penny loaf a day ; 
a bounty which it enjoyed for a long period of years. 
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Immediatdy below fltands the aaoieiit chtirdi and village 
of Carisbrooke; more to the East is the town of Newport, 
with the Medina meandering to Cowes, and to the sea. 
On the South, St. Catherine's Hill, the loftiest m the 
Island, bounds the view, which combines every diveisity 
of hill and dale, wood and water, with the land in a 
very high state of cultivation. This is one of the most 
lovely and extensive prospects in the Island. 

In the South-East of the castle are the retnams of 
Mountjo/s tower, the widls of which are 18 feet tibick. 
A postern near the keep leads to the tilt-yard, or place 
of arms, which is surrounded with an artificial bank for 
the 8|pectaiors. 

The Castle, the scene of revelry and wassail, has fiillen 
beneath the hand of time, and is now » splraidid ormn ; 
the heroes of the tournament have been for centmacB 
the tenants of the tomb ; and in place of the din <^ 
arms, the &ir dau^ters of Yeetis enter the lists, to c^di- 
tend for the prize awarded to tho most skilful in the 
healthful and scientific pastime of archly. The 
meetings of the Archers of the Isle of T'^ight, are 
annually held in the tilt-yard ; and in the summer of 
1831, they were honoured with the presence of Her 
Majesty, then Princess Victoria, and Her Royal High- 
ness the Duchess of Kent, with their suite, at the time 
they were sojourning at Norris Castie, near Cowes. 

The Castle is 300 feet above the level of the valley, 
and its exterior truly picturesque, firom whatever point 
it may be viewed. 

The ordinary charge of the Castie of Carisbrooke, in 
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ike second year of Queen Elizabeth, ameonted annually 
to ^69 19t. 2d»^ uududing an annourer at Sd, a day, 
aooih^ at 6d.^ an harquebuss maker at 8d. a day, and 
one bowyer, one fletcher, one carpenter, and one wheel- 
wright, at 6d. a day each. 

The military establishment at present is thus consti- 
tuted :^— the Governor of the Island has an appointment 
<^ £.1500 per annum; a lieutmiant-Govemor £.305 
per annum; one Captain, 10#. a day; one master gunner, 
at 2s. per day; and three gunners, at Is, per day each. 

This castle was the place of confinement of Charles I. 
During his detention he made, in concert with his 
friends, two unsuccessful attempts to escape*. 

* Sir Riohard Woraley fiimishes the following minute account 
of th« first ftttonpt : 

" A fidthftd fidlower, of the name of Firehrace, having obtained 
permission to attend upon the king as one of his pages, made use 
of ^e opportunities this appointment afforded him, in consulting 
with Charies, and devising schemes by which his escape might be 
effected. Among other plans, Firebrace proposed his getting out 
<»f the chamber-windoW) and fearing the bars might render the 
passage too narrow, he proposed cutting them with a saw; but the 
long, oiijecting the danger of a discovery, commanded him to pre- 
pare all things else for his departure, being confident he could get 
through the window, having tried with his head, and judging that 
where the head could pass, the body would easily follow. The 
design was imparted to some trusty friends, and with them, the 
following pfam of operation was agreed upon. 

** At tiie time appcnnted, Firebrace was to throw something up, 
against the window of the king's apartment, as a signal that all was 
clear, on which the king was to let himself down by a cord provided 
for that purpose; Rrebrace was dien, under favour of the darkness 
to condqct him across the court to the main wall of the Castle^ 
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To Mr. J^ee's truly valuable addition to Engli^ 
History, " The Court of England under the Stuarts" 
we are indebted for the following very curioos particulars 

from which he was again to descend into the ditch, by means of 
another cord with a stick fastened across it, serving as a seat. 

" Beyond this wall was the counterscarp, which, being low, 
might easily be ascended ; and near this place, two other friends, 
Worsley and Osborne, were to be ready mounted, having a spare 
horse, with pistols and boots, for the king ; while a fourth, Mr. 
Newland, remained at the sea- side with a large boat, ready %a 
convey His Majesty wherever he should think fit to direct* 

** At the appointed time, all things being in readiness, and every 
one instructed in his part, Firebrace gave the expected signal, on 
which the king attempted t<^ get oiH of the window ; but found, 
when it was too late, that he had been fotaily mistaken ; for 
although he found an easy passage for his head, be stuck fest 
between the breast and shoulders, without the power of advancing 
or returning; but having the instant before mistrusted something 
of this nature, he had tied a piece of cord to the bar of the 
window, by the means of which he might force himself back again. 
Firebrace heard him groan, without being able to afford him the 
least assistance ; however, the king at leng^, with much difficulty, 
having released himself from the window, placed a candle in it, as 
an intimation that his attempt was frustrated." 

A subsequent attempt was made, and the bars of the window cot 
asunder by means of a saw ; but it fedled, from the treachery of 
some of the associates; and we are assured that parties on the 
watch, intended to shoot Charles, had he passed through Uie 
window. 

The monarch had divided the iron bars, but perceiving more 
people beneath the window than he expected, he suspected that his 
intention was discovered ; he, therefore, closed the casement, and 
returned to his chamber. This window, which has been spared 
amid surrounding ruin, is pointed out to the visitor. 

His confederate firiends were immediately seized and imprisoned. 
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lelating to his imprisonment, and the manner in which 
he spent many of the hours of his captivity : — 

" For a brief period," says Mr. Jesse, " Charles was 
^^ treated with 'every demonstration of respect, and 
^^ permitted to ride about the Island as he pleased. 
^ Colonel Hammond had converted the barbican into a 
^ bowling green, which afforded him some amusement. 
^* A pretty summer-house had also been constructed on 
^^ the ramparts, whither he frequently retired to com- 
mune with his own thoughts. 

The bowling green, on the barbican, at Caris- 

*^ brooke, with its tnrf-steps, the walls of the old castle 

frowning above it, and its beautiful marine view, is as 

perfect at the present moment as if it had been laid 

" down but yesterday. 

A great portion of his time at this period was 
<< passed by Charles either in the study of the Bible, or 
^^ in earnest prayer. 

'^ The books in which the king most delighted at this 
^^ period, next to the Holy Scriptures, were Bishop 
^^ Andrewt*t Sermons^ Hooker^i EccUsuutieal Polity^ 
" Dr, Hammond's Worksy Sandys Paraphrase of the 
" PsahnSy Herberts Divine Poems^ Fairfa£s Trans- 
** lotion of TassOy and Spens&i's Faery Queen. 

" When at Carisbrooke, Charles himself clothed his 
^^ melancholy feelings in poetry. The verses in question 
^^ extend to a considerable length; but although Walpole 
'^ has condescended to speak well of them, they are 
^^ certainly fax from happy. It was the custom of 
^' Charles, at this period, to insert mottos, or remarkable 

F 5 
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^^ veraes^ in the blank pages of his fieiToaiite aaihon. 
^^ In many of them, he wrote the words, ^ Dum jptro, 
*^ ' 9pero' (while I breathe, I hare hope), and in others, 
^' lines in Latin, from Boifihins and Qaudian*." 

On the 29th of November, 1647, the King was 
seized by the army at Newport, and conveyed to Hnrst 
Castle^ In his way thiUier, meeting Mr. Edward 
Worsley, who had sympathised with his misfortunes, 
and been active in promoting his escfipe, tiie monardi 
gave him the watch out of his pocket, as a token of his 
remembrance. ^' The watch is still preserved in the 
*^ flEunily. It is of silver, large, and clnmsy in its form. 
'^ The case is neatly ornamented with filigree ; bat the 
'' movements are of very ordinary workmanship, and 
" wound up with catgut t." 

" A more wretched spot," observes Mr. Jesse, " can 
^^ scarcely be conceived, than that in whidi Charles 
'' once again found himself a prisoner. 

^^ Hurst Castle stood about a mile and a half into 
the sea, on a cold and gloomy promontory, remark- 
able for its noxious vapours, and so unwhdesome, 
that the guards were constantly compelled to be 
" changed. 

" During the three weeks that Charles remained at 

* *' The copy of Shakspeare^s plays/' says Mr. Jesse, << which 
belonged to Charles, containing several of these interesting inser- 
tions, is preserved in the Royal Library at Windsor ; which relic 
is rendered the more curious, from its pages being interspersed 
with many autograph annotations of King George III." 

t Oilpin on the Western Parts of Englandi p« 32S. 
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" Hurst, ihere was littie to divert the mekncholy of his 
*« tiuMights. His, walks were confined to a ahingty 
^^ shore, the nature of which rendered his favoorite exer- 
'^ dse.^ctrem^ unpleasant; his accommodations were 
^' slender in the last degree ; and his apartment was so 
^' dark, that he required candles at noon-day." 

On the death, of the king, his children were confined 
in Garisbrooke Castle ; and within its walls the Princess 
Elizabeth died. 

The Protector Cromwell, and Charles II., used this 
castle as a prison. 

LeaTing the castle, a pleasant walk across the fields 
conducts to Marvel, with its copse. Marvel is cele- 
brated as having been the site of a college of secular 
priests, founded by Henry de Blois, l^shop of Winches* 
ter, brother of King Stephen. 

Pursuing the road to Newport, the entrance into the 
town is by Node Hill. 

FROM NEWPORT TO NEWTOWN, SHALFLEET, 

YARMOUTH, &c. 

Ascending Honey Hill, on arriving near the Ba&rrackS) 
a turn to the left leads for some distance over a good 
road, commanding fine views of Garisbrooke Castle and 
the interior of ihe Island ; a turning to the right leads to 

NEWTOWN, 

a emaSl hamlet ecHitaining only fourteen cotta^, and, 
according to the census (^ 1831, only sixty-eight inha-^ 
iHtants. 
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Its Ancient nAme is Francheville ; bat haying been 
destrpyed hy the French in 1377, the first year of 
Richard U., when they also devastated Yarmouth, it 
acquired its present appellation on being rebuilt. The 
direction of the yarious streets may yet be traced. It 
was formerly celebrated for its salterns, but they are 
not now worked. The harbour is reckoned one of the 
best -in th^ Island, being, of sufficient depth to admit 
yessels of 500 tons burthen. 

There is a beautiful ruin, eomparatiyely unknown, — 
it is that of the church, situated in the midst of its 
cemetery. It has long been roofless, and its ancient walls 
are crumbling beneath, the hand of time. The Gothic 
windows are now coyered, like its walls, with iyy, 
which preserves its verdure unimpaired, through the 
changing seasons, and flourishes in the midst of desola- 
tion. The chapel was dependent on the church of Cal- 
boume, and its glebe is yet enjoyed by the rector of 
that parish. 

Aylmer, Bishop of "Winchester, lord of the borough, 
granted the first charter to Newtown ; the instrument 
is dated at Swainston (at that period a palace belonging 
to the bishops of that see), and which was afterwards 
confirmed by the king. As a corporate body, the 
borough bought and sold lands under a common seal. 
By the charter of Edward II., a market was held on 
Wednesdays; and it also had a &ir annually, which 
lasted three days, being held on the day preceding ^the 
feast of St. Mary Magdalen, and two following days. 

These few cottages form a corporate town I The 
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mnnicipal body consists of a Mayor and Burgesses. 
His worship is chosen annually, and at a Court Leet 
constables are appointed ; they claim the right of the 
water, and fishery. Down to the year 1831, Newtown 
returned two Members to Parliament, who were elected 
by the mayor and burgesses. This distinguished honour 
it first enjoyed in 1584, the 27th year of Elizabeth. 
The right of election was Tested in the mayor and bm> 
gesses of the said borough, haying borough lands within 
the said borough* The greatest number of Totes polled 
within the last thirty years is twenty-i^*. It was 
disfiranchised by the Reform Act. The last Members 
were Sir William Home, and Hudson Gxmiey, Esq. 

Newtown being a manor within that of Swainston, 
the holders of the borough lands pay an annual rent to 
the Lord of the Manor of Swainston. 

The Town Hall is a stone building, standing on an 
eminence overlooking the harbour ; on the ground floor 
is a cellar and kitchen. The Council Chamber is ap- 
proached by a flight of steps, and yiators are allowed 
to make it a banqueting-room ; but to do so, it will be 
necessary to carry their proviaons with them. The 
chamber contains some curiously-carved antique chairs, 
of the days of Elizabeth. 

It may be worthy of remark, that the body corporate 
does not consist of the inhabitants, but of the proprietors 
of certain burgage tenures. 

* There is no person resident within this borough chargeable 
to the assessed taxes. 
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THE YILLAOE OF 8HALFLEET 

is about a mile firom Newtown, and the chofcli is an 
ancient edifice, having a low square tower and spires. 
The Norman style of aidiiteoture may be distinctly 
traced in some parts of the building. The arms of Mon- 
tacute. Earl of Salisbury, and Isabella de Fortibus, on 
glass, ornament some of the windows. 

On the lefk, as we proceed to Yarmouth, is Ningwood 
Manor House, a handsome building, with fine views of 
the Downs and Freshwater Cliffs. As we approach 
Yarmouth, the road conducts along the side of the water, 
affording uninterrupted views of L3anington, with its 
River, Hurst Castle, and the Ligh&ouses. 

Near the entrance of the town, is a handsome villa, 
the seat of the Rev. Sir Qeoige Burrard, Bart. ; passing 
which, we enter the town of Yarmouth. 
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On the East and West sides of the entnmce of th^ 
Medina Biver are East and West Cowes. It is impos- 
sible to imagine places more delightfoUy sHuated. 

Cowes is the port of the Island, and all Teesels botmd 
to Newport, Ryde, Yarmouth, or any other part of the 
Idand, must ^ter their cargoes, and when departing, 
clear out at the custom-house, which is at East Cowes. 

WEST COWES* 

The.s^pearanee of West Cowes and its enyirons from 
the water is imposing; they are seen to the greatest 
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advantage from the roadstead; and as the vessel 
advances up the harbour, the favourable impression is 
confirmed, as the eye rests in succession on West Cowes' 
Castle, the Marine Parade, with the Royal Yacht 
Club-House, East Cowes on the opposite shore, where, 
rising in picturesque efiect over trees of noble growth, 
appears the modem erection of East Cowes' Castle. 

The streets of Cowes are narrow ; and those leading 
from the High Street are steep, but they contain excel- 
lent and well-built houses, commanding delightful views 
of the coast of Hampshire, vnth the New Forest, Cal- 
shot Castle, Southampton Water, Stokes Bay, Ports- 
mouth and Spithead in the distance. 

The constant arrival and departure of vessels, gives 
the town a most animated appearance ; indeed, consi- 
derable business is transacted here. The roadstead is 
often crowded with vessels, for, from the commodious, 
position of Cowes, it is generally selected as the port of 
rendezvous, where trading vessels of every denomination, 
and of every flag, call for orders as to their ultimate port 
of destination. Upwards of three hundred sail of vessels 
arrive here annually for such instructions. It is in 
contemplation to improve the entrance to the harbour, 
according to Sir John Rennie's report. 

The Earl of Yarborough is the Yioe-Admiral of the 
Isle of Wight, and William Heam, Esq. of Newport, 
Deputy Yice- Admiral. Mr. Thomas Thorold is Har- 
bour Master of the Port. 

Yessels driven in by stress ci weather anchor here in 
security ; while those which have been damaged, can 
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readily obtain the necessary repairs, as there are two 
dock-yards, Mr. T. White's, at West, and Mr. Joseph 
White's, at East Cowes. Seyeral of the finest vessels 
belonging to different members of the Yacht Club have 
been built here ; and during the war, several ships of 
the line and frigates were launched. 

With the bustle inseparable from commercial pursuits, 
Cowes may justly claim to be con^dered one of the 
most interesting and delightful watering places in Eng- 
land, with reference to the facility of sea-bathing, the 
beauty of its situation, and the attractive nature of the 
scenery by which it is on all sides surrounded. The 
shops are numerous, and many of them not inferior to 
any provincial establishments of a similar nature in the 
kingdom. The population, including Northwood, is 
about 5000. 

THE MARINE PARADE. 

This is the fashionable promenade, and from its situa- 
tion commands the entrance of the harbour and the road- 
stead, which is rarely without shipping of some descrip" 
tion, and in the summer time is crowded with pleasure 
vessels appertaining to the Yacht Club. 

Passing the Castle, the walk extends along the beach 
towards Egypt, with a charming view of the Solent, 
Beaulieu River, Eaglehurst, Calshot Castle, &c. 

COWES CASTLE 

stands at the Northern extremity of the Marine Parade ; 
it possesses little to interest the antiquarian or his- 



114 ISLE OF WIOHT. 

torian. A fortran was built on ^s qpot by Heniy VIII., 
ia 1539, abont whidi period a number of fortresses were 
erected aloi^ the Southern shore of Ikigland, for the 
better defence -of the kingdom against any attempt at 
invasion. A eemi-cireolar battery, mounting eleven 
guns, nine-pounders, feces the sea, and commands the 
entrance of the harbour. At tiie rear of Hie battery 
stands the Casde, which, from rec^t alterations, has 
assumed the i^pearance of an extensive modem mandon. 

The gallant Marquess of Anglesey is tiie pres^it 
Governor of tiie Casile, and resides there when on the 
Island. 

An ancient record furnishes the following curious 
account of the establishment, and salaries pud to dif- 
ferent officers of West Cowes' Castle, in tiie Isle of 
Wight, in the reign of Henry Vlll. ; it is extracted 
from a list of the King^s Officers of the Island, witii their 
fees, &c. 

Captain - - Is. Od. per diem. 
Two Soldiers - 6 „ 

One Porter - 8 „ 

Six Gunners - 6 „ 

ROYAL YACHT CLUB-HOITSE. 

West Cowes is the rendezvous of the Royal Yacht 
Squadron ; their house is on the Parade, near the Castle : 
it is open the whole year round for the accommodation 
of members, honorary members, and visitors. 

It was first established June 1, 18i6, and consisted of 
42 members ; there are now 167 members, viz, 3 dukes. 
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3 marquessea, 13 earls^S YiBoacmtSy 7 loida» IS baronets, 
7 honouiables, 14. M.P.'8, X lieut^ant-geBenJ, 6 cdo- 
nels, 1 major, 5 post detains, and 77 esqnnres — and 102 
yachtp of different sizes, from 30 tons to 451 tons ; total 
tonnage, 9632, emploTing i^ywards of 1,300 seamen, 
beside shipwri^ts, joiners, sfailmakers, &c. 

Any gentleman being ike h<md Jlde owi^r of a Britisli 
ya^bt of 30 tons, or iq[)wards, is eligible to become a 
member : there are four balloting days in the ye{^, mz. 
seoond Saturday in May, at the Thatehed House Ta^^^n, 
London; one on the seoond Friday in ^uly, one the 
second Friday in A«gust,.and <Hie the first Friday in. Sep- 
tember; the three lattter at the B. Y^S. House, Cowes. 

. There are 50? hononuy m^bers, oonsipting princi- 
pally of admirals and captains in the royal navy. 

The members pay a subscription of £.8 annually. 
The honorary members pay no subscription, exc^t they 
use the house and. reading room, a^d then £»\ per 
year ; they are allowed to board and lodge in the house, 
the same as the members^ ezq^t between the 15th and 
25th of August. 

Each mender oan introduce a friend to the house for 
fourteen days, and if longer, the member must renew his 

« 

Mend's niMue in the visitor's book at the end of every 
fourteen days ; the member^s friend so introduced ,has 
the use of the Hbrary, reading ro^mi, and hau8e,^grai^. 
The members of this useful and distis^jriue^ed club 
enjoy numy privileges; eadi yacht is furnished with a 
warrant, signed by the lords of the Admiralty, autho- 
rial^ htf to wear the St^ George's Ensign. Yachts of 
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the squadron are admitted into all foreign parts free of 
port dues, and similar to men-of-war. 

It is admitted by all parties that this club has been 
of infinite service to the country in the improvement of 
naval architecture and as a nursery for seamen. The 
yachts of the squadron visit at times every part of 
the world. James Brooke, Esq., is now on a voyage 
round the world, in his schooner yacht Boyalitt^ of 142 
tons; in October, 1839, he had opened a trade for 
British shipping with the Rajah of Borneo, an island 
in the Eastern seas, and had surveyed parts of it never 
before visited -by Europeans. Another schooner of 
the squadron (the Young Queen^ of 90 tons) belong- 
ing to William S. Boyd, Esq., is now at Bombay; 
the Merlin schooner, of 104 tons, William Lyon, Esq., 
is also at Barbadoes ; the Kate schooner, of 94 tons, 
at Jamaica: the An<myma brig, of 451 tons, — the 
Fhwer of Yarrow schooner, of 141 tons, — ^the Menai 
schooner, of 175 tons, — the Louisa yawl, of 162 tons, 
and several others, are in different parts of the Medi- 
terranean. 

The Royal Tacht Squadron house contains a very 
handsome library, a large reading-room, dining-room, 
bed-room, &c. ; the house is kept remarkably clean, 
and affords every accommodation : an excellent cellar of 
wine belongs to the establishment — and the yachts of 
the squadron, as well as Her Majesty's vessels, are 
supplied with excellent fresh water from the house. 

The season for the yachts at Cowes is from the 
middle of May to the Ist of November. Her Majesty's 
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plate, of 100 guineas, is always sailed for on the 21 st of 
August, except that happens on a Sunday, and then on 
the following day. About the same time other cups 
are generally sailed for: the members dine together, 
and have one or two balls in a temporary room in front 
of the house, capable of holding 250 people. About the 
middle and latter part of August, from 40 to 60 yachts 
are generally assembled at Cowes. In front of the 
house is a battery of six 6-pounders, for firing salutes. 

REGATTA. 

This contest of £Ekst-sailing vessels, during which their 
crews invariably exercise considerable nautical skill and 
seamanship, takes place annually in August, when the 
cups are sailed for by the Members of the Yacht Club. 
One cup is given by Her Majesty, and another by the 
inhabitants of Cowes. 

The pilot vessels, which are of a very superior descrip- 
tion, are also inspected on the occasion, and contend, 
among themselves, for prizes furnished by the subscrip- 
tions of those amateurs who patronise this useful and 
amusing art. 

These amusements usually last three dajrs, on which 
occasions the roadstead and harbour are literally 
crowded with craft of every description, including 
perhaps three or four hundred vessels of various sizes, 
and many nations; while the surroimding shores are 
lined with visitors from all parts of the country, 
attracted by the grandeur, the novelty, and beauty of 
this inspiring scene. 
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The course sailed is, to the Westward, round a vessel 
moored off Gurnet Bay, thenoe through Cowes roads to 
the Eastward, round the Nab Light (a floatmg fight 
to the Eastward oi St. HelensX and back to the 
startbg point o^T Cowes. 

THE MARKBT H0U6B 

is situated on Featiiei^s Hill, in the viciiuty ^ the 
High Street, and was erected in 1816, in whidi year 
an Act of Parliament was obtidned for that purpose, as 
well as for otherwise improving the town. The build- 
ing is plain and unpretending ; aocommoda^n and con- 
venience having been judiciously preferred to diow and 
ornament. 

The market-day is Saturday, but the market is open 
duly; and bang well suj^ed with exoellent meat, 
fish, vegetables, and fruit, is a great accommodation 
both to the visitors and inhabitants. 

THE TOWN HALL 

stands over the Market House, nrnd the CommiflBioners 
for improving the town meet here weekly, to transact 
public business. As is tiie case with Byde, most of the 
buBinest requiring the interference of the magistrates is 
transacted at Newport. 

The constables are appointed annually, in the month 
of 6q>tember, at a Court Leet, held at Carisbrodke. 
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COWES CHAPEL. 

This building, which is a chapel of ease to the church 
of Northwood, in which parish the town is situated, 
is considered, and frequently called ^^ the parish church 
" of West Cowes." 

It was erected in 1653, and though consecrated by 
George, Lord Bishop oi Winchester, in 1662, is not 
dedicated, like other churches, to any particular saint. 

The ground was given by Mr. Bichard Stephens, 
who endowed the chapel, in 1667, with £.5 per annum. 
Eight years after, Morley, then Lord Bishop of Win- 
chester, added an endowment of £.20, on condition 
that the inhabitants should make up a salary to the 
minister of £.40 per annum, in default of which the 
endowment was to be forlS^ted. The income has since 
received tiie addition .of Queen Anne's bounty. In the 
year 1811, the late George Ward, Esq., lord of the 
manoir, at an expense oi nearly £.3000, enlarged and 
improved the chapel, and erected a handsome maulo- 
leum tower at the West end; and, for the accommodation 
of the inhabitants of Cowes, he furnished the tower 
with a clock and bell. The late John Nash, Esq. was 
the architect. 

The interior of the building, whidi was further 
enlarged in 1833, has been fitted up with every regard 
to the comfort and accommodation of the congregation. 
There is a gallery round three sides of the building ; and 
at the West end is a good organ. A monument to the 
memory of Mrs. Ward is worth inspection ; from its 
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situation it produces an imposing effect. Divine service 
is performed here every Sunday at half-past ten, at 
three, and half-past six. The Reverend J. B. Atkinson 
is the present curate. 

From the elevated situation of the building, its 
majestic tower forms an attractive feature, viewed in 
any direction, either from the water, the opposite coast 
of Hampshire, or many of the more distant parts of the 
Island. 

TRINITY CHAPEL. 

Passing to the Westward, leaving the Castle to the 
right, is a new episcopal chapel, which was consecrated 
in 1832, by the Bishop of Winchester, having been 
built and endowed by the liberality of an individual, 
Mrs. Goodwin, according to Act of Parliament, with the 
interest of £.1000 and the pew rents. 

The elevation is distinguished more by neatness than 
ornament, but its well-proportioned tower forms an 
additional and beautiful object in the delightful scenery 
js{ this place. 

THE INDEPENDENT CHAPEL 

is situated on Sun Hill. It is a neat building, and 
' fitted up with that simplicity which is so characteristic 
of these places of worship. The present minister is the 
Reverend Mr. Mann. 

THE WESLEYAN CHAPEL. 

This chapel is an ornament to Birmingham Row. 
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The precipitate descent to the river has been rendered 
available by the architect, in forming a school*room^ 
both for boys and girls, underneath the chapel. 

The entrance to the school is down a flight of steps, 
which conduct to the back of the building, where the 
doors of the school-room open to a small lawn, com- 
municating with the Medina. 



THE ROMAN CATHOLIC CHAPEL 

is Situated in Carvel Lane, and from the commanding 
site of the building, is an important feature in the land- 
scape, whether viewed from the water, or the opposite 
side of the river. It is fitted up in a superior manner ; 
and there is an excellent organ. 

This chapel is a great accommodation to the visitors 
and residents who profess the Roman Catholic Religion, 
as also to foreigners who resort to the Isle of Wight. 

BATHS. 

These are situated at* Egypt, a short distance from 
the castle, and afford every facility to those who require 
hot or cold bathing. 

BATHING MACHINES 

are also in the. vicinity of the baths. Although the 
declivity of the beach is very considerable, such is the 
arrangement of the machines, that the most timid may 
enjoy the advantage of Sea Bathing in security. 

o 
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LIBRARIES AND READING ROOMS. 

Mr. Moil's Library and Beading Booms, in the High 
Street, is a well conducted estabhdiinent. Mr. Pinhom 
has a library and reading room also. There is likewise 
a Beading Boom in the vicinity of the Baths at Egypt. 

POST OFFICE. 

The Post Office is situated in the High Street. The 
Post mistress is Mrs. Boach. T^e lettns from the 
West of England and London arrive, vii Southampton, 
about half-past nine every morning, in the winter, and 
eight o'clock in the summer; and the mails are dis- 
patched every afternoon, during the sifinmef months, at 
half-past six o'clodk, and at firve in the winter. LetlSere 
are delivered in Cowes about f<Hrty minutes after the 
arrival of the mail. 

HOTELS, INNS, Ac. 

The principal hotels are the Marine Hotel, kept by 
Miss Helmore, on the Marine Parade. 

The Fountain, Mr. James Webb, in the High Street, 
has a commodious quay in the rear, whidi enables the 
steam packets to come alongside at all states of the 
tide, and is a great convenience to the passengers, as 
they can land without being compelled to enter boats. 
The coaches for Newport wait the arrival oi the packets, 
and also start from this hotel. 

The Vine Hotel is a comfortable hdnse; aiid to those 
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who wiah to ayoid the hurry, bustle, and confusion, 
attendant on the am?al and departure of the steam 
packets and coaches, o£fer8 many oonvenienoes; it is 
also situated in the High Street, and nearly adjoining 
the Fountain*. 

THE NATIONAL SCHOOL. 

This Institution originated in the benevolence of the 
Duke and Princess Sophia of Gloucester, and was esta- 
blished in the year 1812, for the education of poor 
boys and girls. 

FAI9. 

Ck>we8 &ir is held on the Hiursday in Whitsun-week, 
and partakes of the charaotm oi the other foirs in the 
island. 

COACHES. 

Coaches leave West Cowes for Newport daily, at 
eight, half-past nine, half-past three, and half-past five 
o'clock ; and return at hi^-past ten, eleven, five, and 
half-past mx o'clock. 

A coach starts from the Fountain Hotel every morning 
(Sunday excepted), at hal£>past ten, through Newport, 
Bookley, and Niton, to Ventnor ; leaving Yentnor at 

* For the convenience of traveUen, it may be desirable to 
mention that the best faotela at Soo^ampton are the Coach and 
Horses; the George; the Dolphin; and the Star. 
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three o'clock, and retmning by the same route to GoweS) 
in time for the mail packets to Southampton. This 
coach meets the Rocket ooadi at Y entnor, which arrives 
at Ryde at five o'clock, in time for the packet to Ports- 
mouth : thui enMing partie$ to see th$ mott ronmniie 
and pkture$qus part <^ the I$le of Wight in one day, 

STEAM PACKETS. 

The Steam conmiunication of Gowes is of a more 
extensive nature than at the neighbouring town of 
Ryde, it being the port for the Isle of Wight. Steam 
packets were first introduced between this port and' 
Southampton in the year 1822 ; and as the Railway is 
now complete from London to Southampton, an influx 
of visitors will, doubtless, constantly arrive. 

Steamers for Southampton leave West Cowes at 
seven, eight, and eleven in the morning ; at three, four, 
and at half-past six in the afternoon : the latter takes 
the mail, but goes an hour earlier in the winter 
months. 

There is a Steamer daily (Sunday excepted) to Ports- 
mouthy at nine in the morning ; and at three, and half- 
past six in the evening. 

A Steamer goes to Yarm<mth and LynUngton^ on 
Monday, Wednesday, and Friday, at half-past four; 
which returns on Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday. 

Steamers run daily (Sunday excepted) to Byde and 
Portimouthy at nine in the morning ; and at three, and 
half-past six in the evening. 
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Tow Boats (built expressly for the conveyance of 
carriages and horses) travel to and from Southampton 
and Cowes, weather permitting. Their charges are : 
for a four-wheel carriage, 1/. ; two-wheel ditto, 10#. ; 
horses, each, 5#. ; beasts, 4». ; calves, 1». ; sheep, per 
«core, 7», ; lambs, 5». per score. If only one horse or 
beast, l(k. 

A Steam Boat calls off Cowes every Monday, 
Wednesday, and Friday, for Pooler at ten in the 
morning, and returns on the alternate days for 
Portsmouth. 

A Steam Boat leaves Lymington for Porttmouth 
every Monday, Wednesday, and Friday, at eight in the 
morning, calling at YarmotUh at half-past eight, and 
Ccwei at ten ; and returns from Portsmouth at three in 
the afternoon, calling at Cowes at half-past four, and 
arrives at Yarmouth at six. One runs every Tuesday, 
Thursday, and Saturday, between Yarmouth and 
Lymington, four times in each day. And the mail 
goes morning and evening, daily. 
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A steamer for Plymoitth^ calls off Cowes, wind and 
weather permitting, on Tuesday aad Friday evening, 
about seven. 

Tlie London and Dublin steamers call at Cowes every 
Thursday morning from London on their way to Dublin, 
and Friday evening from DnMin on their return to 
London, wind and weather peranttitg* 

A steamer for Weymouth^ every Monday morning, 
about nine, calls at Cowes, and an hour sooner at Ryde ; 
from WeymoHthy to London, calling at Cowes about 
noon, on Thursday, and an hour later at Ryde, wind 
and weather permitting*. 

HAMOUB. 

From its finely-shdter^d ntuattcm, the harbour is 
perfectly safe. The anchorage is eiccellent in the road- 
stead, and, in the strongest gales of wind, vessels seldom 
drag their anchors, or break from their moorii^. 

The gales from the South West, which prevail so 
much in these latitudes, and which raise such turbulence 
in the Channel, renderit^ it unnavigable to outward- 
bound ships, are perfectly harmless to vessels in the 
roadstead and harbour of Cowes ; in fact, vessels of any 
burthen can ride here in the most perfect security. The 
harbour and roads are generally crowded with vessels 
oi all sizes, and different nations, many of them calling 
here for orders. 

• Isle of Wight Traders leave Cotton Wharf, London, every 
Saturday for Cowes and Newport; and sail for London every 
Wednesday; 



' 
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In the summer time the river is particularly gay, 
from the number of Yachts cruising about, most of 
which are laid up in the harbour during the winter. 

Many of the commercial establishments in the High 
Street possess wharfe and warehouses, to facilitate the 
landing and liiipping of merdiandise, which, runnihg out 
into the river, enable vessels to discharge alongside. 

PBRRlr. 

The communication between West and Ektst Cowes 
is by means of a Ferry across the river, for which 
passengers are charged a hal^nny each. Horses and 
carriages are conveyed in a boat, constructed for that 
purpose. 
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EAST CO WES. 

is utuated on the East bank of the Medina river, 
opposite West' Cowes, and is in the parish of Whipping- 
ham. There is a short but pleasant promenade, between 
a fine row of trees, skirting the water. At the entrance 
of the river formerly stood a castle, distant about a 
mile from that at West Cowes, but it has long since 
been demolished. 

In Camden^s times, both Castles were in a ruinous 
condition; they are thus described by Leland, in his 
Itinerary : '^ Ther be two new Castelles sette up and 
'' furnished at the mouth of Newporte; that is the 
only Haven in Wighte to be spoken of. 
^^ That that is sette up on Este syde of the haven, is 
caullid the Est Cow, and that that is sette up at tiie 
West syde, is caullid the West Cow, and is the bigger 
castelle of the 2. The trajectus, betwixt these 2 cas^ 
telles, is a good myle." 
Leland composed some Latin verses on these castles, 
which are cited by Camd^ and thus translated by 
Bishop Gibson : — 

" The two great Cows, that in loud thunder roar, 
" This on the Eastern, that the Western shore ; 
" Where Newport enters stately Wight" 
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HOTEL. 



The East Medina Hotel is conducted by Mrs. 
Cooper, and affords every accommodation to visitors, 
who may prefer the quiet and retirement of East Cowes, 
to the bustle and gaiety of the opposite shore. 

ASSEMBLY BOOMS. 

The Assembly Rooms are attached to. the Hotel, and 
balls are occasionally held here, as West Gowes has no 
rooms of piiblic resort, for assemblies, &c. 

THE CHURCH. 

The want of a church of the established religion 
having been long felt by the inhabitants, the late John 
Nash, Esq. with great liberality presented them with a 
piece of ground, where, on the 6th day of September, 
1831, Her present Majesty, then Princess Victoria, 
assisted by her royal mother, the Duchess of Kent, laid 
the foundation-stone of a new church, amid the accla- 
mations of a numerous and fasihionable assemblage. 

INDEPENDENT CHAPEL. 

This chapel has been recently erected. It is a plain 
btulding ; and the interior is neatly fitted up. 



G 5 



130 I8LB OP WIGHT. 



WALKS IN THE VICINITY OF EAST AND 

WEST COWES. 

There are maoy beautiful walks in the neighbour* 
hood. A pleasant walk along the shore, passing the 
castle, conducts to B^gypt, which possesses several good 
houses, with lawns and shrubberies in front, com- 
manding fine Tiews of the Solent, the New Forest, and 
the entrance of Beaulieu; the constant passing of 
vessels of various sizes also adds materially to the 
animation of the scene. 

Egypt House, the seat of Sir Thomas Tancred, Bart. 
occupies the most Northern part of the Island. Follow- 
ing the shore, we reach Gurnet Bay, where Charles II. 
landed, in 1671 , when he visited Admiral Sir Richard 
Holmes, Governor of the Island. From hence, a plea- 
sant walk leads to Rue Street ; the view of the bays, 
creeks, and promontories of the Island, with the oppo- 
site shore, is particularly pleasing. 

Returning to Cowes, the visitor passes Woodvale 
Cottage, the residence of Captain Ffarrington. 

On the top of the hill, overlooking the town of 
Cowes, is Northwood Park, a beautiful domain, orna- 
mented with some fine timber, the seat of George 
Henry Ward, Esq. The situation commands a fine 
view of the water, and the neighbouring coast. 
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The walk firom Oowes to 

NORTHWOOD 

is replete with heauties. On the right of the road 
stands West Hill, a cottage erected in the picturesque 
style of Switzerland, and with, a pleasant lawn and 
shrubhery in front. The Church, which is the parish 
chnreh of East Cowes, has nothing in it worthy of par- 
ticular notice. 

Near the church there was formerly a religious house, 
dedicated to St. John the Baptist, as i^pears from a con- 
veyance, in Latin, still extant, of a tenement and two 
or three strips of land, to the stewards of that fraternity, 
by John Wynnyatt. The deed is dated 1512^ in the 
fourth year of Henry VIII., wherein the fraternity is 
said to have been lately established : hence it could have 
subsisted but a yery short time, before all these esta- 
blishments were 8upi»essed. A court leet is held annu- 
ally, at the Manor House, where constables for Cowes 
are appointed. 

The Medina river, meandering through the valley, 
with the hills at the back of the Island, and the 
rich foliage of the trees on the Eastern side of the 
river, presents a scene of singular beauty. Here 
are two mills erected, on different sides of the river ; 
these have been grotesquely nick-named ^* Botany Bay," 
and '^ Port Jackson ;" they are citable of grinding forty 
loads of com weekly. They were built by an indus- 
trious and enterprising individual, named Porter, origi- 
nally a pie-man : his resources failing, by the stoppage 
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of a Newport Bank, he was again subjected to poTcrty, 
and soon after died. Besides these speculations, he had 
entered into other useful, and apparently profitable 
undertakings. 

The neighbourhood of East Cowes possesses conside- 
rable attraction to the lovers of rural walks. The 
country around is decked with beautiful villas and 
cottages, standing on lawns, surrounded with a profu^on 
of shrubs. 

EAST COWES CASTLE 

was formerly the property and residence of John Nash, 
Esq., the architect. It is an elegant structure, and fitted 
up in the interior with great taste. The grounds are 
judiciously laid out, and contain trees of great beauty. 
The conservatory also deserves inspection ; it is of con- 
siderable extent, and contains a large collection of fine 
exotics. The appearance of the castle, from any point 
of view, is a beautiful object in the landscape. East 
Cowes Castle is now the marine residence of the Earl 
of Shannon. 

NORRIS CASTLE. 

This castle occupies a most beautiful part of the wood- 
land tract, which extends on the Northern side of the 
Island, along the shores of the Solent Sea from East 
Cowes to St. Helens. It was originally built by 
Lord Henry Seymour, from the designs of Mr. Wyatt, 
and professing to be in imitation of an ancient castle of 
the Norman style, is of no small dimensions. Its 
favourable position has been thus admirably described 
by Sir H. Englefield :— 
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^^ Seated on the steep descent of the coast to the 
'^ Solent Sea, it perhaps commands a view of that 
'' strait, superior in beauty to any other point in 
*'*' the Island. To the East, Portsmouth, crowded with 
'^ shipping, is in full view, and the richest line of the 
'^ woody coast of the Island from Barton to Nettlestone, 
*•' appears in long and varied perspective. To the Norths 
'^ the Southampton river is seen in its whole extent, 
^' and the town of Southampton, with its spires and 
*'^ towers, though at more than ten miles' distance, is no 
" inconsiderable object. The woods of the New Forest 
" clothe the view to the "West ; while Galshot Castle, 
*'*' on the point of its long bank of shingle, stands boldly 
'^ out amidst the waves, and marks the separation 
*•*' between the Solent Sea and Southampton River. 
" The house is of a very noble general form, and its 
** clustering towers, in every point of view, particularly 
^' when seen from the sea, are a striking and com- 
^^ manding object, and a most splendid addition to the 
*' general scenery of the coast. The choice of both the 
^^ form and site of the mansion, reflects the highest 
*' honour on the taste of the noble owner." 

Few persons, upon viewing the Castle from a little 
distance, would imagine it to be a modem erection; 
for the massive towers by which it is surmounted, 
rising as they do from amongst the -mantling woods, 
present to the eye a semblance of ancient state and 
grandeur ; and whilst the materials of which the edifice 
was constructed, were themselves so prepared as to 
possess a prematurely weather-stained appearance, the 
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extraordinary rapid growth of the ivy that enTelops 
even its lofldest portions, serves still more, perhaps, 
to impress the whole with an air of venerable antiquity. 
In the interior, there is little to he seen, but the 
arrangement of the apartments is considered to be admi* 
rable. Over a door in the passage, is the genealogical 
Jiistory of the Seymour family. One of the symbols 
represents the marriage of Henry the Eighth w^ Lady 
Jane Seymour, from whcnn Lord Seymour was descended. 
The grounds, which aie beautifully varied by gentle 
rise and fall, are all laid out ; and most interesting views 
of the sea and surrounding country, present themselves 
in every direction amongst the trees*. 

** Sweet interchange 
Of hills and valleys, rivers^ woods, and plains, 
Now land, now sea, and shores with forest crown'd." 

At Norris Castle, Lord Henry Seymour, whose per- 
sonal habits were these of extreme simplicity and 
frugality, entertained King- George the Fourth, when 
that monarch was enjoying marine excursions in his 
yacht, in 1819. The banquet given by the host of 
Norris Castle was splendid in the extreme, and attended 
with circumstances of unusual conviviality. 

Daring the summer of 1831, and also subsequently, 
Norris Castle was selected for the temporary sojourn of 

* Norris Castle and its domains have recently been purchased 
by R. Bell, Esq., who proposes to convert the noble castle^into a 
first-rate hotel ; to erect terraces with villas ; to build a capacious 
pier ; to form public gardens, promenades, baths, &c. &c 
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Her Majesty, then PriBoeas Yict<ma, and of Her Royal 
Highness the Duchess of Kent. 

From Nonis Castle to the entrance of the pretty Kttle 
inlet of Eling's Key, is about two miles. Here King 
John is said to have landed, when he fled, for conceal- 
ment, to the Isle of Wight. 

The fact of this monarch's having selected this Island 
for his hiding place, the reader will perceive is well 
authenticated. While on the field of Runnimede, and 
in the very act of signing the charter, John was devising 
the means of subverting all its provisions, and making 
himself again the absolute, unchecked sovereign he had 
hitherto been. His envy and spite were increased, by 
finding, after that imposing ceremony, that only seven 
gentlemen attended him, all the rest following the confe- 
derated barons. Withdrawing rapidly to Southampton, 
he privately di^atohed letters by night to some of his 
trustiest Castellans, enjoining them to victual and 
strongly fortify their castles, and the next morning 
before daybreak he secretly retired to the Isle of 
Wight, where he remained about three months, leading, 
according to the old chronicler Grafton, '' a solitary 
*' life among ryvers and fishermen*." Hollinshed says, 
^' in which meantime many things were reported of 
^^ him ; some calling him a fisher, some a merchant, 
*^ and some a pirate and rover. And many (for that 
^' no certain news could be heard of him) judged that 
^' he was either drowned, or dead by some other 
'* meanst." 



• Grafton's " Chronicle at large/* &c. 
t Chronicle, Vol. III., p. 823. 
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It soon, however, was made manifest that John was 
neither dead nor sleeping. Some of his acts while 
lurking in the Ishtnd, and the neighhoaring cinque ports, 
as nearly resembled piracy as could be ; but his time 
was chiefly employed in winning over the seamen of 
England, and in petitioning and waiting for troops from 
abroad, with which to crush the barons. 

Seeking redress both by the spiritual and temporal 
sword, he sent messengers to the pope, and to princes 
on the continent. The first sent him bulls, and a threat 
of excommunication, to hurl at Magna Charta, and his 
barons; the rest arms and soldiers ; ^' and from Flanders, 
^' Gascony, Brabant, and other parts, such competent 
'' aids came in, as encouraged the king (after three 
" months' secrecy and retiring) to show himself in the 
" face of his enemies*." 

Returning towards East Cowes, we pass Barton 
Farm, the property of Lady I. Blachford. A Monas- 
tery, or Oratory of Friars of the order of St. Augnstin, 
was founded here in 1282, in the eleventh year of the 
reign of Edward I., by John de Insult, Rector of Shafleet, 
and Thomas de Winton, Rector of Godshill: it was 
dedicated to the Holy Trinity, and under the patronage 
of the Bishop of Winchester. The endowment consisted 
of the manor of Whippingham, with the lands of the 
manor of Barton, and some estates at Chale. 

In the year 1439, being the eleventh of Henry VI., 
the estate was given, by the Order, to St. Mary's College, 
at Winchester. Few vestiges of the Oratory can now 
be traced. The present structure is beautifully situated, 

• Speed, book IX., chap. 8. 
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and retains all the characteristics of buildings erected in 
the time of Elizabeth. 

Pursuing the route, we come to Osborne, a fine old 
mansion, the seat of Lady Isabella Blachford. This 
seat may be ranked as having one of the best situations 
in the Island. It is on a spacious lawn, which leads 
to the sea, and the views from it are extensive. 

It was in the occupation of Eustace Mann, Esq., 
during the civil wars between Charles I. and his Par- 
liament. 

A copse on the estate is called the Money Coppice, 
from the traditional circumstance of Mann having buried 
some valuables there, which he could not find agaib. 

A short walk across the fields, from which WestCowes 
is seen to great advantage, brings us to East Cowes. 

» 

WHIPPINGHAM. 

The village of Whippingham is at a short distance 
from East Cowes. The church is a small neat building ; 
it is situated to the right of the road to Newport, near 
the Medina, and was one of the six churches given by 
William Fitz-Osbome to the Abbey of Lyra, in Nor- 
mandy. 

As we approach Newport, on the right, is Fairlee, 
the seat of Richard Oglander, esq., charmingly placed 
on the banks of the river, and commanding beautiful 
views. Proceeding onwards, we cross Coppin's Bridge, 
and enter Newport. 
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YARMOUTH. 

The only pli^ of imy importsjdoe in tke Wast ^f the 
Island is Yannonth, which ia ten nules distsnt from 
Newport. The number of inhabitants in the town and 
parish is 850. The town of Yarmouth, which was 
anciently caUed ErmmM^ ik of considerable antiquity, 
and contains several streets of well-built houses ; one of 
which, at the north-west comer of the town, adjoining 
the Quay, was built by Lord Holmes at the time he 
was Governor of the Island ; and, here he entertained 
Charles the Second when he visited Yarmouth^ 

It shared the fate of Newtown, in the first year of 
Richard 11., being destroyed by the French in 1377. 
In the time of Edward the Third, Yarmouth was one 
of the licensed ports.' There is not much business 
carried on in the town ; but vessels occasionally bring 
up in the roads, if the wind prevents their getting 
through the Needles. It was formerly much larger, as 
the sites of several old streets can be clearly traced. 

The establishment of Steam Packets between this 
town and Lymington, has considerably increased the 
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intercourse with the opposite shore, and rendered the 
communication direct with Weymouth and the West of 
England. 

Yarmouth has also ihe Ikivalitage of a regiilar steam 
communication with Portsmouth: these cireumstances 
cause a considerable influx of visitors, who resort to the 
Western part of the Island, and tend materially to benefit 
the inhalntaiiis of tiie town. 

YABMOUTB CHURCH 

is an ancient edifice, built in 1543, the 35th of Henry 
ym., in whose reign the old bhutch near the shore was 
destn^ed by the French. In 1831, it underwent a 
cooaplet^ repair; its tower wtis xaised to a consi- 
derable elevation, by the nluaificdnce of J. Alexander, 
Esq. i and the gallery was erected at the expense &t the 
Oorporaidon. The church now ibhns a conspicuous and 
beaufifal feature in the scenery of this pairt of the Idand. 
It is dedicated to St. James. The Queen is the Patro- 
ness of th^ living. 

The aidowBkent of the church, being very small, was 
augmented by the bounty of Queen Anne, which was 
indreased by a sum of money given by Colonel Henry 
Holmes for the same purpose. 

In the chapel is a well-execUted monument to the 
memovy of Sir Robert Holmes, Bart., who was €K>vemor 
of ^e Island in the Reign of Charles II. 

THE WESLEYAN CHAPEL 

is a neat building, and convenient in its interior arrange- 
ments. 
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THE BAPTIST CHAPEL 

is situated near the entrance of the town ; it is a plain, 
unpretending building, but fitted up with much atten- 
tion to neatness and accommodation. 

THE MARKET HOUSE AND TOWN HALL 

stands a short distance from the church, and is a plain, 
but convenient, brick building. The market day is 
Wednesday. The Town Hall is over the Market House. 

THE CORPORATION 

formerly consisted of a Mayor, twelve Ohief Burgesses, 
and an unlimited number of Free Burgesses, or Freemen. 
The first charter of franchise veas granted to the town, 
by Baldwin, Earl of Devonshire, and Lord of the Isle of 
"Wight, in 1135, tiie 36th year of the reign of Henry I., 
and it was confirmed by Edward I., Henry VI., Edward 
lY., and Queen Elizabeth. It was re-incorporated by 
James I., in the year 1608, the seventh year of his rdgn. 
This borough sent two Members to Parliament ; a pri- 
vilege it first exercised, the 23rd d Edward I., in 1304, 
and was the first town in the Idand selected for that 
honour. It is a curious fact, that although several writs 
were afterwards directed to Yarmouth, it does not 
appear that any Members were returned until the 27th 
of Elizabeth (1584), when it was again summoned, 
since which time it has been regularly represented until 
1832, when, by the passing of the Reform Act, it was 
disfranchised. 
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The elective franchise was vested in the Mayor and 
Corporation. The greatest number of votes polled 
daring the last thirty years, is nine. 

It ia not necessary to reside in the town or neighbour- 
hood, to enjoy the dignified and honourable office of 
Mayor. The town has also a Court of pii poudre^ and 
Court Leet. 

THR CASTLE 

is situated on the extreme point of land on the East side 
of the Yar ; it was erected by Henry VIII., on the site 
of a church which had recently been destroyed by the 
French. The expenses of its buildings were defrayed 
out of the religious houses which that monarch dis- 
solved. 

The fortification consists of a platform with eight guns, 
which commands the narrow channel between the town 
and Hurst Castle. To the Northward of the Castle, is 
a platform with large guns. 

THE POST OFFICE 

is ^uated in Quay Street ; the Postmasters are Messrs. 
Squire. The mail arrives about nine o'clock, and leaves 
about three in ihe afternoon. Letters to London pass 
through Lymington, and from thence to Southampton. 

HOTELS, INNS, *c 

The principal Hotel is the George, near the Quay, 
which is kept by Mr. Philip Bright, who is also agent 
for Lloyds. . 

The Bugle, kept by Mr. J. Butler, is also a comfort- 
able house. 
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THB RITBR. 

The river Yar, from which the towa derives its name, 
presents at high water a beaniifiil entranoe. It rises 
at the opposite side of the IsUnd, neaf freshwater Chite, 
and within a few yards of the sea, which in stormy 
weather has been seen to break over the narrow ridge 
of separation, and mingle its salt waves with the Iredi 
waters of the river head ; it is navigable to Freshwater 
Mills. 

The river and roads afford secure anchorage, and 
embarking or debarking is at all times easily effected. 

In order to facilitate the communication with the 
Western extremity of the Island, a ferry has been esta- 
blished, to the hamlet <^ Norton, on the oi^>oeite bank 
of the river. 

A STBAM PAGKBT 

plies daily between Lymington and Yarmouth ; and on 
Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays, her excursion is 
extended to Oowies and Portsmouth in the morning, 
returning to Yarmouth and Lymington in the evraing. 
On Tuesdays, Urarsdays, and Saturdays, between 
Yarmouth and Ljrmington, four times i^ day. 

Deck. Forecastle. 
Fare.— Between Lymington and Tar- 1 2 q ^ g 

mouth J 

Yiurmouth and Cowes .20 10 
Lymington and Cowes .26 16 
Lymington and Portsmouth 8 6 2 6 
Yarmouth and Portsmouth 3 2 
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By this conveyance, visitors are enabled to proceed 
direct from Portsmouth or Lymington to Yarmouth ; and 
from hyndngtoa or Yarmoath, by proceeding to Cowes, 
they can take the packet for Southampton or Ryde ; 
whilst passengers from Southampton or Ryde, by taking 
the packet to Oowes, are enabled at Cowes to embark 
for Yarmouth or Lymington. 

THE MAIL BOAT 

leaves Lymington, for Yarmouth, at eight o'clock in the 
morning; and Yarmouth, for L3nnington, at three in 
the afternoon. The fare is one shilling each person. 

BOATS. 

Visitors desirous of crossing to Ljrmington, or sailing 
to Alum Bay, Hurst Castle, the Needles, or round to 
Freshwater Chite, by which means the magnificent coast 
scenery of this part of the Island is viewed to the 
greatest advantage, can hire boats of a most excellent 
class here, manned by skilfiil and steady boatmen. 

FAIB. 

The fair is held annually, on the day preceding St. 
James's day, the titular saint of the church, and two 
following days. 
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THB 

WALKS, IN THE VICINITY OF YARMOUTH, 

are rural and retired, commanding views of Lymington, 
Hurst Castle, and the Dorsetshire hills. Crossing the 
ferry, we arrive at 

NORTON, 

a pleasant village on the opposite side of the river, 
where there are several delightful villas and cottages. 
A walk from here to the Downs will repay the labour, 
by the beauty of the scenery. To the Westward, on 
Norton Common, opposite to Hurst Castle, are the 
sites of Carey's Sconce, and Worsley's Tower, two forti- 
fications successively erected near the same spot, in the 
reigns of Henry YIII. and Elizabeth, for the defence of 
the narrow sea. 

At the turning of Sconce Point into Colwell Bay, 
the peculiarities of the coast begin to appear. The clifis 
become lofty and vertical, eiqposing their different strata, 
the lowest of which is of white sand, and more than 
thirty feet thick. This continues along Totland Bay to 
the grand eminence of Headon Hill, which rises 400 
feet above the level of the sea, which is here remarkably 
clear, with a fine rocky bottom. On turning this point, 
the voyager finds himself in a remarkable bay, at the 
Southern side of which the Needles show their fantastic 
shapes, — ^their rugged narrow ridges, in summer time, 
being generally covered with sea- fowl. 
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Returning to Yannouth, we proceed from thence to 

FRESHWATER, 

a pleasant ride, of about two miles and a half. The 
church formerly belonged to the priory at Oarisbrooke, 
and was given by William Fitz-Osbome, witii five 
others^ to the Abbey of Lyra, in Normandy. The 
patronage of the Rectory of Freshwater was bestowed by 
James I. on the Bidiop of Lincoln, who soon afterwards 
granted it to St. John's College, Cambridge, the present 
patrons. It is the most valuable living in the Island. 
The church is dedicated to All Saints, and consists of a 
body and chancel. It has a North and South aisle, at 
the East end of each of which is a small chapel. 

Near the church is the Red Lion Inn, a small, but 
comfortable house. 

Freshwat^ parish was the birth-place of the cele- 
brated Dr. Robert Hooke, M.D., in ihe year 1635, the 
ingenious inventor of the pendulum spring for watches. 

Proceeding over ihe Downs, and passing Farringford 
Hill, the property of John Hambrough, Esq., we arrive 
at Alum Bay. 

ALUM BAY 

derives its name from the quantity of that valuable 
mineral found on the shore, and presents one of the 
most striking scenes on this curious coast. On one side 
it is bounded by lofty precipices of chalk, of a pearly 
colour, broken and .indented ; — on the other, by cliffs 
strangely, but beautifully variegated, with different 
colours, arising from the strata of jred mi yellow ochres. 
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fuller's earth, black flints, and sands, botii gray and 
snowy white. 

The white sand is valuable for the manufacture of 
glass and chinaware, and is exported in considerable 
quantities to all pairts of the globe. 

Of the coloured sands, which are uncommonly bright 
and pretty, the people of the Island make little chimney- 
piece ornaments, by putting them into phials, and so 
arranging and contrasting the diffsrent tints as to form 
fantastic designs. 

Alum and copperas-stones are also picked up on the 
shores of the bay, and exported in small quantities. 

The cliffs that form Alum Bay are terrific, when 
viewed from the beach, the descent to which is easy. 
A huge angle of rock, forming the Needle Point, is the 
boundary of the bay to the West. The charming 
scenery of the bay has been thus eloquently described 
by Sir H. Englefield, in his Picturesque Account of the 
Island : — ^ The chalk forms an unbroken face every 
'^ where, nearly perpendicular, and in some parts for- 
^' midably projecting ; and the tenderest stains of 

ochreous yellow, and greenish moist vegetation vary, 

without breaking, its sublime uniformity. This vast 
^^ wall extends more than a quarter of a mile, and id 
'^ probably near 400 feet in height ; its termination is 
^^ by a thin -edge of held broken outline; and the 
'^ wedge-like Needle rooks, rising put of the blue 
^' waters, continue the cli£f in idea, beyond its present 
^^ boundary, and give an awfol impression of the stormy 

ages which have gradually devoured its enormous 
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mass. The peaiiy hue of the chalk is beyond de- 
scription hy words, probaUy out of the power even 
of tiie pencil. 
^^ The magical repose of this side of the bay is most 
" wonderfully contrasted by the torn forms and vivid 
^^ colouring of tiie clay cli£& on the opposite side. 
^ These offer a series of points, of a sort of scolloped 
^^ form, and which are often quite sharp and spiry. 
^^ Deep rugged chasms divide the strata in many places, 
'^ and not a vestige of vegetation appears in any part ; 
'' — all is wild ruin. The tints of these cliffs are so 
^^ bright, ^d so varied, that they have not the ap- 
^' pearance of any thing natural. Deep purplish red, 
" dusky blue, bright ochreous yellow, gray neaxly 
^' approaching to white, and absolute black, succeed 
" each other, as sharply defined as the stripes in silk ; 
'^ and ^i;er rain, the sun, which, from about noon till 
^ its setting, in summer, illuminates them more and 
^^ more, gives a brilliancy to some of these, nearly as 
'^ resplendent as the high lights on real silk. Small 
<< vessels often lie in this bay, for the purpose of load- 
ing chalk ; and they most admirably show the 
majestic size of the cli£&, under whose shade they 
'^ lie diminifiihed almost to nothing." 

On the North side of Alum Bay is Headon Hill, about 
four hundred feet high. In this hill only is distinctly 
seen the alternation of marine and freshwater depo»ts ; 
it is in a state of constant ruin. A landslip of above 
seven acres took place on the North side of this hill in 
November, 1839, affording a valuable and practical 
lesaon to geologists. 
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THE NBEDLB8 HOTEL, 

in the immediate vicinity of Alum Bay, is an excel- 
lent house, under the superintendence of Mr. James^ 
Groves. A day or two may be pleasantly and pro- 
fitably spent in examining the various objects of interest 
with which this part of the Island abounds ; particularly 
its geological curiosilies, it living been long looked 
upon by the scientific world as an admirable ^^ school 
" for geologists." 

Visitors, partial to aquatic excursions, may procure 
a boat, on reasonable terms, to the Needle Bocks, 
Scratchell's Bay, and round to the Albion Hotel, Fresh- 
water Gate, or to the opposite shore. Horses and 
carriages are also kept for the accommodation of visitors. 

THS N^UBDIfB LIGHTHOUSE 

is a low truncated cone, situated on the highest point 
of the lofty cli£Fs, which are 715 feet above the lever of 
the sea, and near the edge of the cliff forming the 
Western extremity of the Island. 

The Lighthouse contains thirteen Argand lamps, 
having a deep concave reflector of copper b^iind each, 
plated vnth sUver, ai^d kept beautifully clean. A 
curtain is placed before the lamps in the day-time, the 
wick of a lamp in a corresponding situation having 
token fire, in consequence of the concentration of the 
rays of the sun upon it, from one of tiie reflectors. 

The light, it is stated, has been at times distinctly seen 
at the distance of eleven leagues ; but it is the opinion 
of msaiy experienced mariners, that the lighthouse is 
placed at too high an elevation to be generally usefdL 
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SONNET. 

On these white clifik, that, calm above the flood, 
Uplift their shadowing heads, and, at their leet, 
Scarce hear the surge that has for ages beat, 

Sure many a lonely wand'rer has stood ; 

And, whilst the lifted murmur met his ear, 
And o'er the distant billows the still eve 
Sailed slow, has thought of all his heart must leave 

To-morrow ; of the friends he lov'd most dear ; 

Of social scenes, from which he wept to part. 
But if, like me, he knew how fruitless all 
The thoughts that would full fain the past recal, 

Soon would he quell the risings of his heart. 

And brave the wild winds and unhearing tide. 

The world his country, and his God his guide. 

Rev. W. L. Bowles. 

*rBE NEEDLES, 

AND 

THE needles' point. 

As the tourist changes his position in Alum Bay, the 
Needle lockBj which are five in numher, though only 
Idiree of them now stand boldly out of the water, vary 
their irregular forms to the eye in a most singular 
manner. From some points they appear as if united 
in one broad rugged mass ; from others they are seen 
detached, and looking like old fortresses which had 
battered each other to pieces, or fallen into one common 
ruin imder the weight of time and the violence of 
tempests. 

It would require the pencil instead of the pen, and 
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many successive views, to give a nolioii of the variety 
of tiiese combinatioiis ; but the natural causes which 
have pioduoed these phenomena admit of an easy and 
brief explanation. 

A very sharp point of land forms the Western end of 
the Isle of Wight. This has been broken by the sea, 
and divided into several large columnar rocks, that now 
seem to have risen out of the waters. These rocks, 
which are £Eunbu8 under the name of ^^ The Needles," 
stand on a line with the extremity of the Island, of 
which they were formerly a part. They are white, 
with a black base, and curiously streaked with black 
dots, from the alternate strata of flints. 

The only one of them to which the name of needle 
was at all applicable was of a cylindrical shape, thin, 
and above 100 feet high, measuring from low-water 
mark; this one fell down and almost entirely disap- 
peared about sixty years ago, its base having been 
worn through by the continual action of the waves and 
tides. Seamen used to call it the *^ {nllar of Lofs wife." 
It was Hie furthest from the Island : its base, consisting 
mostly of flint, is still visible, and in stormy weather it 
forms a dangerous reef. 

From the chalky nature of this remaatkaUe gnmp of 
rocks, and of the coast of the Island from which they 
have be^i detached, continual changes are taking place 
in their form and disposition. In some places ihe sea 
has eaten them through, and formed huge and irregular 
archways; in others, it has so washed away their sides, 
that they look rather Uke walls than solid rocks ; while 
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deep caverns have been formed in the chalky cli£Fs of 
the Idand, which fiill in from time to time, «id 
gradaallj diminish the Island in that direction. 

The view from the Needle Point is beautiful in the 
extreme ; it comprises a line of the Hampshire coast, 
and New Forest; Lymington, and its River; Hurst 
Oastle ; the Shingles, a shifting sand between the 
Needles and Hurst Castle; Christeharoh, with its 
capacious bay ; the entrance to Poole Harbour ; Bourne- 
mouth ; Swanage ; the Isle of Purbeck, with its iron- 
bound coast ; and the Dorsetshire coast, to St. Alban's 
Head ; and, in clear weal&er, to Portland Isle. To the 
Southward, the English C^iannel appears in all its 
majesty, enlivened by the passing and repassing of 
vessels, of all sizes and all descriptions. The coast of 
the Island is deariy defined to its Southern extremity. 

On the 11th of June, 1811, the P&mona^ a fifty-gun 
frigate, struck on the Needles, and shortly went to 
pieces. The crew and passengers, amongst whom were 
some Persian princes, were fortunately saved. The 
wind here, at times, blows quite a hurricane ; and a 
st^rm viewed from this point is awAilly grand. Nothing 
ean surpass the serenity of this spot on a summet^s night, 
when the silver moon shines o'er ihe dark blue waves, 
and in its ripple reflects a long stream of brilliancy. 
The wild sublimity of the scenery here contrasts finely 
wHh the highly cultivated portion of the Island to the 
Eastward. 

The Freshwater Cli£&, from their immense height, 
and chalky appearance, may rival any of the white clifis 
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of Albion; even those of Dovor ; and from the beacb 
thej appear, m all the tiemendous majesty of perpen- 
dicular predpices, furrowed by repeated landslips, and 
assailed by the incessant beating of the sea. The height 
of the £Euned cliff alluded to by Shakspeare, is here 
equalled by a long-extended range of perpendicular pre- 
cipices : and the awful occupation of the bold gatherer of 
samphire is here combined with the taking of the eggs, 
and destroying the birds that nestle in the crevices 
below the summit of the cliff. 

The homely residents of this part of the Island are 
very dextrous in taking the ^gs of the sea birds, which 
resort here, in innumerable quantities, from May til 
September. They consist chiefly of puffins, wild pigeons, 
razor-bills, guillemots, starlings, willocks, daws, gulls, 
cormorants, Cornish choughs, and that valuable qpedes 
of anas, the Eider duck, the down of which is so cde- 
brated for its softness. 

These people incur great risk. An iron crow is fixed 
in the top of the cliff, to which a rope is attached, 
having a piece of wood at the end ; as soon as the man 
is seated, he halloos, upon which the birds quit the holes 
wherein their eggs are deposited, and flying away, leave 
them a prey to the adventurous plunderer. 

It is said, that a roan engaged in this perilous work, 
tempted by the prospect of a large collection of eggs, 
situated in a crevice beyond the perpendicular of the 
cliff, left his rope unthinkingly, and while intent upon 
his prize, the seat vibrating less and less, nearly gained 
its position perpendicularly with the top of the cliff 
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But one chance, and that a desperate one, presented 
itself for his escape from starvation, and that chance 
incurred the risk of instantaneous death, by being 
dashed to pieces at the foot of the precipice, had he 
missed the rope. His daring was crowned with success, 
and he succeeded in reaching the sununit of the cliff in 
safety. 

This part of the Island yields a mass of subjects 
highly picturesque. The cliflfs, with the. sea boldly 
swelling at their base, or dashing with wild sublimity 
into foam — ^the screaming of the wild sea-birds — the 
passing ships — the fishermen and boats, in all their 
varied circumstances and occupations-r-the changing 
seasons — the varpng weather — ^present scenes of pecu- 
liar beauty, and which rivetted the attention of that 
pupil of nature, Morland, most of whose sea views 
were sketched about this part of the Island. 

The pebbles over which the sea rolls are black and 
shiny, being mainly flints loosened or dissolved from their 
beds in the chalk, and broken and polished by the friction 
of ages, produced by the never-resting tides and waves. 
The water at the foot of the clifife is so clear, that one 
xan see many fathoms deep to the bottom of it. 

Pursuing the course along the down, aAd passing a 
sea-mark, we follow the decline of the cli£&, till we 
arrive at 

FRESHWATER GATE. 

The Albion Hotel is situated on the beach ; it is 
an excellent establishment, kept by Mis. Plumbly and 

H 5 



154 ISLE OP WIGHT. 

Son, affording eveiy requisite aoeommodation. The 
house is close to the sea shore, in a most romantic part 
of Frediwater, admirably adfl^ted to form a resting- 
place for those who wish to yiew the stupendous rocky 
scenery around to the greatest advantage, wfaidi is done 
from the water, about a quarter of a mile from the 
shore. 

On the beach are bathing machines. The stabling 
is good, and cars and gigs are also kept. 

Boats can always be procured, which will enable the 
tourist to bdiokL the beauties and curiosities of this 
romantic portion of the Island in the most &yourable 
points of view. 

The fol}owing is a list of some of the principal objects 
of attraction:— 

1. Freshwater Cave. 

2. Watcombe Bajrs and Bock. 

3. The four Caves of Watcombe. 

4. Neptune's large Cave, which is 200 feet deep, and 

a smaller Cave, 90 feet in depth. 

5. Bar Cave, 90 feet deep. 

6. High Down Clifis, 617 feet above the level of the 

sea* 

7. Frenchman's Hole, a cave 90 feet in depth. 

8. Lord Holmes's Parlour and Kitchen. 

9. Roe's Hall, Cliffs 600 feet high ; and the Wedge 

Rock, an object of great curiosity. 

10. Old Pepper Rock. 

11. Preston's Bower. 
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12. A range of CUfb, called the Main Bendi, the prin- 

cipal nesting place of pn£Em8, willocks, razor- 
bills, choughs, hawks, cormorants, &c. &c. 

13. Scratchell's Bay. 

14. The five Needle Rocks. 

15. Alum Bay, and Headon Hill. 



FRESHWATER CA^E 

can only be entered at low water ; it is an excavation 
made beneath a lofty cliff, by the constant assaults of 
the sea ; the entrance is rather narrow, but the depth is 
forty yards. The passage is strewed with fragments, 
while the roof is hung with terrific masses, threatening 
to foil every moment. A lofty rugged arch admits 
light to its inmost recess, and thus lessens the horror of 
the soMie. 

This cave, opening under the cliff, expands into a 
marine grotto of considerable dimenmons, and forms an 
interesting and impressive object to Ae curious traveller. 
A slight pier of chalk divides the mouth of the cave into 
two unequal arches, beyond the smaller of which is 
another of the same size. The principal arch is between 
twenty and thi^ fset in height. The interior of the 
arches, with their dark mantle of moss and sea-weed, 
affords a fine contrast to the white chalky cli£b outside ; 
and the sea-view from the upper part of the cave, with 
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its wild fore-ground, formed by large firagments of tlie 
rock, which lie scattered at the feet of the spectator, is 
strikingly beautiful. Through the lesser opening are 
seen the opposite c\i& of Freshwater Bay ; while the 
main arch displays a wide expanse of ocean, and, in the 
distance, the noble summit of St. Catherine's Hill. The 
floor of the cave is a clear pebbly beach, strewn with 
masses of the rock of every size and shape ; and, being 
washed by each returning tide, is always dripping with 
the briny moisture, which, added to the cool crystal 
drops that continually trickle from the roofs above, 
gives a reviving freshness to this retreat, that in ihe hot 
months of summer is inezpresably delightful. 

The views from the various caves commanding the 
British Channel, are enlivened by the labours of the 
fisherman following his occupation; and the passing 
uid re-passing of vessels of all sizes and descriptions. 

On the Eastern side of Freshwater Bay, are two 
remarkable isolated rocks, one conical, the other forming 
a bold and rugged arch ; both have l(mg withstood the 
attack of winds and waves. TheiK^ the eye glances 
along Afton Down, the South-Western coast of the 
Island, till it reaches St. Catherine's Hill and Rocken End. 

Freshwater Gate is twelve miles from Newport, five 
miles from Yarmouth, three miles and a half from the 
Needles, and three miles from Alum Bay. 
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scratchell's bay, 

rituated in the cliffs nearer the Needles, presents varions 
curious strata, which overhang nearly 200 feet. The 
shore offers numerous attractions to the scientific, in an 
interminable variety of fossils, impregnated with the 
rocky substance of the cliff, together with native spars. 
Copperas stones are frequently thrown by the tide on 
the beach, and pieces of iron ore, in their primitive state, 
are sometimes found. 

Veins of rock, shooting from the cliffs, run to a length 
that cannot be ascertained, terminating in the sea. At 
a distance they appear like water pipes, and, on exami- 
nation, are found to consist, in the middle, of a vein of 
black rock, covered with an incrustation of iron. The 
shape of these veins is singular, but very regular, and 
pointed ; they dart into the sea among the other rocks, 
which form the entrance of Freshwater Cave. The 
Needle Cave is 300 feet deep. 

From Freshwater Gate, we proceed over the downs of 
Afton, commanding noble and extensive sea and land 
views, to the village of 

BROOK) 

which lies in a reeess, formed by two mountains, thus 
sheltering it from the violence of the winds. The church 
is picturesque, viewed from the valley ; it is an ancient 
edifice, dedicated to St. Mary, and consists of a body 
and chancel, with a tower on the south side : it was 
formerly a diapelry to Freshwater, but is now a distinct 
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parish. The Manor House is remarkable, as having, in 
1514, been the birth-place of Sir Jolm Cheke, who was 
tutor to King Edward YI. 

It is related of King Henry the Seventh, that, coming 
into the Isle of Wight in the fourteenth year of his 
reign, he* honoured Dame Joanna Bowerman, then 
Lady of the Manor of Brook, with a visit, and, in 
acknowledgment of his entertainment, he not only left 
behind him a drinking horn as a present, but gave her 
a warrant for a fat buck of the season, to be yearly 
delivered out of his Forest of Carisbrooke during her 
life. 

On the shore is a small chine. Leaving Brook, we 
arrive at 

MOTTISTON, 

a little village, beautifully situated, and commanding 
extensive views of the country, and the English Channel. 

On an eminence, overlooking the village, is a curious 
relic of antiquity, called Longstone, which, as its name 
imports, is a rude piece of rock, of considerable size, 
apparently erected by art. It is a mass of the hardest 
stratum of sandstone, abundant in the neighbourhood, 
and contains much iron. It is twelve feet high, above 
the level of the ground, and approaches to a quadran- 
gular form, though by no means of a regular shape. 
It has not the least appearance of having been hewn 
or wrought, except by having had tl^ most prominent 
parts beaten off. 

Near it, another stone, about ei^t feet long, lies on 
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the ground, but it is u&certain whether it was ever in 
an erect position. No trace of a ditch, or earth-work 
of any sort, is discoverable near it ; its sides are deeply 
furrowed by the weather, covered with lichens; and 
the rudeness of the scenery around it accords with the 
antique character of the stone. 
The next village we arrive at, is 

BRIXTON, or BRIOHTSTONE, 

called by the country people Brison. The church, which 
is dedicated to St. Mary, and consists of a body, chancel, 
and South aisle, is of a very primitive character; it has 
a low tower, with a short leaden spire, and a peal of 
five bells ; the pews are plainly fitted up, and its inter- 
nal decorations are exceedingly neat. 

Brixton Bay commences at Atherfield Point, about 
which, and Fishing Cove, pyrites are found. 

In the neighbourhood are several chines of minor 
importance, as Cowleaze on the East, and Stripledge, 
Jackmans, and Chilton, on the West. Of these, Jack- 
mans is the principal, and leads from the village of 
Brixton to the shore. Between Cowleaze aQd Strip- 
ledge Chines, is Barnes Hole, a very remarkable cavern ; 
the sides are black, and near 400 feet'high^ Orange 
Chine Point, to the West of Jackmans, is also remark- 
able for a cave, called "The Dutchman's Hole," so 
named from a Dutch ship running into it. The bay is 
surrounded by dangerous rocks, and by clifis cut and 
rent towards the sea in an extraordinary manner*. 

* These chasms, which, in the language of the islanders, are 
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Brixton village is about seven miles Souih-West from 
Newport, and nearly the same from YiMnnonth and 
Freshwater ; it is a pleasant spot, commanding an ex- 
tensive prospect of the British Channel. There are two 
inns in the village ; the New Inn, kept by George Hal- 
lett ; and the Five Bells. 

Two miles hence is Shorwell. 

SHORWELL 

was a chapelry belonging to the Priory of Carisbrooke, 
till the reign of Edward III., when it was made a sepa- 
rate parish, on account of the inconvenience of burying 
their dead at Carisbrooke. The church is dedicated 
to St. Peter, and consists of a body and chancel, with 
North and South aisles, separated from the body by five 
Gothic arches. The pulpit is of stone. In the chancel 
is a stone slab, in which is inlaid the figure reprosecuted 
in the plate. 

called Chines, form one of the most characteristic features of the 
coast Sir Richard Worsley has endeavoured to explain the 
etymology of the term " chine." ** This term," he sajrs, " is 
applied to the back-bone of an animal (both in the manige 
and culinary language), which forms the highest ridge of the body. 
Echine, in the Frlnch, is used in the same sense ; and Boyer has 
the word chinfreneau for a great cut or slash. Hence the word 
chine might be thought peculiarly expressive of a high ridge of 
land cleft abruptly down ; and the several parts of the Southern 
coast denominated chines all correspond with this description." 



In the North aisle ara sereral handsome moiiuroentG 
of the Leigh foiolly, the foimer powessoia of Northcourt 
House. 

Hie greatest attraction in this oharmingly-aituated 
village k Noitbconit, the seat of H. P. E. Ooidon, Esq., 
son of Sir James Willou^by Qoidon, But. This 
spacious and renemble mannon was erected in the 
reign of James I. ; it was commenced by Sir John 
Leigh, who died in 1629, and finished by hia son. 
The grounds are well worthy inspection, and poesesa 
some of the finest grown timber in the Island, ^le 
elegant little dairy is fitl«d up wUh much taste, haTiog 
windows of coloured gloss, and the other appointments 
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the 
road. 



is the smalleet parish in the Island. The chnicli is 
pleasantly situated, and shaded by a magmficent grove 
of elms. Tbean is a fins land Tiew from the bowling 
green on tiie North side of the saciod pile. From Eong- 
•ton we proceed to Chale. 



is a long straggling TiQaf^; its church, which has a 
handsome square tower, and ia dedicated to St. An- 
drew, was built by Hugh Vernon in the reign of 
Henry I. It is similar in the lower part to Caris- 
brooke, but not so large. 

The Bastem part of Chole Farm is, &om the ancient 
style of its architecture, an object of gtatifioation and 
interest to the antiquary. From hence we ascend the 
snmiDit of St. Oatherioe's HilL 
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ST. Catherine's mix 

is the most elevated pomt of the whole Island^ beiiig nine 
hundied and fifty feet above the level of the sea at low 
water mark. From hence there is a magnificent view 
completely ronnd the Isle, except in one point, which is 
interrupted by the Brixton Downs. To the West, the 
islands of Portland and Purbeck may be clearly distin- 
guished, on a fine day. Cooke, in his '^ New Picture of 
** ihs Ish of Wight^ says, " Sometimes, in the clearest 
^ weather, may be seen even the highest part of the 
^ French coast, adjcnning Cherbourg; but this is rare, 
^^ to the sight even of the party stationed at the Signal 
« House." 

The land near Lymington seems almost to join the 
Island, a small portion only of the Solent being visible ; 
the New Forest, the Southampton Water, Portsdown 
Hin, the hiUs of Sussex, and, in a clear day, Beachey 
Head, form the Eastern extremity of the view beyond 
Brigliton. The Medina river takes its rise at the foot 
of this hill, and, after passing through Newport, joins 
the sea at Cowes. It is an inconsiderable stream from 
hence to Newport, unworthy the distingui^ed appel- 
lation of a river. 

St. Catherine's Down is alwajrs visited by admirere 
of the romantic and sublime, as the varied prospect 
cannot be surpassed. St. Catherine's Tower, and a 
s^^nal station (now abandoned), are of essential service, 
by day, to vessels navigating the Channel. The down 
derives its name ftma the tower, having been previously 
called Chale Down. 
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This stem ^^ round tower of other days," has a happf 
effect in the landscape, and is not uninteresting in its 
history. It was built above those terrible precipices as 
ha back as the year 1323, by Walter, lord <^ the nei^- 
bouring manor of Qodyton, who assigned certain rents 
for a cbaunting priest to sing mass in it, and also to 
provide light in the tower (which was once a chapel, a 
hermitage, and a pharos), for the safety of seamen in 
dark and stormy weather. , At the RdTormation, the 
trifling revenues were sequestrated or aUenated, — the 
poor monk ceased his mass, and the lights to shine 
across the deep, where rocks and shoab threatened de- 
struction to the '^ night-faring skiff." On the latter 
point, however, our regret may be the less, as it is 
asserted that, owing to its great elevation, the pharos is 
so frequently surrounded with mists as to render even 
the best of modem lights of no avail there, when they 
are most wanted. By day, and in fine weather, how- 
ever, the old tower still renders good service, being an 
excellent landmark. 

Mr. Pennant informs us, that it was thought of sudi 
importance in his time, that it was thoroughly and 
solidly repaired, and that, in clearing away the rubbish 
that had fyXkm in, the workmen discovered the form of 
the little chapel, and the floor of the little cell in which 
the pious priest used to sleep. 

The tower is thirty-five feet six inches high, oct- 
angular without and quadrangular within, finished with 
a pyramidical roof; each side, interior as well as 
exterior, being exactly four feet. 
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THE NEW LIGHT HOUSE, 



at St. Catherine's Point, was erected in 1838-40, by 
the Trinity House, on ground granted by George-Peter 
HoHbrd, Esq., brother and heir of the late Robert 
Holford, Esq. The building was completed under the 
superintendence of Mr. Dashwood, of Ryde, and was 
lighted up, for the first time, March 25, 1840. 
The dimensions of the^ight House are as under : 

Ft In. 

From high-water mark to the level of the) /^| rv 
terrace . • . j 

From the terrace to the top of the stonework 100 

The lanterns, and pedestal above the stone . 1 <6 

The extension of the glass frame • . 10 

The roof^ ball, vane, and lightning repeller . 11 6 
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The Light-house tower is fourteen feet diameter 
inside, and is ascended by a vending staircase of one 
hundred and fifty-two steps to the lantern room. 

The lighting apparatus consists of one lamp, three 
inches and a half in diameter, with four concentrated 
wicks, reflected through a lens, surrounded by two 
hundred and fifty mirrors. 

The light is exhibited from sunset to sunrise; it 
bums at an elevation of one hundred and seventy-eight 
feet above high-crater level, and appears as a fixed 
bri^t li^t in all directionB seaward. 
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For the guidance of marmen, it may be usefdl to 
state, that, by the orders of the Trinity House, '^ the 
^' Needles Point Light House will continue to be shown 
'^ in all directions within which it has heretofore been 
'^ visible, but, in order to distinguish it from the new 
'^ li^t at St. Catherine's, it will assume a red colour, 
'^ and will be so continued." 

At the Northern extremity of St. Catherine's Down 
is the Medina Hermitage, the seat of James-Barlow 
Hoy, Esq. It i^ a good house, and has an excellent 
verandah, of trelUs work, covered with choice plants. 
On the brow of the hill is an elegant cc^mn, called 
^* The Alexandrian," seventy-two feet high, and visible 
from the greater part of the Island, erected by the late 
Michael Hoy, Esq. 

Returning along the hiU, the next village is 

niton; 

or, as it is sometimes called. Crab Niton, from the 
number of crabs found on the coast in its vidnity. 

Niton is about eight miles and a half from Newport, 
and at the Eastern extremity of St. Catherine's Hill, in 
an elevated situation, nearly a mile from the shore ; its 
sheltered position deprives it of sea views, or even a 
landscape of interest, particularly when compared with 
those places that surround it. 

The village consists of two irregular streets, contain- 
ing comfortable dwellings, built with stcme, and thatched, 
most of ihem possessing orchards. The church is of 
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great antiquity, built of fireestone, and consists of two 
aisles, with a stone tower ; it is dedicated to St. John 
the Baptist, and was one of those given by William 
fltas-Osbome to the Abbey of Lyra, in Normandy. 
The diurch came to the Crown at the dissolution of 
rdigioos houses, and was, with five other churches in 
Hampshire, given to Queen s College, Oxford, by 
Charles I, in exchange for the College plate. 

The vicarage of Godshill, and the chapel of Whitwell, 
are also annexed to this living. Near the church are 
the steps of the ancient stone cross, supposed to have 
been used for the ceremony of baptism. In the parish 
register is the following entry : 

« July 1, A.D. 1675, Charles II., King of Great 
*' Britain, France, Ireland, &c. came safely on shore at 
'* Puckaster, after he had endured a great and dan- 
'' gerous storm at sea. Ut regnet diu et feliciter, vovit 
^' et expotat, Thomas Collinson, rector de Nighton." 
The rectory is a building of modem date. The White 
' Lion Inn stands near the centre of the village. 

In or near Niton, the gallant and enterprising 
Admiral Hobson^ a native of Bonchurch, is said to 
have been apprenticed to a tailor, in the reign of Queen 
Anne ; hearing a British fleet was passing the back of 
the Wight, he went with his shopmates to view the 
sight ; struck with the novelty and grandeur of the scene, 
he ran to the shore, and jumping into a boat, made for 
the fleet, where he was taken on board. The day 
following they fell in with a French squadron, which 
afforded young Hobson an opportunity of evincing the 
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of the pictures, particulaily the historical portraits, 
were in the old manor-house for many generations, and 
were presented to the Worsleys by the princes and great 
personages they represent. 

The sculptures and drawings were collected by Sir 
Richard, the last baronet, who, in the course of the 
years 1785-86 and 87, made an extensive tour through 
Italy, Greece, Eg3rpt, and Turkey, and took with him 
able artists, who made the drawings and views of the 
most interesting places under his own inspection. Sir 
Richard printed a Catalogue Baitonni of his collections, 
and afterwards a larger work, called Mtuefim WarM- 
anuniy which contains numerous engravings with de- 
scriptions. This gentleman died here, at his birth-place, 
about thirty years ago. He l^t no children, but was 
succeeded by his sister, whose daughter, by her marriage, 
carried the mansion and estates of Appulduroombe to 
the Earl of Yarborough, the present noble proprietor, 
who has made considerable alterations in the interior of 
the mansion, which has been entirely re-modelled. 
The park is well stocked with deer, and the soil is 
rich, and affords excellent pasturage. 

On the East is seen St. Helens' roads, Spithead, and 
Portsmouth ; on the West, the clifis at Freshwater, the 
Dorsetshire coast, and the Isle of Portland; on the 
North, is a view of the New Forest, and the Solent ; 
on the South, is the British Channel. 

The old Priory House was situated a small distance 
from the present mansion. It underwent a thorough 
repair in the reign of Queen Elisabeth, and was taken 
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down by % Robert Woisley, about the period of the 
erection of the present building. Sir Robert Worsley 
says, ^^ This place took its name from its situation, for 
^^ in the old Armoric language, Pul is a bottom, or a 
^^ ditch, or a pool, and Dur is water. The Armoric 
'^ language is that of the Bretons in France, and agrees 
'^ much with the Cornish ; it was probably the language 
^^ of the old inhabitants of this Island. The Saxons 
^ added Combe, which in their, language signifies a 
^^ bottom. I thought fit to leave this memorandum to 
^^ posterity, and refer them to Lhuyd's Dictionary. In 
^^ the oldest court roll I have, which was the sixteenth 
year of King Henry VI., I find it entered Appiddur- 
combe, as above, and likewise in some of the old ones 
'^ since, but they often varyed in the spelling of it, not 
^^ knowing from whence it was derive^l." Extracted 
from an old plate of the ancient mansion, signed 
« Robert Worsley, 1720." 

Leaving this beautiful demesne, we proceed, on our 
return, through the village of 

GODSHILL. 

This is one of the ancient parishes that existed before 
the compilation of Domesday Book, and ohe of the six 
churches given by William Fitz-Osbom to the Abbey 
of Lyra. The church, which is of Saxon architecture, 
stands on a steep hill. 

A wild, yet not uncommon, tradition is told to 
account for the elevated situation of GodshiU church. 
The foundation was laid at the foot of the steep hill, 

K 
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and the mem began to build there; but the next morning, 
on returning to their labours, they found that all the 
stones and other materials had been removed during the 
nighty and placed at the top of the hUL They recom- 
menoed their work below, still the next day all was 
gone; and this continued until they took the hint, 
built upOn the iq>ot indicated to them by invisible hands, 
and by so doing added muc\k to the beauty of the scene. 

Its elevated situation, however, has more than once 
exposed the churdlj to danger. In January, 177B, it 
was struck by lightning, which so injure<l the old 
building, that two of the gable end$ fell in the CaUowing 
year. 

In its tower are five bells and a clock ; it contains 
many curious monuments, and some modem ones to the 
memory of the Worsleys : it is a vicarage, in the gift; 
of Queen's Gollege, Oxford, and annexed to the rectory 
of Niton. 

The UtUe village is very picturesque ; the cottages are 
clean and neat, with gardens attached. A grammar- 
school was founded and endowed by Sir Richard Worsley, 
in 1614 ; besides which, there is a large free school. 
This village. was the birth-place of the Rev. Henry. Cole, 
D.D., LL.D., D^an of St.. Paul's, &c., who has been 
stigmatised by historians as one who changed from 
Protestantism to Catholicism, as; his interest dictated. 
The manor of Godshill also belonged to the abbey of 
Lyra, which, as it was the richest at home, was the 
most rapacious of all Norman monasteries. Henry 
VIII. caused it to revert to the Cro¥rn, and gave it to 
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bis favourite abbey, and palace of Sheen, in Surrey, 
together with the priory of Carisbrookoi and the manor 
of Freshwater. 

Proceeding onwards, we arriye at 

NEWCHURCH, 

nearly in the centre of the pariA of that name, and 
the parish church of the town of Ryde, from which it 
is distant about seven miles. The church stands on a 
rising ground, and commands extensive views ; it is old, 
and built in the form of a cross. It is rather large, and 
consists of a body, and a large chancel, separated from 
the body by a Gothic arch of plain construction ; there 
are aisles on the North and South sides, separated from 
the body by four €bthic arches, and in each aisle is a 
small chapel. There are three beUs in the tower ; it is 
one of the six given by William Fitz-Odbom to the 
Abbey of Lyra, in Normandy. The living is in the gift 
of the BidK)p of Bristol. 

A tombstone, in the churchyard displa3rs the following 
curious epitaph to the memory of Richard Forward, who 
wa0 fifty-four years vestry and parish clerk to the living 
of Newchurch: 

In yonder sacred pile his voice was wont to sound, 
And now bis body rests witbin this hallowed ground ; 
He taught the peasant boy to read and use the pen, 
His earthly toils are o'er— he 's cried his last Amen! 

Among the multitude of pleasing views from this 
ioym, that from the churdiyard claims pre-eminence ; 
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looking from thence, the hills of Gatcombe appear to 
join those of Aneton, and, blending with Knighton, 
terminate with the Culver cli£&. About a mile from 
Newchurch is the site of Knighton House, the founda- 
tion of this once extensive mansion being all that 
remains to speak of ^' its ^hereabout." From hence, 
the road conducts, over Ashey Down, to Ryde. 



FROM COWES TO NEWPORT, APPULDURCOMBE, 

AND NITON. 

The route from Cowes to Newport has been already 
described. Leaving Newport, we pass through the 
hamlet of Shide, where several inquisitions were taken 
in the reign of Edward II., and pursuing the route, pass 
Standen. 

In the reign of Henry VII., this place was the resi- 
dence of Lady Cecilia, daughter of Edward lY., and 
sister of the reigning queen. The lady Cecilia died 
her^, and was buried at Quarr Abbey. Attached to the 
estate, on the summit of St. George's Down, was an 
ancient bowling green, the resort of the Governor and 
the gentry of the Island, in the seventh year of Eling 
James's reign, who used to meet twice a week. 

A turn to the left, leads to 

THE VILLAGE OP ARRETON, 

at the Western end of the downs, and is only three 
miles from Newport; its scattered cottages line the 
side of the road for half of that distance. The neatness 
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of these rural abodes, and the prosperous look of their 
inhabitants, who are nearly all cultivators of the soil, 
sufficiently show that this is the most fertile part of the 
Isle of Wight. 

The church was one of those given to the Abbey of 
Lyra, by William Fitz-Osbom; and, in the reign of 
Henry I., when Baldwin de Redvers endowed the 
Abbey of Quarr, he either gave the manor of Arreton, 
or procured it for lus new foundation, to which it 
belonged till the abbey was dissolved. The church, 
which is dedicated to St. George, is an ancient edifice, 
consisting of a body and chancel, with a South aisle. 
In the aisle, is an ancient plate of brass, on which is the 
effigy of a man in armour, with his feet on a lion ; and 
underneath is this inscription : — 

Kere (s xi hvtith : ttitHer tf^to gtsiu, 
Ikftns WtfMn : lis %ouU ffoH Mut: 
Irdngfr t^mr stttoatrH : of t|f 9U of 90lsg|t, 
Ikftur mcs on f^pa i IfifoH Ud of msg^t. 

There are also some handsome monuments to the 
Holmes &mily ; that to Sir Leonard Worsley Holmes 
is peculiarly worthy of attention; the sculptor, Mr. 
Haskoll, is a native of the Island. 

Elizabeth Wallbridge, a pious peasant girl, whose 
history has been simply and feelingly narrated, by the 
Rev. Legh Richmond, in a small volume, entitled 
^' TAe JDaifyman's DaatghUr^ was bom in this village, 
and lies interred in the churchyard. 
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From Anreton Downs, the yiews of the interim of . 
the Island are extensiye, and ahnoet perfect in their 
kind. Cornfields, meadows, and ordiards, with a gentle 
little riyer winding among them, and cattle seen here 
and there ; shelying heaths, spotted with white flocks ; 
yillages and yillage spires, hamlets, and mansions ; bold 
hills and rooks ; and, afar off, the blue wayes of the 
ocean, are the main features of the scenery, to which 
are added many minnter and inexpresnble graces. 

On the Downs of Arreton the tourist will see two 
large sepulchral barrows, which, as well as seyend others 
on the Island, are generally referred to the period of the 
Danish inyasion, and supposed to mark the spots where 
some of the leaders of those fierce depredators were 
interred. 

From this yillage, a good road leads to Lake^ Shank- 
lin, and the Undercliff. Pursuing the direct road to 
Appulduroombe, we ayoid the turn leading to Arreton, 
and pass, on our right-hand, 

PIDFORD, 

a pleasantly-situated mangion. From hence we arriye 
at Rookley, a small hamlet; at its entrance^ on the 
left, stands a pretty cottage. 

Following the direct road, we pass oyer Black Down, 
a sterile heath, to Niton, and the Sand Bock Hotel. 
Turning to the left, we go through Godshill ; and, after 
yiewing Appuldurcombe, pass through the yillage of 
WhitweU. 
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WHITWELL 

is about nine miles from Newport. The church is 
properly a chapel, belonging to €K>dshill ; but, on account 
of the separate parochial duties, is deemed a distinct 
parish. The church consisted originally of two chapels, 
the chapel of the blessed Virgin Mary of Whitwell, and 
the chapel of St. Radegund, which latter is now the 
chancel of the church ; it was built and endowed by 
De Estur, Lord of Cbtcombe. 

From Whitwell there is a good road to Niton and 
tbe Undercliff. From Niton, through Chale and Kings- 
ton, to Newport and Cowes. Leaving Niton we 
proceed through Chale and Kingston, where, turning to 
the left, we pass 

BILLINGHAM, 

the seat of the Rev. James Worsley. About two miles 
hence, on our right, is 

GATCOMBE, 

a sequestered village, and the elegant seat of General 
Carey; it is distant about three miles from New- 
port, and affords peihaps the most charming inland 
scenery of any spot in the Island. The church, which 
is dedicated to St. Olave, is a very ancient edifice. 
In the North side of the chancel there is the figure of 
a man in full proportion, carved in wood; which is 
^' called the old wooden saint, but must have been pro- 
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^^ bably a representatioii of one of the family of the 
" JMea." 

This curious moQument^ together with a scale of feet, 
we have given a correct representation of. 

Pursuing our road, we pass under the ruins of Caris- 
brooke Castle, and proceeding through the New Village, 
return to Newport, and thence to Cowes. 

FROM RTDE OR COWES, THROUGH NEWPORT, TO 
CALBOURNE, THORLBY, AND TARMOTTTH^ 

The route from Ryde and Cowes to Newport has 
been already fiilly detailed ; leaving Newport, we ascend 
the village of Carisbrooke, and, proceeding over Alving^ 
ton Down, about four miles on the road, pass, on our 
right, 

SWAINSTON. 

This delightful mandon is the property and residence 
of Sir Richard-Godin Simeon, Bart., and is situated in 
a fertile valley, luxuriantly wooded, commanding fine 
views of the Solent. It is erected on the site of an 
ancient palace of the Bishops of Winchester. 

Two miles hence, we reach 

CALBOURNE, 

a small village, at the foot of the Brixton Downs. The 
church, consisting of a body and a cross aisle, compass- 
roofed, and tiled, is ancient, and contains some vestiges 
of Norman architecture. At the North end of the aisle 
is a raised tomb, with a stone taUet, in which is inlaid 
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the aanexed effigy in brass, df tt-man in complete armour, 
witb his feet upon a dog. By the canopy over his head, 
and the fiishion of the armour, it is probably the work- 
manship of the fourteenth century. The tomb is placed 
North and South, contrary to the .usual method of 
burial. 



Adjoining the villaga is the pleasantly-aitaated man- 
sion of 

WBHTOTKR, 

the seat of the Hon. AVilliam Heniy Ashe A'Court 
Holmes, M.P. for the county of the Isle of Wight. 
The house commands some fine views to the North- 
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west, and the gtonnds are laid out with much jadgmenL 
From hence we pass the Tillage of 

THORLEY, 

which is pleasantly surrounded hy timber. The church 
is a small building, without either steeple or tower; it 



-.ind has time enough, would do well to make the tour 
of the Island by sea ; as in that manner he will see 
many things that would otherwise eecape him, and take 
in the stupendous dimensions of cUfis and rent columns, 
with far more efiect than in looking at them from above, 
or from the narrow line of the ahoie. The tour round 
the Island is usually accomplished in three days ; but 



TOUR ROUXD THE ISLAND. 203 

four days can hardly be spent in a more delightful man-, 
ner by the lover of nature. If preferred, boats may be 
procured from point to point, those of Cowes and Yar- 
mouth being particularly good. During the fine season 
of the year there are steam-boats, both from Cowes and 
Ryde, that make the voyage round the Island in from 
eight to ten hours' time ; the circuit being nearly eighty 
miles.' This is a short, cheap, and delightful excursion 
for such as have not time for a more deliberate survey 
and examination of the beauties and phenomena of the 
Isle of Wight.^ 

It is to be hoped that improvements in the state 
of the roads, will take place, and every part of the 
Island be rendered easily accessible ; considerable advan- 
tages would necessarily and speedily be derived by all 
parties interested. The labour of the horse i^ould be 
decreased, the wear and tear of carriages lessened, and 
numerous visitors, who had for the first time contem- 
plated the beauties of the ^^ Back of the Island," would 
be tempted once more to revisit those romantic scenes. 

Starting from Coww, through Newport and Yarmouth, 
to the Needles' Light House, Groves's Hotel, at Alum 
Bay, or Plumbly's, Freshwater Chtte, will afford the best 
accommodation for the night. From thence it will be 
necessary to reach Shanklin the next evening; and 
return to Cowes the following day. 

Fvom Byde^ through Newport, the George at Yar- 
mouth, the Needles' Hotel, Alum Bay, or the Albion 
Hotel, Freshwater Gate, present eligible accommoda- 
tions. The succeeding evening may be most agreeably 
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spent at the Royal Sand Rock Hotel, or Yentnor ; and 
the third will bring the tonrist to Ryde, or Newport 

Other excursions can be taken as Ismue or inclination 
may permit. 

THE VOYAGE ROUND THE ISLAND^ 

This is a delightful exonrrion, enabling the yoyager to 
riew in a few hoars the whole coast of the idand, and 
also that of Hampshire^ wi& part of Dorsetshire. 

A steam-boat from Portsmouth, leaves Rjde Pier 
about half-past nine in the morning, generally on Wed« 
nesdays during the summer months, and usually per- 
forms the Yoyage in about eight hours ; but it has been 
done in seven hours and twenty minutes. The £Eure is 
five shillings each individual, and refireshments can be 
procured on board. 

Proceeding to the Eastward, we pass Appley, St. John's^ 
and St. Glare's, with their woods extending to the water's 
edge. Farther on is Nettlestone, or Sea View, the Priory, 
and at the bottom of the hill is a good view of Old 
Church sea mark; crossing the entrance of BracUng 
Haven, which is a shallow arm of the Sea at high water, 
to Bembridge, there is a distant view of l^e vale from 
Brading to Appuldurcombe. Passing the Bembridge 
Ledge, a dangerous reef, we come next to the Eastern 
extremity of the Island, Foreland Point, and the Culver 
Ciifis*, which are lofty, and appear white and gray ; — 

* The summit of the highest cliff is about four hundred feet 
above the level of the sea, and affords a fine view across the 
British Channel. 
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skirtiiig Sandown Bay, the Fort, the Cottage, and Shank- 
lin Chine, are succeasiyely passed. 

The next object is Dunnose, a point of locky knd to 
the Southward of Luccombe Chine. The shore is strewn 
with iron ore and copperas. The ascent, from low-water 
mark to the top of the downs, is near seyen hundred 
feet ; they are seen to considerable adyantage from the 
water. On account of the number of rocks which 
stretch into the sea, the coast is considered dangerous 
for ships of burthen. The coast to Steephill is rugged. 
The Undereliff forms a charming object at this period of 
the yoyage. We next pass Yentnor Coye and mill. 
St. Lawrence, Old Park, Mirables, the Orchard, Puck- 
aster, &c. are passed in succession, tittcing the shore, till 
we come to the rocks terminating the range of Under- 
clifP near Niton, where the Sand Bock Hot^ forms a 
prominent feature on the shore. A little fieurther to the 
West we arriye at the Southernmost point of the Island, 
known by the name of St. Catherine's, and RockenEnd 
Race, on which the New light House has recently been 
erected. The Downs, which terminate the range of 
Undereliff, are higher than any others. 

A new scene now presents itself, in Black Oang 
Chine. Passing Atherfield Point, and Compton Chine, 
we enter Brixton Bay, where, with a South- West wind, 
the sea flows in with tremendous fury. Jackman's 
Chine is the principal one in this bay, and leads to 
Brixton yillage. Brook Chine is the next object, after 
which we enter Freshwater Bay. From the Cave to 
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the Main Bench, many chasms in the rocks are seen, 
with numberless caves and recesses along the beach. 
' Passing the subliine and stupendous cHffs of Fresh- 
water, we enter Scratchell's Bay; and proceeding by 
the Needles*, enter Alum Bay, having a fine view of 
Christchurch Bay, Bournemouth, and Swanage, and 
pursuing our course through Totland and Cdwell Bays, 
we pass Hurst Castle, and the lighthouses. Hurst 
Castle was built by Henry YIII., for the defence (^ the 
passage between the coast of Hampshire and the Needles. 
The Shingles here render the navigation exceedingly 
dangerous. 

Rounding the point, we enter Yarmouth roads ; the 
town appears to«|reat advantage from the water: on 
the opposite shore is Lymington. 

Skirting the coast, which has feW points of interest 
about it for some miles, we pass Newtown Creek, 
Thomess Bay, Oumet Bay, and approach Cowes, which 
has a lovely appearance, as the Medina river opens, to 
the view, with East Cowes Castle on the opposite side ; 
proceeding onwards, we arrive at Morris Castle, vnih 
its rich and sylvan scenery reaching down to the shore. 
- The next object is Osborne House; then IGng's 

* The pearly whiteness of the chalk of which they» as well as 
the stupendous clifis above them, are composed, their detached 
and isolated position, and their picturesque form, combine to 
invest them with a peculiar interest ; and, when viewed from a 
short distance at sea, these huge, bare, and broken rocks have a 
grand and stupendous effect 
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Quay, with its wooden screen, and the creek. We 
now pass the entrance of Wootton Creek, and, in 
succession, Fishboume, — Binstead, — the seat of John 
Fleming, Esq., M. P., with its picturesque bathing cot- 
tage on the shore, — Ryde House, the villas in Pelham 
Fields, and land at Ryde Pier. The Town and Pier, as 
we approach, are attractive objects amidst the surround- 
ing scenery, which everywhere appears ridi in cultiva- 
tion, and beautifully clothed with wood, forming a 
striking contrast to the less fertile lands of the Western 
part of the Island. 

In this description, we have confined our notice solely 
to the enumeration of the objects and places to be met 
with in this brief circumnavigation, as the vessel glides 
along, having in our previous pages detailed fully the 
quieter and rural beauties w<)rthy of inspection in the 
interior. 
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A LIST OF THE PARISHES 



IN THB 



ISLE OF WIGHT; 



WITH THE NAMES OF THE CLERGY. 



PARISR. INCUMBENT. CURATES. 

Arreton ▼. H. Atkins J. G. Bassell. 

Binstead b. Philip Hewitt 

Bonchurch R. Ardideacon Hill... 

Brading.... R. Miles Pople H.Thompson. 

Bembridge c F. G. Middleton. 

Brixton R. S. Wilberforce. ... F.J. Jackson. 

Brook R. C. Fenwick 

Colbonrne ft, T. WoodroofFe 

Newtown R. T. WoodroofFe J.Wilson. 

Caiisbrooke v. John Breeks J. Maude. 

Norihwood R. John Breeks E. Dodd. 

Newport, St. Thomas c Charles Worsley. 

St. John A. Hewett. 

West Cowes. c J.B.Atkinson. 

-^— — — Trinity, c M. Geneste. 

East Cowes c W. Hennah. 

Chale R. A. Gather 

Freshwater. r. Dr. Isaacson J.Sedgwick. 
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PARISHES. INCUMBENT.' CURATES. 

(>atcombe r. Dr. H. Worsley . .. S. Brown. 

Gxxlshill y. R. Dixon J. Hamall. 

Niton R. R. Dixon 

Whitwell R. Dixon. 

Kingston R. J.B.Atkinson.... J. Worsley. 

Mottiston R. S. W. Dowell W, Fowler. 

Shorwell v. S. W. Dowell W. Fowler. 

Newchurch v. Spencer Phillips. . . 

Ryde, St. Thomas., c H. J. Vernon. 

St. James c "W. Sibihorp. 

St. Helens c Dr. Young. 

St. Lawrence R. Dr. H. Worsley... H. Griffin. 

St. Nicholas W. Sewell 

Shalfleet v. E. F. Amey 

Shanklin d. Archdeacon Hill. . 

Thorley v. James "Worsley. ... J. Penfold. 

Ventnor o J.N.Coleman. 

Whippingham R. Hon. F. Bouverie.. L. G. Gifford. 

Wootton R. R. W.White R. LitUe. . 

Yarmouth R. Sir G. Burrard, bt. 

Yaverland R. Robert Sherson.... 

House of Industry.. T. Philips 



i^^l^l^^W^^M^M^^^^^^^'^^^^N^^i^^*^^^^ 



The f Mewing CferUlemen are Surrogate for granting 

Marriage Licences, 

Rev. C. Worsley, Newport. Rev. J. B. Atkinson, Cowea. 
Rev. Q. Richards, Newport. Rev. S. Phillips, Ryde. 
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CHAPTER IX. 



TOURS. 

From RYDE to NEWPORT and CARISBROOKE, 

AND RETURN. 

Miles. 

From Ryde to Wootton Bridge . . 3 

Newport .... 4- — 7 

Carisbrooke . . . 1^ — 8^ 

. Newport .... 1^ — 10 

Wootton Bridge . . 4 — 14 

Ryde 3 — 17 



FROM RYDE TO WEST AND EAST COIVES, 

AND RETURN. 

From Ryde to Wootton Bridge . . 3 

„ Newport .... 4 — 7 

„ West Cowes^ . . . 5 — 12 

|[cross the ferry to East Cowes.J 

„ Whippingham . . . 2^ — 14^ 

„ Wootton Common . 2 — 16^ 

„ Wootton Bridge . . 1^ — 18 . 

„ Ryde 3 — 21 



TOURS IN THE ISLB OF WIGHT. 
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FROM RYDE TO ST. HELENS, BRADING, &c. 

AND BBTUBN, 

Miles, 

From Ryde to St. Helens .... 4 

„ Brading 4 — 8 

„ Yaverland .... 1 — 9 

„ Bembridge and Culver \q ^o 

Cliflfe J 

„ Ashey Down . . . 6 — 18 

„ Ryde 4 — 22 



FROM RYDE TO SHANKLIN & APPULDUR- 

COMBE, AND RETURN. 



From Ryde 


to Brading .... 


. 4 


99 


Sandown . . . . 


. 2 6 


99 


Shanklin . . . . 


.3—9 


99 


Bonchnrch . . . . 


.3—12 


99 


Wroxall . . . . 


. 3 15 


99 


Appuldurcombe . 


.1 — 16 


?9 


Godflhill . . . . 


1 - 17 


» 


Newcburch . . . . 


. 3 20 


99 


Ashey Down . . . 


H- 2ii 


99 


Ryde 


. 4 — 25^ 
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TOUBS IN 



THREE DAYS' TOUR ROUND THE ISLAND, 





FROM RYDE. 






FIBST DAY. 


• 


From Ryde 


to Blading . 
Bandown 






Mikt. 
4 

2—6 


>j 


Lake 






1 - 7 


» 


Shanklin 






2—9 


»> 


Luccombe . 






2 11 


» 


Bonchnrch . 






1 — 12 


>» 


Ventnor 






1 — 13 




SteephiU 
St. Lawrenci 


e . . 




1 — 14 
1 15 


» 


Niton and Sand Rock 

SECOND DAY. 


3 — 18 


From Niton to Chale and Blacky 
,, Kingston • • 
^ Shorwell . . 
„ Brixton • • 


pmg 24 
. . 2 — 4i 
, . li— 6 
. . 2— 8 


j> 


Mottistone . . 




2 — 10 


99 


Brook . . 




2 — 12 


99 


Freshwater Gate 


H- m 


» 


Alum Bay 


• 


1 • 


3 — 19i 
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THIRD DAT. 


Mile*. 


From Alum 


Bay 


to Fieahwater . . 


. 3 


9> 




Yannouth . . 


. 3 6 


59 




Shalfleet . . . 


4—10 


59 




Newtown . . 


.1 — 11 


55 




Carisbrooke . 


.6 — 16 


55 




Newport . . . 


.1-17 


55 




Whippingham . 


2i-19i 


55 




East Cowes . 


. 2i 22 


55 




Whippipgbam . 


. 2^~24i 



55 



55 



95 



Wootton Common 2 — 26^ 
Wootton Bridge 1^— 28 



Ryde . 



3 — 31 



n 
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TOURS IN 



ANOTHER ROUTE FOR THREE DAYS, 



BOUND THB ISLAND. 



Miles, 



From Rjde to Wootton Biidge . 


• 


3 


„ Wootton Common 


• 


li_ 4i 


„ Whippingfagm 


• 


2—64 


„ East Cowes . . 


• 


2i— 9 


[cross the ferry to West Cowes.] 


„ Northwood . . 




2i-lli 


„ Newport . . . 




24—14 


„ Carisbrooke . . . 




1 15 


„ Newtown . . . 




5 — 20 


„ Shalfleet . . . 




1 —21 


„ Yarmouth . . . 




4 25 


„ Freshwater . . 




3 — 28 


„ Alum Bay . . . 




3 — 31 


SECOND DAY. 







From Alum Bay to Freshwater Gate 3 

Brook . . . 4|— 7i 



» 



»» 



>> 



5> 



9> 



?9 



9> 



Mottistone 
Brixton 
Shorwell . 
Kingston . 
Chale and Black- 



2—9^ 
2 — Hi 
2 — 13^ 
li- 15 

|2- 17 



gang . . 

Niton and Sandl qi loi 

Rock . . / * ^ 
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THIRD DAY. 






Miles, 


From Niton to St. Lawrenc 


e . . . 3 




Steephill 


... 1 4 




Ventnor 


... 1 5 




Bonchurch . 


...1*6 




Luccombe 


. ... 1 - 7 




Shanklin 


. ... 2 — 9 




Lake . . 


... 2 11 




Sandown 


1—12 




Brading 


. ... 2 — 14 




Ryde 


. . . . 4 18 



TWO DAYS' TOUR FROM RYDE. 





FIRST DAY. 








Miles. 


From Ryde 


to Brading .... 4 


?i 


Sandowu . . 


• 




2—6 


59 


Lake . . . 






1-7 


>9 


Shanklin . . 






. 2 9 


9» 


Luccombe . 






. 2 11 


n 


Boncburch . 






. 1 12 


59 


Ventnor . . 






, 1 13 


)> 


Steephill 






.1 — 14 


95 

«4 


St. Lawrence 
Niton and Sand 


R< 


>ck 


.1 — 15 
3—18 
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TOURS IN 



SECOND DAY. 



From Nit<»i to Black Down 

Rookley 



55 

9> 
95 
55 
55 
55 
55 
55 
55 
55 



Pidford . . 
Shide . . 
Newport 
Whippingbam 
East Cowes 
Whippingham 
Wootton Common 
Wootton Bridge 
Ryde . . . 



4 

1 — 5 
1—6 
2—8 
1—9 
2i- Hi 
2i— 14 

2i- m 

2 — 18i 
li-20 

3 — 23 



FROM NEWPORT TO WEST COWES. 



From Newport to Northwood 

West Cowes 



Miles. 

24— 5 



NEWPORT TO EAOT COWES. 



From Newport to Whipi«nghajn . 2^ 

„ East Cowes . . 2| — 5 
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4te « s^rfl * « ^ 


AMD RBTUBN 


r. 


"■• ■■■■'> *»■ 






Milet. 


From Newport to Wootton . . . 


4 


n 


Ryde . , 






3- 7 


99 


Brading 






4 — 11 


99 


Sandown 






2 — 13 


» 


Shanklin 






3 — 16 


» 


Tjake . . 






2 — 18 


» 


Arreton 






4^ 22^ 


»5 


Shide . . 






2 — 24,1 


J> 


Newport 






1 — 25^ 


NEWPORT TO YARMOUTH, 




AND RETURN. 




From Newport to Newtown . . . 


6 


» 


Shalfleet . 


1 1 




1- 7 


» 


Yarmouth 


i i 




4 — 11 


99 


Thorley 


» 




2 — 13 


» 


Calboume 


• 




4 — 17' 


» 


Carisbrooke 




4 — 21 


» 


Newport 


• 




1 — 22 



NEWPORT TO NITON, AND SAND ROCK. 

From Newport to Slide . . . . 1 

Pidford ... 2 — 3 
Rookley ... 1 — 4 
Black Down . . 1 — 6 
Niton & Sand Rock 4—9 



99 



^itf 


TOURS nr 


FROM WEST COWES TCT RYDE, 


AND RETUBN. 

MiUs, 

From West Cowes to Northwood . 2 j 


.• 


Newport . . 2^ — 6 
Wootton . . 4 — 9 




Ryde ... 3 — 12 
Aahey Down 4 — 16 
Newport . . 7 — 23 
West Cowes .6 — 28 



WEST COWES TO SHANKLIN, VENTNOR, &c. 

THROUGH NEWPORT. 



From West Cowes to Northwood 


. 24 


» 


Ne^rport 


. . 24— 5 


» 


Shide . 


. . 1 6 


M 


Arreton 


. 2 8 


» 


Lake . . 


. 44— 124 


» 


Shahklin 


. . 2 — 144 


» 


Luccombe , 


.2 164 


» 


Bonchorch . 


. . 1 — 174 


» 


Ventnor 


, . 1 — 184 


WEST COWES TO NITON A 


LND SAND R 


From West Cowes to Newport 


. 5 


» 


Shide . . . 


.1—6 


»> • 


BoQkley 


.3—9 


» 


GodRhill . 


.2 — 11 


?> 


Appuldnicoi 


Dbe 1 — 12 


44 


Whitwell . 


.2 — 14 



99 



Niton&SandRo€k2 — 16 
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THREE DAYS' TOUR ROUND THE ISLAND, 

FROM WEST COWES. 





FIRST DAT. 


Mile*, 


From West Cowes to Newport 


. . 5 


» 


Wootton 


. . 4 — 9 


?> 


Ryde . , 


.3 — 12 


>j 


Brading 


.4 — 16 


» 


Sandown 


.2 — 18 


?j 


Lake . . 


.1 — 19 


>» 


Shanklin 


.2 — 21 




SECOND DAT 




From Shanklin to Lucoombe 


. . 2 — 


» 


Bonchurch 


. . 1 — 3 


» 


Ventnor 


. . 1 — 4 


n 


Steepbill 


. . 1 — 5 


n 


St. Lawrence 


. . 1 6 


» 


Niton . . 


. . 3^ 9i 


>5 


Chale^^ Black 


Gang2i— 12 


» 


Kiugstone . 


. . 2 — 14 


» 


Shorwell 


. . li 15^ 


» 


Brixton 


. . 2 - 17i 


1> 


Mottistone 


. . 2 - 19i 


1> 


Brook 


. . 2 — 21i 


9> 


Freshwater Ga 


.te . 44 26 


>5 


Alum Bay 


. . 3 — 29 
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XOUBS Of THE I8LB OF WIGHT. 



THntD DAT. 

From Alum Bay to Freshwater 

Yarmouth 
Shalfleet . . 
Newtown . . 
Albany Barracks 



99 



99 
99 



West Cowes 



Miles. 

3 

3—6 
4—10 
1 — 11 
5 — 16 
4 — 20 



^0^^0^0^^^^^^^»^^^*^^^t^^^^^^0^0^0i0^0t0*0^0^f^0^0^ 



Ifote.-^TES London and South-Western Railway 
fD€u opened an Monday, the llih of May, 
1840 ; the dutance (76| miUt) from London 
to Southampton i$ now aeeompli$hed in three 
hourt. The pauage from Southampton to 
Weet Oowee generally occupiei one hoiur. 



L. 



INDEX. 



Anpriculture of the Isle of Wight 
Albany Barracks .... 

Aldermore .... 

Alum Bay ..... 

Cliffs, &c. 

■ Needles Hotel 
Appley House, the seat of Mrs. Bennett 
Appuldurcombe, ihe seat of the Earl of Yarborough 

History of 

Old Priory House 

Origin of the Name 



Arreton 



Church 



Curious Monuments 



Arreton Downs .... 
Ashey Sea Mark .... 

■ Down . • . ^ 

— — Manor House .... 

Barton Farm .... 

Bembridge Down .... 

' Point .... 

Billingham, the residence of the Rev. James Worsley 
Binstead ..... 

- Cottage, the seat of J. Fleming, Esq., M.P 

Quames .... 

Black Gang Chine .... 

Bonchurch . . 

— — - — Church of . . 

Bowerman (Dame Joanna) King Henry the Seventh 

Brading . . ^ . . 

— ^-« Town Hall and Market House 

■ Church . ... 

Epitaphs, with the Music by Dr. Callcott 

— — Haven .... 

Brixton, or Brightstone 
Brook ..... 

Bucklands ..... 



Calbourne 



Carisbrooke Village 



Church of . 

Curious Monument 



Page 

. 22 

. 92 

. 51 

. 145 

. 146 

. 148 

. 57 

. 190 

. 191 

. 192 

. 193 

. 196 

. 197 

. 197 

. 198 

. 69 
69 
69 

. 136 

. 68 

. 68 

. 199 

. 48 

. 48 

. 49 

. 176 

. 182 

. 183 

gift to 158 

. 64 

. 65 

. 65. 

66 & 220 

. 67 

. 159 

. 157 
48 

. 200 

. 200 

. 201 

.. 95 
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INDEX. 



Under- 



CarUbrooke Church 

Remains of the Priory 

Castle 

Well at the Castle 

Chale Church .... 

Charles the First — His attempts to escape from Cans- 
brooke Castle . . . . . . 

' ' How he passed his time there 

■ His imprisomnent in Hurst Castle 
Cheke, Sir John .... 
Chines of Minor importance 
— — Etymology of the term 
Civil Authorities of the Isle of Wight . 
Clark's (Sir James) Remarks on the Climate of the 

cliff 

Clergy of the Isle of Wight 
Climate of the Isle of Wight 
Cole, Rev. Henry, D.D. 
Cowes — East and West 
■■ West ..... 

— — Marine Parade 

Castle .... 

■ Royal Yacht Club House 

■ Regatta . , 
— — — Market House and Town Hall 

■ Chapel . . , . . 

— — — ^ Trinity Chapel 
— — ^— Independent Chapel 

.. Wesleyan Chapel 

■ Roman Catholic Chapel 
-^^>-^— ^— Baths and Bathing Machines 

. Libraries and Reiuling Rooms . 

» Post Office . 

■ Hotels, Inns, &c. 
— — ^— National School 
— ^— — Coaches 
. Steam Packets 

- ■ Harbour 
Ferry . , 



East 



Cripple Path, near Niton 



Hotel 

Assembly Rooms 
Church 

Walks in the Vicinity of 
Castle 
Tour from, to Newport 
— — to Shanidin and Ventnor 
to Appuldurcombe, &c. 
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96 

' 96 

97 

101 

162 

103 
105 
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158 
159 
160 
29 

170 
208 
20 
194 
111 
111 
118 
118 
IH 
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118 
119 
120 
120 
120 
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121 
122 
122 
122 
128 
128 
124 
126 
127 
128 
129 
129 
129 
180 
182 
218 
218 
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Page 
Culver Cli£& . . . . . . . 68 

Curates of the Isle of Wight .... 208 

Difisions — Hundreds of the Isle of Wight . . . 28 

Parishes of the Isle of Wight . . .28 

Dodner, near Newport . . . . . . 91 

Dover, the . . . . . .52 

East and West Cowes {tfide Cowes) 

East Dean, the seat of Captain Swinburne . . 188 

Egfypt . ....... 13.0 

Elizabeth's (Princess) coffin described . . .78 

Epitaphs at Brading . . . . . 66 

Extent of the Isle of Wight . . . .20 

Excursions in the Isle of Wight: 
From Ryde to Appuldurcombe, returning through Gods- 
lull, Newchurch, Sec . . . . 190 

Cowes to Newport, Arreton, Whitwell, and Gatcombe 196 

— Ryde or Cowes, through Newport to Swainston, 

Calboume, &c. to Yarmouth . . . 200 

Fern Hill, the residence of Samuel Saunders, Esq. . . 71 
Fish Bourne . . . . . .51 

Fleming, John, Esq. M.P., the seat of . . . . 48 

Form of the Isle of Wight . . . .20 

Fosbury, Rev. V., Westclif^ the seat of ... 168 

Freshwater Church . . . . . .145 

Clifl& . . . . . . 151 

Perilous mode of bird-catching there . . 152 

Gate . . . . . . 158 

' — Cave ...... 155 

Gatcombe, the seat of General Carey . . . . 199 

— — ^ Church . ..... 199 

Curious Monument . . . . . 199 

Godshill Church . . . . . .198 

— ^— — Grammar School . . . . . 194 

Gordon, Sir James Willoughby, Bart, the Orchard, the seat of 177 



H. P. E., Esq., Northcourt, the seat of 
Gurnet Bay ..... 

Hambrough, John, Esq., Steephill Castle, the seat of 

Haylands, the seat of Captain Lpck 

Headon Hill ..... 

Hermits Hole ...... 

Hill, Charles Popham, Esq., Boniface Houae, the teat of 
History of the Isle of Wight 

Holmes, Hon. W. A. A'Court, M.P., Weftover, the teat of 
Horsey, Sir Edward, Account of . , . 

House of Industry ..... 



161 
180 

180 
51 

147 
68 

182 
1 

201 
78 
98 
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INDEX. 



Hoyi James Barlow, Eiq., Medina Hennitage, the seat of 
Hurst Castle and Light Houses 



Incumbents of the Isle of Wight 

Island, Remarks on the Tour round 

— — Voyage round the 

Isle of Wight, History of the 

— ^-^— Governors and Wardens of 

John (King), his concealment at King's Key 

Keeling (William) his Monument and Epitaph 
King's Key .... 

Kingston . . . 

Kirkpatrick, Joseph, Esq., St Cross, the seat of 
Kite Hill, seat of Mr. Andrews 



Land Slips 

Light House at the Needles 

— St. Catherine's Point 

Lind, Mrs., Westmont, the, residence of 
Lock, Captain, Haylands, the seat of 
Loss of the Royal George 
■ — Mary Rose 

— ^ Pomona frigate 

Luccombe .... 
Luccombe Chine 

Magistrates of the Isle of Wight 
Marvel .... 

Medina River, rise of the 
Military Authorities of the Isle of Wight 
Mineral Springs in the Isle of Wight . 
Mottiston . 

Nab Light, the .... 
Needle Light House 

. Sonnet on . . . 

Point . . . 

Nettlestone .... 
Newchurch .... 
Church 



Newport 



Curious Epitaph 



Its Origin and History 
— Commerce 
Town described 
St Thomas's Church 
St John's Church 
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166 
206 

208 

202 

204 

1 

17 

135 

95 

135 

162 

94 

70 

171 

148 

165 

70 

51 

52 
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151 

185 
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30 
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169 

29 

27 

158 

58 

148 
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57 

195 
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73 

74 

75 

76 

77 

79 
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Newport — Roman Catholic Chapel 

■ Baptist Chapel 
' Pjnmitive Methodist Chapel 

— ^-^ Wesleyan Chapel 

Independent Chapel 

— Unitarian Chapel 

Isle of Wight Institution 

— — ^— Mechanics' Institution 

Corporation . 

Market House 

Town Hall . 

Post Office 

— — Banks 

-^— — Hotels, Inns, &c 

■ Assembly Rooms 
— — ^— Coaches . 
— — Gaol . 
Gas Works 

■ Grammar School 
— — National School . 

Blue School . 

' Seminaries 

— — — Fair . 

■ Bargain Saturdays 

Archery 

Walks round 

' Prison for Juvenile Offenders 

' House of Industry 

Newtown . " , 

Niton Church 

Norris Castle 

Northcourt, the seat of H. P. E. Gordon, Esq. 

Northwood Church 

Manor House • 

Norton .... 

Nunwell, the seat of Sir WiUiam Oglander, Bart 
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80 
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166 
132 
161 
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181 
144 
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Old Park, the property of Joshua Orton, Esq. 
Osborne, the seat of Lady IsabeUa Blachford 



178 
137 



Parishes in the Island . 
Player, George, Esq., Ryde House, the seat of 
Priory, the seat of Edward Grose Smith, Esq. 
Prison for Juvenile Offenders 
Products of the Isle of Wight . 
Porchester Castle . . . , 

Portsmouth .... 
Puckpool ..... 
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98 

%e 
62 
62 
69 
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Quarries at Binttead . . 49 

Quarr Abbey .49 

Representatives in Parliament . . . 22 

Residences of the Magistracy of the Isle of Wight SO 

Rivers of the Isle of Wight .27 

Rocken End Race '. . . . 177 

Royal George, Loss of the . . .52 

• Lines to the Memory of the Sufferers . . 54 

Part of the Wreck, recovered by CoL Pasley 55 

— — ^-^ Lines descriptive of the blowing up . . 55 

Royal Yacht Club . . . . . .114 

Ryde 31 

Distances of various places from . . .31 

Pier . . . . . . 83 

Assembly Rooms . . .35 

Theatre . . . . . 36 

Post Office . . . .36 

Market House . . . . . 36 

Town Hall ...... 37 

Victoria Arcade . . . . . . 87 

Gas and Coke Company . .88 

— - Sunday Schools . . ' . . . . 38 

St Thomas's Chapel . . ... .89 

St James's Chapel . . *. . . 40 

'-. — Independent Chapel . . . . .41 
Methodist Chapel . . . . . 41 

Hotels and Inns .41 

Banks . . . . 41 

Baths, and Sea Bathing . .42 

- Fair . . . . . . . 48 

Regatta . . .48 

Schools . . . . . . . 44 

Steam Packets . . , . .44 

Coaches . . . .' . . . 46 

Carriers . . . . . .46 

Cars, &c. . . . . . . . 47 

- Trade, &c. . . . . . .47 

' Walks in the Vicinity . . . . 48 

Water Excursions . . . .61 

Sandown Bay and Fort . . . 188 

Sand Jlock Hotel . . . . .174 

- — * ^ Spring . . . 174 

Scratchell's Bay . . . . .157 

Sea Field, the residence of Mrs. Beach . . . 57 

- View . . . . . . .57 

Shalfleet . . . . . 110 

Shanklin Bay . . . . . .185 
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Shanklin Church . . . . . . 186 

■ Manor Farm House .... 186 

: — Chine . ..... 187 
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Shannon, Earl of, East Cowes Castle, the residence of the . 132 

Shorwell . . ... . . . 160 

■ Curious Monument at . . . . • 161 

Simeon, Sir Richard-Godin, hart Swainston, the seat of . 200 
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Sonnet on the Needles ..... 149 
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Standen . . ... . . . 196 

St Catherine's Hill . . . . . .163 

Tower . . . . . . 163 

' Down ... . . 163 

Light House . . . . . 165 

St Clare, the seat of Colonel Harcourt . . .59 

St Cross, the seat of Joseph Kirkpatrick, Elq. . . 94 

St Helens . . . . . . . . . 63 

St John's . . . . . .59 

St Lawrence Church . . . . . . 178 

Lines on ... . 179 
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Stone t^itts, the residence of Captain Brigstocke, R.N. . 70 

Swainston, the seat of Sir Richard-Godin Simeon, hart . 200 

Thorley, village of . . ... . .202 

Tour round the Island, Remarks on . * . . . 202 

Tours: 

From Ryde to Newport and Carishrooke . . .210 

; ^ West and East Cowes . . . . 210 

— — St Helens and Brading . . . 21 1 
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\ Three Diays' Tour round the Island . 212 

^-^T Two Days' Tour round the Island . . 215 
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Three Days' Tour round the Island 219 



Undercliff, 



Climate of the 

The various Landslips described 

Modelled View of 

Royal Sand Rock Hotel 
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IlfDXX. 



Undercliff*-Sand Rock Spring 

•^— — *— Sand Rook Spring analyied 

Upton Home, the seat of Captain Hoare, R.N. 



.^, 



175 
62 



Ventnor . . . . . 181 

— — Church ...... 181 

School 181 

■ Core ....... 182 

Voyage round the Island . . . 204 



Watch* House Point 

Water Excursions £rom Ryde . 

West Cowes, vide Cowes. 

Whippingham . . . . . 

Whitwell Church .... 

Wilkes's Cottage at Sandown . . . , 

Woodlands, the seat of John Percival, Esq. 

Worsley, Rev. James, Billingham, the residence of 

Wootton Bridge .... 
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Wyatt, Lewis, Esq., the seat of . 

Yacht Cluh House, the Royal . « 

Yarborough, Earl of, marine inlla of 

■ seat ot, at Appuldurcombe 

Yarmouth .... 
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Church 
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Market House and Town Hall 

Corporation . 

Castle 

Post Office 

Hotels, Inns, ftc. 

River 
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